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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.
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friends and Christian straugers to his house (o]

1ead to him, by which means he acqrired an ex-
tensive knowledge of the Sacred Oracles: and.
another may be mentioned, of whom the deserip-
tion is so extraordinary, that we shall give it n
the words of the historian, Eusebius, who knew
him: % Whenever he willed, he brought forth,
as from a repository of science, and rehearsed
cither the law of Moses, or the Prophets, or the
listorical, evangelical, and apostolical parts of
Scripture.  Indeed, I was struck with admira-
tion when I (st beheld him standing amidst a
considerable multitude; and reciting certain por-
tions of Holy Writ.  As long as [ could only
hear his voice, I supposed that he was reading ;
but whcx I came close to him, I discovered that,
employing only the eyes of his mind, he uitered
the Divine Oracles like some prophet,??

‘And again, in reference to the habit of storing
the mind with divine truth, Mr. Jamieson tells
us,— :

Every day it was the practice for each indivi-
dual to commit a portion of Scripture to memory,
and for the members of a family to repeat it to
cach other in the cvening. o much was this
custom regarded as part of the ordinary business
of the day, that they had a set hour appointed for
conning the daily lesson,— an hour which, though
every individual fixed it as suited his privale
convenienee, was held so precious and sacred,
that no secular duties, however urgent, were al-
lowed to infringe upon it ; and while some, who
had their time at their own disposal, laid their
memories under large contributions, and never
relaxed their efforts, till they had completed the
daily task they had imposed on themselves, others
were obliged to content themselves with shorter
passages as they conld learn during the intervals
of labour, and amid the distractions of other
cares, By all classes, however, it was considered
so great an advanlage, so desirable an attainment,
to have the memory richly stored with the res
cords of salvation, that while in the lapse of
time, many ancient practices became obsolete,
and others more suited (o the taste of succeeding
ages, were adopled into the church, this excellent
custom still maintained it place among the ve-
nerable observauces iuherited from primitive
times ; and the pious Christians of the first cen-
turies wonld have regarded it a3 a sin of omis-
ston, for which they had occasion expressly to
supplicate patdon in their evening devotions, if
.they were conscious of having allowed a dav to
pass without having added some new pearls from
the Scriptures, to the sacred treasures their me~
mories had previonsly amassed:

1t were easy to eularge on.so fruitful a theme
as the: Manners of the first Chyistians ; byt we
have said enough; surely, to convince every
reader that, among ourselves, there is> 2 lament-
4ble degeneracy, in-many points connected with.
vital godliness. It becomes us to humble our-
selves,.therefore, before Ged, and to seek to imi-
tate those devout and holy men who, ¢ throuzh
faith and patience, are fow inheriting the pro-
mises.”’—Scottish Christian’ Herald.

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF POPERY.
DY THE ABBE RAYNAT,
o an wbseure village of Judea, and ia the house
ol 2 peor carpentes, therd arose a man of ansiere
moials, Hiz candonr was disgusted with the
hypociisy of the priests of his time. He had
discovercd e vanity of Jezal cercmonies, and
the vice of expiations§ at thirly years of age
Liis virluous person quitted his employment, and
bigzan (o preach his opinions.  The mulditude,
from the villuges and caunty places, Bocked
around him, listened 1o bim, and followed hin..
e ussociated to bimself a small number of dis-.
ciples, iznorant and wesk men, teken from the
lowest conditions of life.  Ha wandered for some
time about the eapital, and at length ventured
1o appear there.  Oue of his disciples betrayed.
him, and- the other denied him. e was taken;
up, accused of blasphemy, and emcified belween
two thigves.  After his” death his' disciples ap-
peared in the public placcs, and in the great ci-:
lies, at Antioch, at Alexandria, and at Rome.—
They announced, both to barbargus and civilized
people, at Athens and at Corinth, the resurrec-
tion of tbeir Master ;. and the belief of their doc-’
trine, which seemed so contrary to reason, wis:
universally adopted. [n all parts’ corrupt men
embraced -a system of morality, austere in its
principles and unsociable in its councils. DPérse-

‘cutions arose ; and the preachers, togetl\gr wil}\
their converts, were jmprisoned, scourged, and
'put fo death, = The more blood is spilt, the moré
‘doth the fact extend itself. In-less than three
centuries, the temples of idolatry are subverted
or zbandoned ; and notwithstanding the hatred,
heresies, schisms, and sanzuinary quarrels, which
have forn Christianity since its oiigin, even
down to our latter times; yet there are scarce
any altars remalning, except such as are raised
to the man of God, who dicd upon a,cross.

