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THE WHITE CHEST.

It was just the house 1 wanted,  1n size and
situation” it suited me exaetly, as the phrase
goes, literally down to the ground.  Facing the
park and pl.\wd back from the high road, Wwith
nothing in front of it but the broad strip of
-v-mleu belonging to the termace in which it
Stood, and the open streteh of turf and trees, it
was the vary abode for a Lomdon season.  Its
rent, o, was extremely modenate ; it was in
sound “?puu‘: drainsge without o flaw ; fix.
tures, furniture and  decorations in the best
taste ; the owner anly desiving to let it occa-
sionally, because he went away from town each
spring. Why, then, did 1 hesitate to take it?
Why did evervboady hesitate to takeit? For
the Tast seven years and more it never had been
let. A the house agenis al that end of tawn
had had it in band oue after another. The
tening bad heen reduced each season that it vame
into the murket, and «till there was no finding
a teuant for it. - Everybody who went aver the
house was charmed with it. The eutrance
being in the rear, all the best rooms had w de-
lightfud southern aspedt, and going up from
floor floor wn thoy ii.\t visit of inspection,
everviody grew more delighted the hizher they
vl r.n' apariments ilur-umd in ok (‘('rlu]lleas,
if not in sizy,
became more extensive and alry, while, when
one reached the top story, and ascen »lcd by a
narrow stair on to the leuded st reof, with a

IS

high balnstrade mnnping around ir, the view
wis, 55 fhe house-agents exXplossed i1, vy

'.miqx.f- !

1 had heard the rumours abiout the lmum,‘ often
when 1 had been in to\\'u. amd my cariosity had
always been pigaued, so that now, \'m u 1 wanted

just such a house for the season, 1 determined
to go and look at it for lll\‘~t’xf
Finding all satisfactory and justas @expected

from bottom to top, | was <-|lpirn' vut on to
the reof with Mr, Lruvnh-». the ugent, and- was
saving to him:

AL, T ean't conceive why people won't
Hve hery,” when my eye fell upon a curious ob-

jeet erected npon the leads at the rear, and sur-
ronnded

a bigh ratling. It looked lke a
1t or glass lantern, abeuti ten feet
tigh and three browd,  But instead
of forming a Hzht for a staireass or oom be-
peatly itseomed to have been built for the pur-
anvering another cutious object, which,
ving neatly the whale of the space nnder
as, was plaiuly visible through i, This

}ong, iL‘h x‘

Wisis i

[S¥ehe 4
+ 11,)

Wwas long white 1mt rescmbling a4 seaman’s

chest more than anyihing, oniy much larger.
It restod upen four Lgs or teet, which raised 1t
about a fout rom the tlat surface of the roof. It
was paitited 2 ereamy white and vurnished, and
-.tp;-:‘»n-"&l\' el teing iutendad o open, any
mobe than its ghies covering, Bad no hinges or
ok K-\ its top or id.

Wihat the dence 35 that 27 sadd 1 ore Mro
Crunabis,
€3

7 replied that fanetionary, with an odd
expression of the face, ** that’s 11, sir.”
S What's i, pray

“ Why, the seeret, sir.”

Tl secret © How s it asecret ¢ What Jdo
vou u
“Weil, ~ir, what s it swhat's 3T meant for,

what's tuside nf i

s

Dot \nu know ’
¢ Na, »ir” .
 Pumesi't any one know 7

1 suppose sumdwis does, sir, hut we don't
we are forbididen to n-qmru or to atteap to rmd
vt o if we knew we shoudd e ablie to let the
houge, perhaps.”

** How long has it begn there O

“ A Tung while, T helieve, sir—
Vears. Before 1 v Ilr'w “

“ But whe putit up ¥

el .\Ir. Gavling, we sup

5 10 Know eXas Liv “when it

= 3 nobody
st appeared

thers,”
3ut the servanis,’
must know.”

Coh ] have heard th
Bouse at the thue ; they v
before it was put up.. Mr.
IHANY SEFVARS L Sumiiitnes
sumetiiges uone. Nobeldy
when Le's wway, but Le
with us.  He s alwoys chung
Mr. Gayl iu" is : [ have alws
it hiej i.n! vt Uraatns.”

