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OCTAVIUS SKEGG83 THE W4CE 'YO'JkI MA14,

ET y . L.

Mr. Octôviua Apollo Skeggi
IVas a bachelor boid, hale and hearty,
And what ivith bis head and Isa leautiful legs,
Wus a vcry îîice man for a party.

SONG.

"CONLY think! Figgins,"1 exclaimed Mrs. F. one
eycniug to, ber busband, as h. entered Uic sbop with
a chandlcr'a wicker basket on bis ansi, having juat
delivered a quarter of a pound of eights, and balf an
ounce of Uic best guupowder tea to/ho order of one
of their principal customners ; Ilonly Uiink ! those
Browns bad a party lust sight, and we werc'nt
asked. 1 a4sppose we'rc not guod enough for them
nuw, since they've left off the marine store and coin-
xnenccd in the cook-sbop hune. But people should'nt
forget what tbey werc once, and hoîv they got their
mouey; for my part, I've always had niy suspicions.
Thauks be, though we do keep a chandler's shop,
our mouey's honeat come by, and wc dosent niake
sassengers out o' arqy thing. And let me tell yon,
Mr. Figgins, thse next Urne thcy seud their gýroe
ber. for sale, youll deduet two pence ha'penny for
thse pieces of brick sud lumps o' tatoca found in thc
laut, yôu werc ie enougis to aliow thens te oheat
you in, more shame for you."

IlMy dear," attempted to remonstrate Mr. F.,
"you know 1 have told yuu twcnty times-"
" Yes," interrupted bis dominant lady; " 1 tell

yuu sir, you are nu man of business, or we should'nt
ho as wc are now."e Here the amiable lady drew a
long sigh, and entcred'into a gloony relation of
ivhat they might have been, had Mr. Figgins been
like sume mse cisc; aud concluded by endeavouring
'to convince bise, that if bche af in bue thse spirit of
the Smiths, (ber maiden name,) he'd give a party
that would abew tihe Browns bc was'nt to be out-
dunc..

ButMr. Figgins, who did not sec the matter ex-
actlY in Uic smmn point of view as bis intelligent
lady, attributabie no doubt to his being lms clear
hcaded than Uic Smiths, appeared much inclined te
contest thse Point witb Mr&. F.

'My dear, ive ca't afford it-wbat signifies--"
"Vas, that's hike you, juat like you-wbatever

you think is likely te do %te good, or malte me happy,
you always oppose, you do Figgins Il" and ber. the
injured lady, checkcd in hec voiubility by the
strength of ber feciiugs, applicd thse corner of bser
apron to ber eye, breatbcd two or threc deep aigbs-
they might have been intended for sobs-and- exhi-
oited sundry bysterical contortions of the counte-

cbdate heart of the littie tallow chandier was
melted-be aeized ber band-

IlJemimy, (a contraction of iemiina,) Jemmy niy
soul, compose yourself!"

"Fig-Fig-"1 wus ail the sensitive lady esdd
reply.

"lCompose yourself, my ail, my loved-I consent
to ail-to every thing-l won't object to nothing at
ail, only don't faint."1

.ASter the lapse of' a few minutes, during which'
the distressed Mr. Figgins neyer ceased to assure
Mrs. F. of hie determination to leave the party
question entirely in her own banda, if she'd only
Ilcomw to.'? That lady, by thejadicieus application
of a blown out conuie, the odour fromn *hich allowed
to enter the nasal orifice, is an infallable restorative
in sucb cases, did "lcoine to," and, assistcd in her
plan of operations by ber daughter, Misa Arabella
Jemima Catherina Figgins, (the two ladies putting
their bmesd toget&er,) it was deterrminedl to give a
,set out the next evening, that sbould astonish, the
Browns, and procure them the onviable company of
the charming Mr. Skeg s-the former the chief de-
sire of the elder-the latter the sole wish of thc
younger lady.

In one of those numerous courts in the viciuity of
Drury Laue, once the resort of the. lowest and moat
degraded of both sexes inbabiting the. great metro-
polis, but whicb, bappily for the. tbickly popuiated
neighbourhood around, and the community at large,
has within the iast two or tbrec ycars, by the vigi-
lance of thc magistracy, been considerably purged of
their wretcbcd inmates, aboust balf way up, was an
old decayed building, which appcared te threateas
the passcr-by with 'immediste deatruction-the
windows werc iituffed with filthy rags, and its whole
appearance denoted the extreme of povcrty. But as
there was scarcely a bouse in the court which did
not present the samne repulsive appearance, it would
have calledl for no particular notice, but that to-
ward it the messenger, (Master Figgins) conveying'
the invitation te Mr. Skegge, directed hie steps.
The door, as is usual in such purlicus, wao wide
open, veriIying the. proverb Ilthcre's boueur amnong
thieves ;" -but arrived bere, there being neither
knocker nor bell, Master Figgins (cît himself rathet
pcrplexed as to 'tII. course fi. shouid neit puratuet
but finally adopted the. expedieut of stamping on tiI.
flur, snd sftcr arnuaing himacîf in this manner tblr
about ten minutes, a half naked, dirtyl stufte
urchin made bis appearance from, thc basemelit.
Eying hlm witb some suspicion, Master Figgino en-
quired wbetber Mr. Bkeggs livcd there 1 he boy
opeDed bis Mouth, closed lit again, starcd, snd ivith
a knowing wink sbook bis bead. Master F. re-

pcated i&a esquiry.
IlKega 1'> at length replied the. bol, with au ap-

fparent dubiouincss, that cvinccd,he was ratbcr &t 0,
n:).cc-aiariniing symptom3 ! It was tu rnuch, the ioss to know what kega meant.


