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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

Mr.Jd. H. Gould is at present on a tour through
QOntario in the interests of the NEws, and is
that he will

now in Toronto, whers we trust
meet with a goad reception from oar triemds that

are amd those that are to be,
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THE WEEK.

W had hoped 1o be able with this
number (0 present toour readers a portrait
of Madame Jrmin-Puryg, whose recent
death has deprived us of o lady no less
esteemed fur her social qualities than her
excetlent taleuts as a musician.  An acci-
dent, however, has negcessitatel vur defer-
ing its preduction until the next issue.
For the present, this brief notice must
suffice to record the melancholy eventand
our sympaihy with those most affeated by
it.

Siv Leevarp Tieey's Dudget speech
coniained the most satlstfuctory exhibit of
the prosperity of Canwla which has been
presented te Parllament for wany years,
He showed that the new aritl was ¢
ently revenuc-producing, despite the pre-
dictions to the contrary ; and that instead
of a deticit we shall have a lurge surplus.
He showed alro, that manufaciures were
prosperous, from the fuct of the very large
increase of raw Inaterials necessary for
their use; and {urther, that exports by
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the St. lawrence had cuoormously in-
creased.  All this is gratifying. A sum-

mary of the Budget statement will be
found in the letter of our Special Cor-
respoundent.

I7 i3 somewhat curious that Mr. Eaps,
in his exhaustive article iu the North
Americun Reréew on the subject of the
proposed Ship Railway ot Tehuantepec,
ilustrations of which appeared in a re-
cent issue of the News, while referring 1o
the eanal hoat transport near Washingion,

bias omitted any refercnee to the Elbing
Overland Ship Ratlway, which we present

on anocther page.  As Mr. Livs points
out, the Washington road uses tanks of
water in which to carry the boats over the
line, and this plan has been eriticized as

undesirable,and involving the carrying of -

&0 much extra weight.  The Elbing road,
ag will be seen by the illustrations and
description in another column, presents a
scheme firactically the same, except for
comparison of the magnitude of the pre-
sent undestaking sud the greater weights
required tv be transported over the
Papamu lines.  One point, however, seeins
to be fairly well established by the success
of the Prussian scheme—viz.: the capa-
bility of loaded bouts to bear the strain of
their cargo, uneupported by the water.

Ocean steamors, if thoroughly sea-worthy,
are stronger in proportion to their size, and
in every way better fitted to bear a pro-
portionate strain than ordinary eanal boats,
aud are, moreover, as a rule, less heavily
laden for their tonnage. ‘The madus aper-
andi is wmost simple, and might serve in
many ways as & model for the new rail
way. ,

Tur New York Legislature are being
asked to sanction a bill for the rve-estab-
lishment of the whipping-post for the
henefit of wife-beaters,  lu spite of Mr,
Perer TavLok, a sinilar panishment has
bad a most remarkable etfect in abolishing
the terrurism of the garotte in England,
and viewoed merely as a measure of retri
bution we should heartily endorse even
the most severe measures.  Bat the cse
of wife-heating stands on a  somewhat
peculiar footing.  Not vuly has it been a
recoguized ditficulty of law courts in all
time to 2ot at the true facts in cases of dis-
pute between those whom the law treats
in many thingsas a single person, but from
the circumstunces of the case, the subse
yuent condition of the wife has to be con-
sidered in connection with any punizh-
went inflicted on her behalf.  There can
be little deubt that Hogging, espectally if
administered at all frequently, tends to
brutalize an already  debased nature, and
destroy the sense of shame which has a
Limited exist-nee in the broast of the
meanest and wost degraded of our species,
And as the punishment dovs not vhestroy
the marital relations, it ts to be feared that
the woman it 15 who will really sutter by
anything that tenids o degrade him whom
she yet must call hu<band.  Moreover,
wife-beatine s hard of detinition, and the
exact degree of blame often ditlicult to
apportion as between the parties. Un
wanly though it be to strike 2 woman un-
der any provocation, there iz yeta vast
ditference between a blow  provekeld by
such tongue-thrusts as only an angry
womat kuows how to administer, and the
brutal kicks of adrunken navy, borne by
sume innocent and uncomplitining woman.
Yet unless we wuch mistaks, the former
would be wmore hkely to feei the lash than
the latter.

Tue Doselr hus gone the way of similar
institiiions, to the satisfuction of all bat
tourists and sight-seers, and it may be the
non-performing amongst the Faithfui, It
may be weil to say, for the information of
those who are not skilled in the exercizes
of Islam, that the Dosedi 1s the nane given
to the annual ride of the Sheikh of the
Navedeeyed grder of Dervishes over the
naked bodies ot his followers, who iu
farge numbers e puacked together alony
the roadway.  There are other reforms
which must follow ere long, Civilization
has had enough of dancing Dervishes and
howling fefuenyedc with their unpleazant
performances with knives and fire.  Such
institutions are in no ways sanctioned by
Mohammed, but mank with the car of Jug-
gernauth in Indis, which ix, in its results,
at all events, in distinet contradiction to
the spirit of the DBudihist ceremony, of
which it s & survivall.  The Khedive's
objection to the Dousel appuars to be based
upon the seeasivual injury done those of
the bystanders, who, ina moment of en-

regular performers. The professional par-
ticipants in the eeremony rarely get hurt,
{but it is considered 1isky for amateurs.
{The moral of which seema to be that it is
fnot always entirely desirable  when at
tomne o do as the Rumans do.

