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mx\muﬁmut pnseunt was' Tolled ‘into’ the room.
At first ho searcely noticed it, for he was weary
of thecommon and fantastic spectacles he had'so
often gazed wpon, till a voice of exquisité melody
attracted his attention, and he turned to see from
~whence it came.  Then he was rivetted, not in-
i deed by the fancy and leauty of the scenery,
“though surpassing ns it did, any he had ever seen
Lefore, bng by the lovely maiden who was thread-
ing the Inbyrinthine walks of the forest of Fadlo,
Never had any being so brilliantly benutiful met .
liis eye before; he feared to spealk, lest ho shoukd
dissolve the charu, for he conld not helieve her
© mortal; il she were so, from whenee had she
“come, and why had he never till now beheld her?
7 These questions passed rapilly through his mind,
~and he was turhing to nsl from some one . solu-
i tion of his doubts, when the appearance of the’
. other actors in the-scené’ arresteil his attention.
*As 'Comus anil his:erew. of “drunken :revellers ¢ g
enciteled thie fnir zirly Rochester hnslxh sprang
. forw md, as if"to her assistence, thcn recolleclmg.
hunsdf dve .uddeul_\' b But the impaticnt |
-rcsture lind buen ‘noticed b_) @ keen observer; Si
'J.'Immna O\erbur), A
pusﬂng inhis frlend’s mmd and he hoped lhrough'
the inpression which' he saw! lho benut_y of the
- vnknown had prmh\ce(l on the oty carl, to win
himfrom’kis -onncvon with thé humble, Alice,
T wlsshe not: beautiful 27 lm suld approaching.
" Robert;
4 Is she morlnl nrn(humt) 27 nskc(l the young
wan 3 “surely she must have wingal her way
hither from some brighter sphere, and [ tremble
Test she depart ns suddenly as she has appeared.”
i “Youneed have no such fear,” answered his
friend. "“ Cun you be iguornnt that this frans-
1 - cendant erenture is wo ather than the yonthful
. Cuuntess of Issex? -She has just nrrived nt court,
© aodthis is her first uppenranice; stirely 3011 nmst
have heard her history?” .
“8he is e dnu"hlu' uf thc hnusc ‘of Ho“nrd—
s she not?™’ :
S Yos; and was married \\hcn onl_) llnrlcun by
th. king's order,'to- the young arl of Essex, but
one’yeur her senior ; the poor children thought
itn pretty thing ‘to ‘e - wedded, and -could not
. renlize’ how much of. their l‘uuuolmppmuss was
4 un‘ohed b) the-act’: ‘1o was sont'to the eonti-
5 nont to cumpletc lis education, nx\d ‘she returne:
“ta tho nursery from which she:is now Jjust freed
tho earl is E\pectod home shortly, nnd her parents:
: have sent the young bride to u)urt. that she may
“be prepired to adorn the high place to w hich she ¢’
is- destined: You -must be- mtrcduced 10 hor—"
: report. spenks ‘of her ns mare l'uscm:mnﬂ- len
~ ang Tof the houn: ‘of the: courl

o quickly read all that was

]{o«.heszer w'mu(l \\'llll 1mpullcntc till the ]n-
geant was finished ; the benuty of the. lnngmwe,
lho purity of the sentiment had noz power to inte-
rest him.  Iedonbted not hie should he presented
to the countess when the entertaimuent: ended ;

but he was disappointed; the mastme was con-

cluded, nud the ponderons machinery wiss rolled
from 1he stately hall; hut the beautiful vision ru-
tuened no more that night,

The gifted author of the masque, w lm.h had so
(]eh-rlllul the company, hud been invited to be
present at its:performance, and he was now
mugm out, by Queen Aune’s communds, to re-
ceive her thanks for the pleasure he had afforded
her. Milton was then in extreme youth. and so
delicate and benutiful was his pesson; that in the
university, of which he was silla member, he wns
kncwen by the appellation of the “Tady of Chyist's

College,” and in later life, when he visited Italy,

the puet Manso celebrated his charms in‘an epi-
gram which is still preserved, and has been: l,lms
translated ;

‘niul‘ bent, hirnbly
hefore hery” his colour (Iccpu A, and he looked

like thei unpuwmuun of hi

“The' queun gn\ehlm ]n.-rlmmll. In:s, unrl cnu\-
phmemmg him' on-the beauty of the’ m’uquc
«which .50 far excelled any she had ever before
seen, she expressed the lmpe ‘that he would re-
main at court; mud often thus eontribute to their
divorti t.  Then ping # chain from
her neck, to which. was attached a mmmmrc of"
the king, set with brilliants— '
% Wenr this,” sho snid, “asa tol.on of ourap-
]\\euamnn of your m\onu’, ol dev it rummd you,
whether you remain near us or not, that you will
nl\\u)s find f'ru.nd and patron in )our sove-
reign.” o

’.l.hc young bm‘ll "'rm.cﬁllly bowed his thanks, B

and :hastened to a more retired spot, where he
could indulge, unobserved, the gratified: feelings
caused by the unu\puctcd success ol‘ lns hrst
poutic eflovt, '
The evening's Amusements were crowned bya
banguet, where all that was rich:and rare,’ thet
could plensetha eye or the pnlnto, were collected;
un unmcnce pusu' reprosenting fortified ity
formed the (.eutre of the, tuble;’ nml dround . it
“were ‘clugtered’ nmny u. Chmeso pnr'odn, Greeian
tcmplc, and By )ptmu pylmmd, \vronght mlh
ounning ]mml irmn\nnous confections,
Roclmstcr was placed at the king's left lumd-
but he did not as usual contribute to the goiety of

lhe uvemng, for his® thoughts wclo ﬁllc(l with the




