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{Written for the Canelicn IHhutrated Newas.)
HOUSE-HUNTING.

Did you ever go house-hunting? “Of course
you have. \_thrc is thg lady who Im.-i not
started off with the evening paper or a list of
houses to let in her pocket, only to return
after a morning’s walk, tired, footsore and
weary, and not a hit nearer to what shie wants,
The tirst bouse is too emall; the nextis too
large ; this one scems to be very desirable,
bt close beside itis a stoneyard, the per-
petunl chip, chipping of which makes one
pervous; that oue is agreat deal out of repair,
or it would do, and a8 a house out of repair
involves cither o conflict with the landlord or
a greater expense to yourself, it won't doj in
one veour have to pass throngh one bedroom to
reach another, whilst in still another the
bacement is %0 low and dark that a light is
vequired half the day, making the place look
like nominiature temple,

I have been house-hunting and  very
wretched work @ found it—very much harder
than the hard work of which these men
complain when they come home o ten, and
nothing like so well paid  From Monday
morning il Saturday night 1 kept on the
chase, when [ rested, weary and disgusted,
ouly to stare again the next Monday.  North
and Sonth, East and West, up the main streets,
down the side streets, up this avenue and
through that square, past this place and that
row, hiave L searched and yot success seems as
far off as ever.  Somchody says ¢ yon must be
diffienlt to suit” I amofa humble turn of
mind and know what is called & woman's
place better than to contradict, bat really |
Jon’t think that I am. We only want a nice
snug house st a reasonable rent, but that
seems to be just what we can't get. The snuy
houses sre unreasonable, and the reasonnble
houses are certainly not snng. A snug house,
you say, “ that is an casy phrase, but what is
your idea of asnug honse 27 Wellp my iden
of a suug house isa light, cheerful house, in a
respectable locality—that i whut all the wd-
vertisemetits of the house-agentz say—with
about six nice rooms besides kKitchen, and not
g0 far from the city that after going to the
oftice, the store, or the market and walking
back, one is tired oat for the rest of the day.
I know that there are cars, which are a grest
convepienee it is trne. Buot then the cars
den’t tun everywhere——although why they
should not [ don't kunow——and besides one
docs not always want to ride, and then it
every member of the family rides regularly,
the onst at the end ofthe year makes a hole in
the purse, and materially affects the family
borderet, Gue gtreet is too zrand, another too
small, one is too busy, another oo dull) and
altogether the whole affuir is very nvarly
heart-trenking, 1 would say iU was heart-
Levaking, ouly perbaps some gentleman may
reawl this ladies' colmmn wnd sneer, and /uy—
fadue !

There woere several curtous thingz struck
me when house-buntivg, Did yvou cver notive
the difterent ways dithrent peaple have of
showing the hotzes? One Lady shows you all
the good qualities of the house, asarres you
thiat it ix womest comfortable dwelling, nover
feaks, is the easicat honse she was evey tnoor
Kevping warin—in fact praising it np to snel
aw extent that yeu hegin to wonder why she
wants to get rid of suech adesivable abode,
Viagne guspicions puss throngh yone mind
that she must get a premivm from the land-
lord for letting it oft ; but perhaps it is only a
triap to cateh you into saifering the same in-
conveniences that she has found, aud the ofd
Adam—or the old Bve which is it 7—peeps
ont.  Another lady tells you of all ite bad
qualitivs ; that the honse is fall of dranghts,
that there uever was such a place for rass,
that as for the mice no cheese is safe from
their depredations, that all the water tips
leak, excepting when the cisternis so bad that
yon have to wurn off the water; that to keep
it warm costs all your money and bothers out
your life, and that altogether it is the most
wiseralile honse to which her. wretched fate
ever seut hers Some receive you pleasantly
s show you' everything politely  enougi.
Others show yotr everything as well, bat they
show also they think it vers hard fndecd that
you should come peering into theiv homes,
ctiticising their furniture, wondering “whers
the creature got ber taste,” and geoerally
mnking vourself a nuisance, as you certainly
are doing. Dut then somebudy said that man
i a gregarions animal, and surely woman is
one algo, andf so it is the least thut people
having houses to let can do to show vou all
sbout them, and do it also ws civilly and
plensnntly ws they know how, © And then the
tronble is great to you as well as to the,
They have only to go ap and down the stairs
i one honse whilst you have been going up
and down stairs in perbaps a dozeny in fact,
You might just as well have been on the
treadmill, An, well Lwe all have our sorrows,
and must Jo penance more or less in this
world, and. I suppose it is for that benign
purpose that we have to go house hunting, )