NOVELREADING IN THE

The excitement produced by the con-
sviction of Jessie, the boy murderer, ling
brought up the old charge against sensa-
“tional novels of the clmws
. to huve conttibuted to the production of
e finished a speciinen of juvenile du-
Cpravity.  From time to time there appear
at the: bar criminals, generally of compara-
tively tender vears;, who attribute their
first deviations from the path of virtue to
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which are said |

10 b feared that the

and-thundor school. 'Wao question whether
the indictment can be fully sustained.
The more reading of tales of robbery and
wurder, in huwever attractive dress the
horoes may be arranged, can hardly bo
reckonod as a divect templation to s boy
of otherwise good habits; but granted o
prochivity in that divcetion, and the un-
healthy tood which such litorature will
furnish to an already diswased miad, may
huve much to say to the ultimate eatas-
tropho.  There is need of a determined

protest on the part of the public, and of

the press, as their representatives, against
immworal literature of every dJescription,
but it is to be feared that such a protest,
unsupported by any authoritative inter
ference with their anthors and publishers,
would, of itsell, sorve only as an adver-
tisement of the book reviled. The present
writer was onee thanked by the publishers
of 4 work translated from the PFrench,
which he had stigmatized in a review as
indecent and ilthy in the extreme. They
had trmced, or believed they had traced,
the intluence of the review itsell 1n the
increased sale of the work in question.
Oue thing can be done, the ouly thing
prabably short of  prosecution of the
anthor and suppression of the book, and
that is the diligent supervision on the part
of parents of their children’s reading,
so far as possible. 1t is astonishing how
culpably careless many arein this respect.

It is 1o uncommon thing to find in the

hands of youug people in this country
Htersture of the most unhealthy deserip-
tion, even if it stop short of absolote 1o-
deticacy, while their parents, vither from
trnorance or still mare culpable differ.
euee, tike Do steps 10 remedy the ovill Tt
15 neot too much to siy that no head of a
house should permit a book to come under
his roof without his own kuowiedge,  If
he be from edueation or otherwisa ineap:
able of riving a Just opinton upon the
werits of wy work sabantied o him, Wl
the more is 3t incumbent upon him to in-
form himself by means of reviews or
otherwise of the opinton of men beller
quahitied to judyge, sud in this way the
press could do much to strengthen the
hands of the head of the house.  Itis a
fallacy often insisted on, but as often ever-
thrown, that restraint in this watter con-
duees to after excess.  Unreasonable e
straint may, but the father who allows his
ethildrenlieeuse to seleet their own rewl-
g, subjeet to his approval, will only ac-
quire  stropger tithe to their respect i ne
draws the Hue oscasionally, aml forbids
the perusal of what he considers untit fuod
for their minds.

The question,in another aspeet, roes to the
root uf our domestic system. I s much
feverende p:li(l l:)‘ Qur
fathers to their parents has been 1l ex-
changed for the looser filial oblizations of
to-day.  Young people are growing up
amongst us with but little sense of rever-
enes fur things human or divine, sued it is

but natural, perhaps, that for such the fifth
. . . . t
Commandment requires transhation into |

the vernaeulur of to-day,  But we belicve
that in all this individual parents are as
much o1 mors to blame than the spint of
the age. The luisser aller principh: is il
applied 10 the education of the vouny
Some older wind, by assured, will ande

' el ¢ the future or shape the morad chareter of
thusiaew, may be tempted to lwitate the ! y

your chibl ftis you, the father or mother,
who are plaeed in the best position  at
starting to obtain that influrnce which as-
suredly must be exercised over the young
mind.  Woe to you if you let another
ke your place. To whom should your
children go for advice but to you, the
fountain of their existence.  Woe to yon
again, if by your indifference anl eareless.
ness you drive thew to seek from doult
ful companions aud  questivnable hooks
the interest and information you might
have provided. Tt is an evil day for a
mation when the child has no honour for

“the fathes ; but the time has como when

the influenca of publieations of the bluud-

we should use all our influence to resist
the tide of so-called, *“independence,”
which threatens to sweep from their moor-
ings vessuls which are yot untitted for
battle with the great ses of life.

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT,

{From Qur Special Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Februnry 10th, 15831,

The Pacifie Railway Bill was read the third
time in the Sevate nnd prsaéd on Monday, Al
the stages were very rapidly proceeded with afier
the measure had been substantially carried by
the very large majority on the second reading
givon in my last letter, The conseript futhers o4
I have aleoady informed you, debated the qUes.
tion very thoroughly muf ably.  But when it
was foumd that the sense of the Houss way o
cidedly, in fact, two to one in ita favour, n,
obstruction was olered, and all the stages wery
pustied rupidly torward.