“What ds im, ar w!un was he '

A pentleman in naval lue, | hvhma,
i:r-——t‘wv re rathier rum *ans, ' tol l. -

i H\.mph.’ 1 'mm, “yvery odd, Bur do ven
Tean o teil e ! (F}4 uu!wi\' wiil iwv Were b |
cause they don’t kuow what'sin that box

CThats partdy the reason, sie”

“AbLsurd,” 1 was going ot when
continued < )

CBut there's
it

I protested,  they
' Wire hone in the
o all distoissed just
Gayling never keeps

he has wuly one,

lives {n the house
slways leaves the keys
ing his xervants,
s heard hima say

L H?

the an

a clense in the agreement about
that's what does it sir,”
¢ bxpluin, b geid, ‘
CWell, sirg here ia the clause,”
duced the documien: :
torem] 1T yoursedf
Thusit ran
*And in taking the Imuw at the rental and
for the terg specified ax above, [ hereby solenin-
Iy plediemy oath never «hrwtl) ar mdxrm tiy,
(hmur'!i wmy own aygeney of that of othirs, to 1L-
t»lu[i 1o aneddle \n'h, to disturb the white
chest under the glass case on the reof, or 1o
seek in any way to discover for what- purpose. it
Lias been plau-d there, or what it contains; aud
¥ further guarantee that no person iv iy en-
ploy, nor anyone entering the house during my

and he ixrr)-
““ perhaps you would like

the outleok from the windows

Vthie

tenaney thereof, shall make any such attempt,

and 1 hereby undmt\tke that 1 the event of
their being detceted in doing so, or of my doing
s0, to farteit the sum of £1,000, and in mmurd

ance with the agreement, have, in the proper
legal form, lodged the said sumn with the bank-
ors of lhmn.ns Gayling, h\q., tha lossor; as o
guarantee of my good faith.”

** But for that clause,” woeni on the ageni, ax
I finished reading it with surprise, ** we ~hnuld
have no dlﬂlculu‘ in letting the house.”

“Pray, is the owner out of his mind I [
asked ina minute.

*“Not that 1'am aware of, sir; heis a very
pleasant, affableé gentleman, Mr. Gayling s
only, as | say, a little tum on some points;
nothing would induce him to strike out that
clause, for instanee.  Lor' bless you, sir, par-
ties never entertain it for a4 moment \\K«cn
they come to that part of the business, they
drop it like a hot potato.’

* Humph ! said 1 again, **it's queer cer-
tainly, but 1 don't see why one shouldn't ac-
guiesce 1 it doesn’t matter o rap to me what's
inside the chest. 1 should never want to med-

die with or disturb it, and J'd take very good
care no one elsy did 1 wonld padlock the
trap-door on the mof, and that would settle
that. AW ™ | continued, after walking round
the stracture aud loeking about me a bit—
“ul Useer precautions have been taken to’pre-

vent any access to this root trom the others on
either side, by this iron chevaux.de-frise; yes,
10 one cuu get over this, Well, i's an odd
freak, but 1 mn not sure that T am going to te
batked by it Il think abontit, Mr, Crumble)

And the vesult of my thinking was, that 1
signed the agreement two days afterwards, hav-
ing codormed to the peenliar stipulation re-
:.:\mhng the depusit. | had no fear ot losing
the thousand pounds ; the intersst on it was a
mere addition to the rent, awd the Liouse was so
exactly what 1 wanted, that it wounld even then
be cheap to me, with my large family of mother-
less children.

Nevertheless, 1 do not Jde n\’ that after all was
signed, sealed and settled, I was conscious of o
lurking curi ity and athplvlun reganiing [hat
mysterious etection. What could it be! What
could it contain ! {1 was constautly saying to
wyself,

Befure I had been inthe house 2 month,
began to act as a nightmare on we, an incubus

i

had ounly vmqho.l down as wt as far ns the
drawing-room, and there, when my eyes had
become accustomed to the speetacle of the in-
deseribable debiris, 1 1\1:\111{\ beheld resting
slantways across a stubborn vewmant of wall
what  had been the white ‘chest ; it was now
split aud: smashed, and ity contents were re-
vealed. '

Good heavens!  What \\'1\\ it that 1 looked
down upont I turned my fuce away for a mo-
ment with « shudder, fov. there, protruding
through the splinteved fragments of its onee
sreamy-white wooden case, was « huge leaden
coflin, which, in its turn welting and bursting
with the heat, displayed within the unmistake.
able form of a shrouded vorpse. I was in"the
act of drawing my compuanion’s attention to it
in herror, when suddenly there flew np around
it with redoubled fury, sueh’ a mass of flame
and smoke that it was vnm‘vl\' hidden, and soon
the lire had so spread und burst out again that
the horrible spectacle of this unintentional in-
cremation was shut from sight and the house
was finally burned to the grmmd

I pass over what immediately followed after
I bad made my way back to the friendly abode
where the members of my  family were shel-
tered. Iua few days !hv\' were an:lv settled
again in another lowe, fortunately not very
wuch the worse for the terrible searc.