Then did you ever notice the servant girls ?
] beg their pardon-—the young Iadies who do

us the honour to assist us.in our domestic
concerns ; who are content, or moderately so,
to live a8 we live, to take our money, do as
little -work as possible, and gencrally show
us that we are under the obligation and not
they, In one house we visited we were re-
ceived by a girl who had elegant clothes on
her buck and her hair dressed in the Intest
fashion, with a fringe on her forehead, but
who snon showed the smartoess was all out-
side instead of inside her head—where it
ought to have been. She was woefully stupid.
She did not know how many rooms there were
inthe honse  Perhaps she was not a type of
her class ; let us hope 0. But we must not
trench upon this subject < a committee of lndies
have it on hand, and if they cannot settle it,
the question must be abandoned as one of the
things that will never be known @ on this side
of thesun.”

Then the landlords.  One treats his tenants
as if they were human beings and were not
made only to serve for an orange and be
squeezed.  Another takes just the opposite
course, amd presses and squeezes till there is
nothiog Left of yon to squeeze,  And by the
wiy how is it that the Iandlords have all been
affected  with the fever for raising rents this
year? My fricnds nsed to say that the rents
wore higher here than in most cities in Can-
ada.  But what muost they be now ?

Then why should all this tedious and
wearisome work be thrust upon the ladies.
Surely the men ought to take some share
Inrger than they do now in the hunt for a
house; and [ wonld suggest to my lady rea-
ders whether,as this is the age of associations,
some aocivty shonld not be formed having for
its object the reduction of men to their proper
sphere of house-hanters.

Jut in all scriousness, T feel sure that all
my veaders who have been house-hunting will
uree with me that there is a great scarcity of
pleasant, moderate-sized houses at reasonable
rents,  Large mansions can be had in plenty,
baut houses snitable for a famnily with moderate
means are really very scarce; and it secms to
me that if some coterprising person—and I
hear my gwentlemen friends talking every day
about the enterprise of this city—won'd only
build a few bocks of sach honses as  are
necdued, it would be an excellent specalation.

VLancue B—.

THE FASHION PLATE

INIESN SASHES,

Naow 1.

abwag?

C'onsists of two blanek moird ribbons
in. in width-——the one S in., and the
other S0 i Tang. These are looped togethier as
shawn {0 the Hlustration, rounded oif at the
lower el pleataed ot top and fstened to the
girdie, the fustening belng eovered with a bow
of 27 in, ribbone Trimuaring of black guipure,
i, deepo and fringe 5o mateh,

Ny, o This wash ix niso mude of black gros-
gradn, ¢ fne sdeep, suranced in loops with Jong
euds. Thea datter are cimbrobderad {n various
colonrs atul edoet with 5 in, fringe.

COIFFURES,

N L This eaiflure consists of a pleated pufl’
o brown velvet, 1o which are attached two
poeach-coloured ostrich feathers.w.one long and
ot short—and ot of heron plumes of a like
shaste

N b This eonsists of oo wrenth of mosg-rose
buods, with o bineih of dowers sund leaves at one
shlir amd a xpray fulling behind,

Na, o A

=priay of white convolvulus, or
morning-wlary,  The fowers are nuule of silk,
and the leaves should be green and brown,

vetted with red.