No time was lost either botween the pasage
of the Bill by the Senate and the final, assent of
His Excellency the Manquis baving proceeded
the very next dav to the Senate chamber, to the
Bar of which the members of the House o
Commuons were sumwoned, and in lesy than
ten minutes after his arrival, the Pacific Syud;.
eate Bl beeame a part of the Jaw of Canady,
It was well go Turther time should be o, The
Syndicate have already seant time to Prepare
for the operations of the coming apet seasoy,
and they are already oo Late tomake any effog.
tive lmmigration arrangement for the '«-nmi;,;
spring.  Thus u precious year is lost,

,\'()Uning af inpertance took place in i
House on Manday, and there was o eveniny
gession, The tune was prineipadly  oceupied
with motions for wiurns. The Bindget spevch,
was promised for Saaelay,

On Taesday the estiziates were Laid on the
table. The supplenvutaey anes for the present
fiscal year amounting in all to §3635,256 of whioh
f1on,0040 §e for Tand suevevs m the north west,
and $212.351 for the North-west fodians and
those for 133182, Threse show an increase of
nearly five mithion deliars over the estimates of
the current, of which four miliions are charge.
able to capital account, and the remduing vae
millien to the urlinn v expeonditure. The ju.
tnereases in expemditure are as to the larger
tletns

Public debr, vineluding sinking

fundy oo 31w nin,
Civtl Govertinent, . oo, oL .. . 30,100
Muitary. ool Ll

ladkways and Cuanads..
Public Workhs and Badidougs,
Sabardies
Mi-eellanenus
1‘:\01\". Cee e
Hulwavs and Canais, |
Post Ottice ..o 0.0,

The wunitcipal decreases ars 840,152 is for fight-
haee and Coast werviee, 820572 for Indians,
F2n 72 for Pertentiaties, 39,650 for lmmigra.
tane, and 3876 for Admnistration of Jostes,

Mr. Pope mosed the secoud reading of the
Patrut Awendment Bid} from the Senate con.
cernthig whivh 1 have befare written vou. n
answer to Mr. Blake, he pead the namies of the
prrsans wie had applied for patents ton late,
Mro White, of Cardwell, opposes] the ball, as
et T dnsor to some abiises, wnd 18 wevtned
o hiny, Pardivmnent shoabl nat be eadlnd upon
to remedy the consequenees of the patentee’s
awn neglect. AMier turther Jiscnsaion, the bill
was ol A sevond tine,

Mr Bonlthee mpoved the second reading of the
o amend the Canwls Temperines At of
Is78. Its object was to make 1T uecesaary that
befire the Sentt At coudd go inta etfopt, it muwa
receive Hos wpprert of an absobitd mojority of

Mr. Osden moved

the lectars af the dhstnet,
in amendmeat the siv months heist, saying he
wus ].mn-! to way b represented ('nml!r.'v' whete
not ene drop of Huor could e sold without «
vinlation of the lawe Mr. Koxs supported the
aeobment, Meo Plumb and Mr. Bannerman
the billl Mr, Songtey said the real uestion
was whether the Sentt Aot shieuld be repenled.
Very fow teabers of the House had been olected
by ap absolute tmgority of the electors aud f
thig conid ot be oltarned uwder the excitemient
ot general slection, was it likely it could be
on the sulupicion of the Sedt At to a oo
pedity 7 Mo White, o Candwell, sipported the
billas b thenghit the principle contained fn it
ran throueh all our begislation,  Several other
mienters jotued i the debate, Hon My, Blake
and Bir Leoonrd Tilley buth taking the ground
that the il would teider the Seott Aet nugr-
tory,  The amendmenl was carried by vote
of 32 ta 5. ’

A bill to incorparate the Prace River B. R, Co.
was introdural by Hou, W MeDawgall and the
Honwe wljourned at a little past madnight,

On Wednesday, in reply to Mr, Blake, Sir
Leanand Tilloy stated there had been no despatel
from the Tmperial Government in relation to
such immigrtion.  Mr. Cartwright called the
atteation of the Hoaw to the ventilation of the
Commons building.  [n the whole conrse of 13
veres experience, he had wever known so many
tmembers HE, and thought the real mischief was
viuned by the tmpurity of the atmosphers they
breathed,  Mr. Plumb safd the firw principles
of ventilation were violated in the methods
taken to ventilate the House nnd advised knock-
ing out the windows,  Mr, Cavier said Ottawa
way ano of “the best drained cities in the
Dominion, and he thongh the atmasphere of the
House was as pure as that of any reom occupied
by so large o number of people.  Mr. Charlion

1Y

thought other catses besides the bnd ventilation

ll}iﬁh(. huve something 1o do with the prevailing
nic ‘

ness, and there could be better ventilation