In due course the time arvived for looking
into my losses, and while 1 was doing so T re-
ceived a letter from Mr. Gayling, who had come
tootown requesting an interview. T was glad
of this, for I foresaw that it must lead to some
explanation of the strunge circutustnnces sur-
ronnding  the agreement 1 had signed. My
cuntmt\' as to the contents ot the “Iule chest
had been rudely satistied, it was teae, but what
had been the veason for placing suclt an object
in such a place ¥ and this T was deternined to
find out, Unexpectedly Mr. Gayling disclosed
it to me immediately we met.

“1 have asked tor this interview, sir,”
said abruptly, ** because | am o ruived man.”

** But,” 1 mzcrpawd 1 am told you were
fully insured.”

““That has nothing te de’ with it,” he an-
swered | ‘“no insurance can restore the three
thousand a vedr which I lose by what has hap-
Fened I am simply going to el you certain

acts, bemme, when \un Tave heand them, |
shall put it to you whether yon will not nut of

he

I conld not shake otf. 1 was oppressed and de-
pressed by it in a way quite unuccountable.
Another wenth passed, during whieh, more
than once, T was tempted to go seeretly on ta
the roof .md to look at the thing sgain : there
was no harm in that;
in the boud, and, 1 nead hardiy say, 1
thing to provohe any new comment.
About i ween ufter my lust visit to the roof a
Iengthy debate kept me late at the-—Zsouiety,
and walking Lome for the sake of fresh air,
I tiund the widsummer dawn breaking as [
struck into Park Tane.
1 was startled by bbaerving in the western' sky
a strong light, not due to reliu.tml sunrise. AT
the mowent I saw ita fire-engine passed me at

SAW no-

commotion which a vontlagration canses in th
streets became evilent. No wan undergoes
this experience when he bas been away from
home many hours, aml sces the red glar rising
in the direction of his own house,
pang of anxicty, if not of terror.” How well
was suade evident ere | had walked 200 yards';
yos, merciful power ! it was say house that
was on fire ! i

1 can searcely rvecord what followed ; 1 only
know that semehow 1 found myself in the
midst of the police and tfiremen,  That I ex-

all the inmates of wy house, the

my children,
governess and the

that, as soon as I found this to be the case, 1,
accowpanied still by the superintendent, mount-
ed to the top of the adjucent residence, whence

Humes.

Once on this vantage.point, my. mind re-
verted to the white chest.
Yes; the flumes, though bursting
the windows of the upper stories; back and
front, had not yet doue mwore than wrench amd
crack portions of the glass-case.  For a time it
seemed as if this wonld be the most that might
happen.  The water secined to b gstting T
upper-band, and as it el i torrents on the hot
ruof such elouds of steam were throwii up with
stuke as wonld bave completely Tiddey
everything from view, but ithat our position had
tzen skx‘lui.v v}nlml anel was \wll to wind.
wanl of the burning mass,

But preseutly, amid the roar of ﬂmu-s there
came 1 dull, heavy rumble fora moment, and

out fromr all

CWithoit, of course; went  the’ fragments and

and blackened chiestitself - § hud wy eyes upon

it at the mnmmat and dowy jtwent deep into
the

utts ulncun'y of the dense smoke and
am wlx':::h always suveceds 1o Ehis climax
ol w contlugrition, . For several minutes no-
thing was to be tlh(i“x‘nw\ through the ‘over-
wlwlm.ng wreaths of ‘black-gray” fumies.” Buy
presently,
been quenched; there began (o be visitle by the
aid of chr fncrcusial Hight of the morniug, the
depths of this pit of Acheron. - Yet it was not
#0 very  dvep after all, for the fire liaving

originater] on the sceond foor, the !.zllmg roof

that was not forbidden |

Heaching Oxford street

full specd, and presently the first signs of the |

without « |

founded was this sensation in the present case ©

plained to the superintendent who T-was, and !
that, under his escort, | soon ascertaiued that.

servants were in, safety, and
had been waken intoa neighbonr’s at the rear; !

the firemen were directing the hose upon the”’

Was it still there U

then with a tremendous erash the roof felliin, -

framew ()rl. of the ths cise sud the now charréd-

thoagh the light from “the fire had .

your amwple means feel that some compensation
is due to me. The fact is that it has been
during your tenancy of my !mu-«‘. and tluough
accident or uegligenve o1 the jart of same vne
for whow you are rmpo»ml e, that my ruin has
Leen brought about.”