Nao, i, Similar tothe Insg, but with twosprays
falliny belijnd, The materials are purple velvet
prinshes naed fioht green huavoes,

Noo .

cisxus

The head pieee is made up of nare
blossoms aml huads, wlth o spray of
heuwtber Glling behind,

HOUSE CAPE,

No. 80 House Cape of pluk erdpe-de-chine,

with o doublby row of swan's down trimming.
FARLY SPRING BONNETS.

No, 9 Black velvet bounet trimmed with
bows and ends of blaek velvet ribbon and a
Inng spray of lHghi-blue emavolvulus,  Three
cornered vell of tigured black net with a lace
cedxing,

N, 10, Plum-eoloured stk rep bonnet with
vep triminings tomateh. In front’an algretto
of green feathers,  Fizured net vell edged with
faie.

N, 110 Puen silk bonnet, trimmed with rep
ribbhons of a darker shade amd a spray of roses,
Vel teimmed with knotted fringe,

Nen 12 Light blue fiille is the material used
for this bonuet, the double edges of which should
he plented as shown in the lusteation,

Nao, 13, Cottture for the theatre, of black
erépe-tisee,  with loug ends terminating with
tassels, :

No. 11, Violet velvet is the minterial for this
bonnel.  The tront edge should be turned up,
The {rimmings eonsist of violet rep ribbons,
lace punl, ostrich feather and varlegated plum-
nge,

e, Colby's Anti-Costive and Yonic Pille are
not a Quack Medicine,

A petitlon 18 belng got up by the ladies of
Olasgow, asking Mr. Gladstone to revive thaold
Iaw of the relgn of Queen Margaret, nf Scotland.
In those days Parlinimont passed an net thatany.
maiden lady, of high or low degree, should have
the liberty to choose for a hushand the e on
whom she hald set her fancy, If any man ree
fused to marry her he was heavily nined, ae-
cording to the value of his worldly possessions,
The only ground of exemption was previous
betrothal,

We read in the Sehwol Bourd Chroniele: < It ls
genernlly known in educational cireles that the
teaching personnel of the mixed schools fu the
Unlted States consists of both sexes, In many
cases, Indeed, the number of lady assistiants has
outnumbered that of the masters. I now gather
from one of our Dutch contemporaries that the
Amerlecan example has for the first time boeen
followed in Holland, where mixed education
has been for years the rule instead of the ex-
ception. In one of the Duteh boroughs twno
Livlies, daughters of cotnmon connellinen, have
volunteered their services ns achool assist
and the pralseworthy example of the dies
s likely to be soon followed by other spirited
and respectable women in the country.”

Sarcah Butillon, a fetory girl of New Ifamp-
shire, has had a fairy history, In a newspaper
she neeldentally saw the name of @ Mr. Butillon,
of Natehitoehes, who had taken part in some
public demonstration. The name being guite
uncommon, Sarah wrote 4 modest letter of in-
quiry, giving her own genecalosy, and sngrest-
Ine that there might be some relationship.  In
a fortnight canme an answer, cheorfily written,
in which a distant relationship was demeaone-
strated. The Southerner a:dded that he was oid,
without family, and had few friends, and ear-
nestly hoped for a continuation of the corr
pondence, Agreed to, and kept up for three
years; but her lastletter remained unanswepoed
for three months, when came R Inessage {rom
Mr. Butition's lawyer, inforining her that the
dear old man had left har his whole property,
amounting to over 310,000, Sarah,by-the-way,
Just before receiving the news, had married a
young man of herown rank, and vow they have
gone down to Natchitoches tn lonk after voetr
assots,

The servant girls of Springfield, IiL, have
lately entered {nto a combination, which has
been successful to the extent of seriously em-
barrassing  their employers, They
manded such a long st of privite in addi-
tion to Increased wages, thiat the mistresses
have been obliged, In selfidetence, to refuse
complinnee. According to the correspondent
of the Chieazo Evening Jowrnal, < the walls and
fences are placarded with <Girl Wanted.”” The
papers contiain numerous advertisemonts of the
sime charaeter, and the ladies of many houso-
holds are doing kitchen work in preference to
submitting to the insolence of aggressive sers
rant-galism. A servant left a good paying
plice theather day beeause shie was nat permi-
ted to use batter for dressing (nstoa] of land,”
In & comparatively small eity, the opportini-
ties for communication are =o extensive that
the maids of all work flhisd no diftienity in met-
ing for the discussion of what 1 tilnased
to eall their grievances; and the bond orsympa-
thy between them s 50 strong thitt o insult one
{s tankunount wo a declaration of war against the
whole number, This, at least, has been the
expertenco at Springfleld, and we hope the
housekeepers like it.