It was. no diflicult matler to demonstrate to
the pagzans the absurdity of their worship ; and
in all general, as well as particular disputes, if
we can prove that our adversary is in the wrong,
he immeiiately concludes that we are in the
right. Providence, which tends to the accom-
plishment of its designs by all sorts of means, in-
tended (hat this mode of reasoning should jead
men into the way of salvation. The founder
of Christianity did not arrogate to himself any
authority; either over the partners of his mission
aor over his followers, or over hia fellow-citizens.
He respected the authority of Cxsar.  When he
saved the life of an adulterons woman, he took
care not {o attack the law which condemned het
to'death. Hec refetred two braothers, who were
at vaiiance, to the civil tribunal. When perse-
cuted, he suffered persecution. In the midst of
intolerant persons, he recommended toleration.
¢ You shall not,’ said he to his. disciples, ¢com-
mand fire to come down from heaven upon the
head of the unbeliever; you shall shake off the
very dust from your feet, and you shall retire 3’
fastened to a cross, his head crowned with
thorns, his side piprced with a spear, he said to
God : ¢ Father, forgive them, forthey know not
what they do.> To instruct and babtize the na-
lions, was the object of the mission of the apos-
tles ; to cinploy persuasion. and-not violence 5 ta
go about in the same manner God bad sent his
Son,—such were the mneans employed for the

urpose. DPriesthood hath in ne time conformed
itself to such maxims; and yct religion hath not
been the less prosperous,

In proportion as the new doctrine gained
ground, a kind of hierarchy was instituted 2among
its ministers, consisting of bist ops, priests, aco-
lytes, and sacristans, or poiters. The object of
the administration itself, included doctrine, dis-
cipline, and morals. To coufer sacred orders,
was the first act of the juisdiction of the church.
To set persons free, or lo hind them, and to ap-

oint a spiritual and volunlary expiation for of-
ences, was the second, To excommut i¢ate the
rebellous sinner, or the heretic, was the third ;
and the fourth, which is common to every asso-
ciation, was to institute rules of discipline.—
These rules, at first kept secret, and which were
chiefly on the administration of the sacraments,
were made public ; assembles on councils were
holden. The bishops were the representatives
of the apostles; the rest of thé clerzy were sub-
ordinate to them. Nothing was decided without
the concurrence-of the faithful ; so that this was
a true demociacy. Civil atters were referred
to the arbitration of the bishops. The Christians
were blamed for having law-suits ; and still more
for exposing themselves to be brought before the
magistrates. Itis probable that property was in
common, ard that the bishop disposed of it at
pleasure. - D .

Ilitherto every thing was conducted without
the interference of the secular power. But un-
der Aurelian, the Chiistians applied to the em-
peror for juslice against Paul of Samosata. Con-
stantine hanished Atiur, ¢nd condemned bhis wri-
tings to thie flames ; Theovdo:ius prrsecuted Nes-
torius ; and these inaovations fixed the period of
the seccond state of ecclesiastical jurisdiclion :]
when it had now deviated from its primitive
<implicity, and was hecome a mixture of spirit-
asl power and cocrcive authority. . The faithful,
already extremely numerous, in the second cen-
tury, were distributed in different churches sube-
ject to the sane, administration... Among.these
churclhes there were some more or less considers
1ble : secular.authority interfered in.the election
Jf bishops, and the confusion between these two
powers increased, Thg;ew.wgre‘.wme-poor and
some rich among them, and this ‘wos. the first
vrigin of the. ambition of "the clergy. There
were indigent heliévers among, them.all; and the
hishops became the dispensers of the alms; and
*his is the most ancisrt source of the corruption