¢ Ddon’t naderstand youl”

** Listen, sin,” he went on, *“and yonwiil, |
was brought up to the sea and tollowed it till
Swid-lite, for 1 owas entirely dependent on my
own earnings? My only relative at this tme
IETH u.d naele, wiso i sailor, and & most ee.
centrie man, as you wiil prese aely sei,  Fulteen
vears ago b suddesly e into n hege soue of
money ; [ never knew how, but he retieed pud
took that howse, - He had m’zh‘ been in it three
years when a mortal <n~knma overtonk him | he
sveift e e,

O Tow,’ said he, “ am dying, and | zlun':
like it; ! am terrificd, not so much at the
thought of deuth us at the thonght of burial ;
sailor's grave 1 would unt mind, but to be boxed
;up awd thrust into the earth—-no, Tom, [ won't
stated it © 1 look to you'tn sue timt it doesu’t
“happen. - I'veaade  wy will, Tom—Uve loft

youail I possess—-hut on one mndmun, anid it
is that youare my hoir so long as Lam well
above ground, asd no lokge rmark the waords,
wll above gmxml l)nvvtlv am bhuried, or
wy remains are allowed to mingle with mother
earth, as she is called—=she ‘was no mother Lo
me, the sea was iy wother, for T was born at
: seim-all my money, mind, goes utrawhl to the
Seaman's flospital, every prouy of it .
A asked of my

i

Sut what s T to Wdo? 0
unele; *how shall 1 be able to carry out such,
a strapge condition ¢ Have vou so expressed it
in your will " -

“‘er, indeed | hiave,” he auswersd, @ ansd

- legal aud \;mdmh you'll find it, as c:\pr\-.sw-l in
the words, ‘o lung as T am well above ground,”
Pt OBt what am U te doswithiyou ! 1
asked.

YU, run e up ﬂiutt nm.&thvml me, any-
thing you like, but don't l»ur_y e,

SOWH, went an Mr. Gayling, ' to make a
long story shmt. [ found that the conditions of
the old man’s will were bisling, aud his ex-
cutors anl nivself it upon the plan of hoisting
the eoftin upon the roof. of his house.  Under
vertain couditions we fonmb that it was possible
for i Jegally to du this. o Sobodismissed my
thres sorvunts, and employed o conutey under-
tuker, my. sl »Iu}- s carpenter, for the purpose,

.un

- -

Tur l'rvn(h Arny bas” just hvvn supplicd
wuh e colours and “standurds,
laurel traversed by s guhln n dart takes the place
of “the cold | Tmperial - Vagle,” atd the letters
SR.E together with the regimental mimber,
cast in bronze, add Lo the ormanentation,  The
tag itsell bears the inscription, ** République
Frangaise, - honueur ot patrie,”
“whilst each. of the faar, corners is Gllud with
Jarge golden -~ wreaths, inving - the regimental
ntmber in the centre. . Oun the other siﬁc of the

colonrs the nameé of the regiment’ is fuscribed,

and~a listof “battles, drawn up- by a kpecial
commission, They will likewisae be decorated

A wreath of

in the middle,-
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Solutions Lo Problemz sentin by Morrespoadent
il dulvacknowluiped

TO CORRESPON

)
N

D) r's.

J. W, I'hanks for ‘severnl comnuni
cations.

AL (1, Woifthill, N §.-=Your fotter pust received, Wil
auswer i next Colum,

CUROIL ML, Sherbrooke, Qo —Uorrect solation received
of Problem for Young Players, Na, 207,

S R.—"The position is n drawu gawme.