have de-
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A Chinese empeoror cannot scelect an empr
from the imperial family. Hemust take aowife
from the people, amud she must bhelong tao ane of
the « eight banners,”  When o bride was to he
selected for the present emperor orders wera
issued to the chlefs who had danghters ot the
destred age to send them to the paliwce, Strange
1o say, families do not desire their danshters to
become the wife of anemperor. Sheis unt only
lost, as It were, to her friends, but by her maor-
ringe her parents and family are brought into a
prominent position, which fs often dangerous
in a country like China. However, on the ap-
pointed day six or seven hundred girks appeared.
They were minutely inspected, and about sixty
selected as the result of the examination. N\
second and a third inspection reduced the nume-
her to twenty ; and finally, by aserios of exymi-
nations, the empress was chosen,  The youtg
emperor secms (o have felt some interest in this
competitive examination, for while it was going
on he had adream, It was that he had fallen
in love with a young lady, and that she wa
hamp-backed. As lame and deformed  were
ordered to the palice-——many being reported so
by their parents to prevent their being sum-
maoned—a humpbacked girl was reatly amonge
the number, and the emperor ook the dream
as an omen that this was the one who ongbit 1y
be his wife. She was one of the fdest fify or
sixty selected, and medical men were consultd
as to the possibility of curfng the deformity.
After some vain eflorts, it is sahl that a farriee,
A very strong man, tried by foreeé alone to push
fu the hump, and it ended in the death of the
poor girl,

The bload is composed of minute particies or
dises resembling the seales of o fish, Naorvans
foree §s the agent by whieh these dises are con-
veyed to the exercised museles,

In the several maoembers of the body, the
museles are mostly voluntary, those of the
heart, lungs, stomach, &e., are involuntavy,

In order to restare a discasod or enteobled
vrgan, {118 necessary to promote the stvongth
of museles through the nervons systens,

We have uo nervous tonfe at once so relinble
and convenient as Fellows' Compound Syrup
af Hypophosphites, and we, thercefors, glndiy
recommend it in the dsease of such oroans axs
depend for health upon involuntary muscalar
action,

Jaeabh’s® Rheumoatie Liguld Cures Tooth Ache:

Aews of fhe EWerk,

T DoMINION.—The NovaSeotin Legisiature
is suminoned to meet for the despateh of busi-
ness on the 27th inst, A number of new
Post Oftiees are being estabiished in British Co-
lumnbia, The Pacifie RIR. charter was signed
on Saturday last. It i3 rumouraed that con-
siderable reductions will be made in the militia
expenditure, without,  however, reducing the
Sl A commisslon has been appointed
to ingulre nto the canse of the recent fire at
the uebhee Court House,

Uxired Startes.~~The motlon for a new trial
of Tweed has been refused.  ‘Phis ends the pro-
secution for the present. A slight shock
of carthyuake has been felt at San Franeisco,
The Misses Greeley have withdrawn from
the contest overtheir father's will, Evans,
the murderer of Grorglana Lovering, has been
sentenced to be hung on the third Tharsday in
Febrary, 1874, - -The Directors of the Anglo-
Amertean and French Atlantic Cable Compa-
nies have resntved to reduce the tarift on mes-
sages between Great Britain, Franee and New
York, from one dollar to seventy-five cents per
word, nn Ist May.