"M What arapid progress hath ecclestastical au-
-(ﬁ%w}made since the end of the third century !
‘Proceedings are carried on before the bishops;
nd _%h‘éy become. the arbiters i_n civil matters.—
he judicial sentence ‘of the bithop admits of 1o
appeal ; and the execution ol it referred to the
magistrates. The trial of a priest cannot be car-
tied out of the province. A distinclion arises
between civil and ecclesiastical crimes, and this
gives birth lo the privileges of the clerzy. The
appeal to the sovercign is nllowgd, if it shonld
happen that the sentence of the bishop should be
invalidated at the tibunal of the magistrates.—
Long before these concessions, the 3ishops had
obtained the inspection over the police und mo-
rals; they took cognizance of prostitutions,
foundlinzs, gnardianships, lunatics, and minors;
they visited the prisons ; they solicited the en-
largement of the-prisoners ; they denounced the
neglizent judges to the sovereign ; they interfer-
ed with the disposal of the public money, with
the construction and repairing of the great roads,
and other edifices. Thus it is, that, undér pre-
tence of assisting each other, the two authorities
were blended, and paved the way for the dissen-
sions which were one day lo rise belween them.
Such was in the first centuries, in the prasperous
days of the church, the third state of its govern-
ment, holf civil, half ecclesiastical, to which, at
resent, we scarcely know what name to give.
as it from the weakness of the emperors, from
their fear, from intrigue, or from sanctity of man-
ners, that the chiefs of Christianity conciliated
to themselves so many important prerogatives ?
At that lime religious terror had peopled the de-
serts with anchorets, more than seventy-six
thousand of whom were reckone'd: this was a
nursery of deacons, priests, and bishops.
Conslantine transferred the scat of empire to
Byzantium. Rome was no more its capital. The
barharians, who had taken it more than once, and
ravaged it, wers converted. - 1t was the fate of
Christianity, which had conquered the gods of
the Capilol, to subdue the destroyers of the
throne of the Cxsars ; but in changing their re-
ligion, these chiefs of hordes did not change
their manners. What strange kind of Chiis-
tians were Clovis and his saccessors! exclaims
the anthor of the history of the church., Not-
withstanding the analogy between the ecclesias-
tical and the feudal government, it would be an
illusion to. make one the model of -the other.—
Literature was no longer cullivated; and the
pricsts employed the Jittle knowledge they had
sreserved, in forzing titles, and in fabricaling
egends. The harmony betwween the two powers
was disturbed. The origin and the riclics of the
bishops, attached the Romans, who neither had,
nor could have, any thing but contempt and
aversion for their new masters ; some of whom
were pagane, others herelics, and all of them fe-
rocious. No man ever doubted of the donation
of Constantine ; and that of Pepin was confirm-
ed by Charlemagne. The grandeur of the bishop
of Rome increased under Lewis the debonair, and
under Otho. They arrogated that sovereignty
which theiv benefactors had reserved for thei-
selves, Like other polentales they fonnded their
claims upon prescriptions. The chupch was al-
ready infested with {nernicicus maxims ; and the
opinion, that the bishop of Rome might deposo
kings, was iniversally adopted. " Different:caus-
es afterwards occurred in establishing the supre-
macy of this sce over’ the rest; The prince of
the apostles had been the first bishop of Rome.—
Rome was tlie cénfre of union” between allthe
other churches, the indigence of which she-re-
lieved. She had been the capital of the world ;
and the Christians wére not s0 numerousany-
where else. The title of pope was a title.com-
mon 1lo all bishops, over whom (he bishop of
Rome did not obtain the “saperiotity till the end
of the-eleventh cenlury. At thattime ecclési-

astical government tended nol o{).l.}",to monarchy,
but had even advanged:jowasdiighiversal mo-
narchy. RETATR L)

ity L
. Towards the end of the,eizhth century, the
femous decretals of Jsidords of Seville appeaced.
The pope announced himself to” be -ipfallibie.—
Ie withdrew himsell from his former submission
to the councils: -. He- held in-his- hand .two
swords ; one the emblem of. his :spirithal, the
other of his temporal power. - Discipline was no
more. The pricsts-were the slaves of the.pope,
and the kings: were. his. vassals. He requircd
tributes fromn. them; he abolished the ancient

of the church.

judges, 2nd appointed new- onesi He created



