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1 ig woitl an indiferent eye around him, wien tis
msagnircoint pigeant wvas: rollcd into the- oni.
At first lie searcely noticed it, for he wons wenéý'
ef the cîriinoi and intastic spectacles lie ladîî s
orten gazed upon, till a voice of exqîuisite Iîelody
attracted his attention, and lie turned to n sc romii
wheice it came. 'Thon lie ws rivetted, sot in-
deiled by the fliey and beauty of [lie scenery,

thîoIghi suirpassinig îîs it dil, Inîy he hald ver 9ee 11
before, but by Ile lovely îiaiden wIo iras tlre:al-

Never hadî any being s brilliantly beautfuil mîet
lis oye retre; lie feared to speal, lest lie shonll
dissolve thl charmîî, for lie could not lelieve lier

iortal ; il sie were so, fron whrence h cd si
comie, and wvhy hod lie never tili nuiwî belheld lier?

Tlese questimns passed rapilly through lis m-ind-,-
and lie iwas turning to aîslc frosi sosie sne sol-
tion of' his doubts, olicîi the appearanîce th 
other actors in the scené arresteil lis attention.
As Comîus and his crew of drnlken revellers
cncireled the fair girl, :lOhester latily sprang

frwnrd as if to her assistence; thn recullecting
nolf, dlecie sueul kci. But [le impatient

gestlire lil b ecn 'îticiedil by .. keei oberver; Sir
Thirins Overbîry, îeho î1ickly ren all [liat wans
patssing in hl fr[iend's îiind, ni heliolied througlh

ithe Impression whell ie e saw tlie benrity of the
sîîiknown liaS proilicel n the ouig earl, tc suvii

hni fromî his coanemion -cith the humble lice.
.I sie noti beautiful ?" lie;sil, appronching.

Robert.
"[s she mnortal. or'n ivinîity?" askel lieyonng

man ; "surely se nsîst have wingedîl lier wvay
hicher fromt soime briglter sphrere, Und tremble

lest sie depart as suddenly lis she lins appcaredî."
lYou need have n suli fear," rînsrereil his

friend. "l Cuir yo be ignorant tiat this frans-
enlant creature is in othrer tinus tIre yoiitlhfiil
Countess of Essex? She ha just arrived ut court,
anl tiis is lier [irst aiplieriice; surely you omst
lave Iearl ler hitory?"

She ia r daughr ter of the lieuse of Iloward-
is sL not"

Yes; ai soas married when onily thirteen by
the kling's order, ta the youngi6 Eirl of Essex, but

uoe year lier senior ; the pour chiklren thouglt
it a pretty thing tiobe.edded, aild couid not
renlize. hoiv imuchr of. thoir future happiness was
involved ly thle act: le wias sent [o tie cnt-

ieot te complete his educationui,ând' sire returned
ta tlie iIrsery fron which sire is nr jrst freed;
tîIu erl is expected honie slortly, andUI lie piarents
lie sont Clo yoniîg bride tu court, that hAie mayr
he prepared to alorn the highl plice to which site

i l destiieil. Yo'nku mst be introdced to lier-
répsrt speake of lier as more fîiscinating tin
anj"of the houris'of ths:c'oîî."

Rochester wcaited %vith iipit ence til the pa-
géant was flînisheil ; tIe beanty of [lie haogunige,

lite purity of the sentiment lad ot power to inte-
resi hein. Hie loubted noi lie shoul he presented

to the cuntess welin te Ile rtaimuent endedr;
but lie woas slaoeppoined ; the nasrpne was con-
elileil. und tie ponierlis îîieliim.rjy relis rollel
fromi [lie stately hall; but the beautiful vision re-
tunled lno mlore Chat nlighit,

The gifted author if itoe- masque, whili lal se
deligliteil the coipany. hal been invited] Io bie
present rît its prerrorince, an hI ie lwirs no0uw
souglt out, by Queen in05 comm ds, eo -
ceive her thanrks for Ilhe pleasuir ie n ha1 a ordedo
her. 3lilton ias tlien in exiremse vorirh. and so
deliente oild beautiful wrs Iris prerson, that ii the
University', of whic hlie was still ru momber, ie ras

knaeîow by' i te prelnao' [Irle "iil' ofi Olhrist's
Collego," snd in later life, wlien lie visitreil juy,

the pilet Muniso celcIeratel his charms in I epi-
gram whichiel is still preserved, adu lias ble ntis
tranîslartedh

'' 0 jieril- tlrrî irnilrlan i-u at ce
' OUsI'r rîOr EreiuIr, LiiU 4Ilgel[o 04441'."

As he poneled the pseen, and rosi e inth bly
r e colou deepelad, helooli-l

like thie mprnainof his own exquisite sen-

'l.'hli een gave hin hier hand to. kiss', a nd 1cut-

plinientiig Juinl 011 ile .neaiy f Ie rn.squîc
which .sn fur excelled any she icoi ever befrr

s0een, si expresseil Ie holîe thrnt ie voild re-
main at court, cn ofîrien tInis contrilbtto îu their
Ilivrtiseii'nt. Then uneliisping t chnii from
lier neck. tu whichr rnas aittchel a miniature of
it [in licg, set with brilliaits--

' Wear this," sire said], "as a [choir of or np-
preociatinii of your talents, aird lot it emieil youji
whether you reliain near is or sot, that yol woill
alwacys fmrd a friendr adi patron in your sove-
reign."

Tie younrg barl griicefilly howed his lianks,
t nd hastened to a more retired spot, whîrere ie
could imlurge, unobserved, the gratified, feelings
carsed by the uneixpeted success of Iris tirst

poetie etfort.
Tire ovening's amusements oere crowned by a
binuet, where t aln dIat res r nul rire, that

could please tho oye or the palate, lvere collected
an ilimnse pasty, representing a fortified cit'

fornied ilie centre of the table;' esîd iround. it
wore clusterel nmny a Chinese pagoda, Greci n

temple, imnd lEgyptiii pjrameid, wrought wsith
cunning land Fromtvarions confections.

tochester uas placed at the king' left han

but he did not as usual.contribueteto tlegniety of
the evening, for his thoughts Wer. filled with thi