GrEAT DRUTAIN.—~Parliument was openedon
the Gth inst, Her Majesiy was not present, the
speech heing read by a commission, Sir
Alexander Cockburn has refused o peerage and
has received the Grand Cross of the Order of
the Bathe—Some of the Wealsh eolfiery proprie-
tars are aboul to import Chinamen to work in
the pluce of strikers, The library and
cinck-tower at Woolwich Academy have been
destroyed by fire. The wentherin England
hins been unpreecedently cold, One hundred
persons were frozen to death in three days.
There have also been heavy snow-storms and
violent gales.  Many cases of shipwreek are re-
ported.

France. ~—The Committee of Thirty has
agreed to modify the constitutional project hy
ciding the veto power of the Exceutive, so
to atlow the President to suspend the opera-
tion of a law by tis veto for two months after
its passage by the Assembly, and also of giving
the President the right to participate personally
in debates in the Chamber on interpellations
and all questions of general policy. The
amendment proposd by M. Haussonville, pro-
viding thit the council of members shall de-
clite whether the presence of M. Thiers is re-
quired in the Assembly during disenssions on
interpeliations, has been adopted. Itis helieved
that this will lead to a rapture between the
Presldent and the Aszsembly.

GrEpMANY.—The fortifications at (Cologne,
Kanigsberg, Withelmshafen, Kiel, and Posen,
are ro be strengthened.———The L C, Bishops
have protested against the passage of the Ee-
clesjastienl Biil, A bitl has been introduced
in the Federal Council imposing taxes on the
transucetions of the 8tock Exchange.———=The
new biil for the reorganization of the German
army provides for a service of twelve years to
be divided into three classes, viz: three years’
serviee with the colour regiments, four yeurs in
the reserve foree and tive years inthe Lundwehr.,

3v the provisions of the bill the army on a
peace toating will number. 401,689,

AvrstuiAa~The Vienna Exhibition building
fis boen completed. Among the Royal visitors
the Sultan is expeeied to be present at the open-
.- The eholera is raging in Hungary,
e\ resolution has boen introduced in the
bret at Posth, urgently demanding the expul-
<ion of the Jesutts from Hungiary———-The
Fmpress Caroline Augusta, widow of Emperor
Franels L., and grandmother of the reigning
Emperor, died on Satarday, aged $1

SpaaN.—The Infant Prince has been chris-
tened Louls Amadeus Fernando, The cap-
tain of the < Murilio®” aud the ofticer who was
on wateh at the time the dizaster tothe #North-
feet™ happened, are held as prisoners on n
Spanish man-of-war pending investigation, The
crew are ander guard and are not atlowed 1o go
ashore,  The Spuanish authorities who have
miule an examination of the < Murillo? declare
that she shows no signs of having been in colli.
=iony, mand it i their belief that she is guiltless
of runuing down and sinking the # Northtleet,”
S voral Carlist bands have been routed.
e A sUPER R 0F Lhe postinen has taken plaee,
A Republican deputy has proposed an
amendment to the Porto Rico abolition bil,
extemding its provisions to Cuba,nnd providing
thit <laves themselves and not their nusters
shnil receive indomnity.———"The bili making
militury servies compulsory on-all hax boen
winptoed,

PoRTUGAL—The engineers and stokers on the
Portugnese raiiways struck recently, but were
eompelled by dovernment interfersnea to re-
Turn to work.

RS —-Uholora hns made s appearance in
the south-western distriots Berlin
Post says that in Diploneie cireles at St Pe-
ferstuiry the  assuranees  given the o British
Goverigent Hy Count Sehouvalott are not sis-
tainel, Thoe feeting Is that the eonditions tobe
I posed on Khiva will depend on the measure
of hep restsfance and Russia's saeritiess,
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GRERC Eea A torrible earthquake has aceurred
in the Island of Samoes, enusing great destroe-
tion of property anid loss of life,

INDIAL—AD carthquake has oceurreid at the
city of Lahore, attended by heavy destructlon
to human 1ife.

CCENTRAL AMERICA.~There has been . a ter-
rible hurricane at Aspinwall, by which consi
derable damage has been done to shipping,