B, HoSolutiva of Problew for Young Players No,
07 received.  Correct,

K., Mountreal.—

We ree it stated in the cliess codmar of the Vuited
States thut the friends of Mr. Maux Judd are desirius of
bringing about & matell between bim and l‘upt.un Mae-
keuzie, fur the championship of Awmerica and o Largs
sum of money, We ure convineed that this coutest,
should it cutno off, will be wmoxt futerrsting te the lovers
of the game ip nll parts of the workd,  The syevessful
piay uf the Uaptain at Parls during the Jate Touraament
Ban called vspecial atteution te his skiil in wil chess cir
oles, uid, uf this we tre sure, thit whoever mny ander
take to deprive biio of his pressat prawd position, will
fiud thiot he Wins 1o eagy task to acvamplisii. Cunlests of
this natire, however, are at af) times Recessary and nee-
ful. They atond exeitenient to thoae who bave s thon -m:h
knowledize sl appreciation of the gume, ant they e
increase the rauks ot those who wre 10 be to the fatan
the lending pluyers of this and ather rounteios,

Clq,\miu Muskenzie returned to Now Yok oo Wedneas-
Auy last, Iy visit to Buston was ol o inore poivile
ture thitn some ythers, and but bttt yabi shess pelay.
frigr was indolred i A few games witihe Mre Haww
and Mr. Wire coraprisioag sbout aid t was done,
speaks enthnsinsticalty of lns reception everywiare,

e
an-j
espacinlly so of his experiences in Monteeat o= Tur?, Fuid

and Farm.

We learn frau Lea Fevus dea Jewe, fe 1t e Tonir-
ey which ia guing to take placs ot S5 P Daryg wil
Lo the tiost brilhast which has ad yet been o Hussis
Mussivurs Winawer, whe will go exprass from Warsaw,
Tehigarine. the raf the Rassian cliess fonrnal
charine, Mapine, fers, il Nohotmatl wilh take
in it The frst prize witl HRkely be
Argus and Express.

PR Trdtion

Punl Morphy bas petitioned W court 2o ok
heouse he occupies iy New Oeienns sciie tepints whoor
accuses uf comilog inta his renum atn ,,.:u and tenring
clothey, hats uud cravats, Poor Paal e Hlaptford,
Times,

Another gamy of chess wih .,\nx.: chosstivs
piayed tn Puitsbungd, i, on the Jith ol ¥
spoctaile will be presey wt the
the bepelit of the Mero, 2
touruey is Bown p'u;:n« » bt wee
the chess clitbs of thnt ity 5 the tw-.- «
to sonduet tae pablic ;:.n.w Tl :
be reprexented by some of the Jend en of Pattshurglo
britilant costammee, uud the ovent o fuy ward to
with great interest

wreked
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PROBLEM No, 212,
By M.OJ. Marphy, Quebes
BLACK,

WK

White to play andnate in two moves.

CAN.\IJ(A.\’ CHESS CORRLSPONDENCE TuLr
NLEY,
GGAME 30,

Played between Meo Jostiua Cinwaon, of 8¢, Jobn

N.Boaad Me. W, Braithwaite, of niogviide, Out,
iSuctub Lot}
WHITE .~ (Mr. Clawsvn ) BLACK.~{Mr, Uralthwaite ;
LoPta R § oo KA
SR Kt i3l QR I3
LPwgQ4 S0 1 takex
L. BwQB4 $oB ey
.00 Kt oK Kt.d JOKNte 103
6, Kttakes K U} P 6. Kitahes Kt
7. 1 takes Kt (e} 7. K takes I}
2. Qo BRI (ew) 2, P KK
9. Qtnkea B3 DoVt ia)
10. Q takes P (ch](l) Lo, tftakes ey
1 P taken (3 o Ktw g Keh o
2 Ktto Ry 120 R te K s fem
, Kta Qg 1. MK vy
Mo BwgQ WMo Kutake s g 1
15,1t Koag th P R
6. B Kty 19, P to K W3
17, B b4 U.Pilo K Kt4
I, B Kid 04 Rt Q wg
oKW M PleQ Ke
2L PtoQ B4 WP tahes Voo ez (cin
2LV takes 1 2LOKE W B S dvs e

ad White reslggne:h.
) NOTES.
() 8o far Wil is heourding 1o the bank,
(b) Castliog I8 reeommanded ot this peint,
<6 The beginolog of w string altack, reaniting from
White's tenth move, which fed tonu wichange of Qiterun

td) A fata) mave, which joers the gawe ai om e. He

with wreaths at the eorners..

hould Buye ghusnget otf the Jlualk,




