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ABOUT TURKEY'S SULTANS

CRUELTIES PRACTISED BY THESE
HUMAN MONSTERS.

——

Abdul Hunid Only Oue of Many Who
Mave Massacred Thelr Chrlstiun Sube
Jects—A Lopg List of Butcherics Eere
petrated by the Fiends,

‘Che word Sultan (pronounced Sool-
taan, not Saltan) is by no means a
Mubammadan title. It occurs in the
Kuran three times, but there it stands
for authority. It occupies a similar pos-
ition as a title of authority, among the
Sunni Muslims as Shah does amoung the
Shahs of Peosia, ‘Lhe proper tide for
the chief ruler in Islam is Imam (Eem-
aan), or leader or Khalifa (IKKhaleefa),
“one who is left bebind,” a successor,
a vicegorent, or deputy. The word 1
used in the Kuran for Adam, who is
said to havs been placed upon earth
as the vicegerent of God.

The rulers of the Otltoman Turks as-
sumed the title of Sultan, because there
was at the time of their rise in history
a Caliph at Baghdad who claimed to be
the rightful ruler in Islam.

The present Turkwh dynast, teuh its
rise from Halaku, the grandson of Jen-
gis Khan, who, in the middle of the
thirteenth century, came duwn from the
fastnesses of central Asin, and acized
Baghdad, putting the Caliph to death
Osman, the founder of the present Os
mani dynasty, first established Lis hing-
dom at Boursa, the ancient capital of
Bithynia, and was immediately succeed-
ed by his son, Orchan the Conquerur,
a tyrant of the deepest dye. 1u: pre-
sent Sultan Hamid of Turkey is the
thirty-seventh from Osmap, and it is
a curious coincidence that the present
Ottoman dynasty supplanted the thirty-
seventh Calipb of the Abbaside dynas-
ty. The Sultan of Turkey, claiming, as
he does, to bo the vicegeront of the
Prophet is the ninety-third in succes-
sion to Abu Bakr, the first Caliph.

It is remarkable that so many Sul-
wons ¢f the Ottuman dynasty have

DIED VIOLENT DEATUS.
Orchan died of excessive grief on hear-
ing of the death of bis favorite son,
in 1359. Murad 1., known in histury
as Amurath, was assassinated, in 13.J.
Bayezid the Thunder Bolt was dethron-
ed in 1400, and died of drunkenness. Mu-
rad Il fell down dead when feasting
with bis fricnds at Adrianople. Baye-
zid 1I. was dethroned by his son, Sehim
the Cruel, 1n 1512 and Sehun aied of a
pestilential boil on the spine cight years
afterward. Mustafa L, the Saint, reign-
ed only three months and was dethron-
ed by the Sheik of lslam in 161%. dlu-
homamad IV. avas dethroned, after a
reign of thirty-nine years, in 1649. Ab-
mud II. died of insamity 1n 1703. Abdul
Hamid I. was poisoned on April 19, 1789,
and was succeeded by his nephew, Sclitn
III,, wko was deposed in 1807. His suc~
cessor, Mustafa IV., was deposed and
strangled in 1808. Mahmud 1I., the re-
former, was poisoned July 1, 1839. Abdul
Aziz was assassinated on June 4, 1876,
and his nephew, Murad V., who was
proclaimed Sultan, was found to be 2
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raving manine, and the present Sultan,
Abdul Hamid 11, reigned in his stead.

Abdul Humid is the sscond son of
Abdul Medjid. His mothor died while
ho was an infant, and he was cared for
by his father's second wifo, a childless
and wealthy woman. He is just b4
sears uf ago, having been burn Sept.
22, 1842,

o has been rightly designated by Mr.
Gladstone *the assassin,” and it is
probuble that this well-deserved titl
will pass down into history just as olu-
bammad 1I. was surgamed the Conquer-
or, Selim I. the Crucl, aud Suleyman I.
the Magnificent. But it scems scarcoe-
ly fair that the reigning Sultan should
have exclusive right to sv fiv a title,
for the long imo of Uttoman dultans s
one of

MONSTROUS CRUELTY

and outrage. In tie reign of Bayezid
I. the great warrior, <Tamerlane of
‘Cartary, invaded bis dominions, and the
two mighty chiefs met on the plaing
of Angora in the spring of 1402 and
fought one of the most sanguinary bat-
tles recorded in history. ‘l'amecrlane
seized the city of Smyrna, then held by
t s Christian Knights of St. John, and
ordered a geueral massacee of vhe in-
babitants without mercy to cicher age
or sex. Thousands of Christian war-
riors were buried alive after their heads
had been fastened under thewr legs. It
was Sultan Muhammad 1l., surnamed
the Conqueror, who conceived it to
his mission to stamp out Christianity.
He entered Constantinopte as the Mahdr
of Isiam on May 29, 1393. Lhe lurks
tushed o the city, meeting with nu
resistance, and the Sultan, proceeding
to the Christian Cathedral of St. So-
phir, stood upon the marble altar and
recited the Muslim prayors. Lpon the
lahing of Cunstapiinuple the meanest
Turks insulted the npblest Christians
with impunity. ‘The Muslim conquer-
urs did not hesitate to commit the vil-
cst outrages on women and children,
in mere wantonness, and yet it is a
remarkable fact that this Sultan issaid
to have been the son of a Christian
mother. He was a man with no re-
deeming virtue, a vicious and sensual
tyrant.

It was Bultan Selim I. the Cruel who
first assumed the title of Caliph. Iec
threatened to kill all his Christian sub-
Jects unless they embraced Islam, and
would bhave carried out his threat but
for the manly attitude of the Greck Pat-
riarch. In return for his clemency he
took the Christitn Church cdifices and
turned them int Muslim mosques, Sul-
eyman, the Magnilicent, slaughtered in
bhattle

TWENTY THOUSAND
Hungarinn Christians, and in Septem-
ber, 1524, entered the cities of Buda
and Pest, without any resistance and
took 100,000 Christians—men, women
and children—to Censtantinople to be
sold as slaves. It was this Sultan who
very nearly conguered Vienna, but the
Austrian capital was saved by the her-
oism and endurance of her defenders.

Sultan Murad IV., who reigned from
1623 to 1640, was notorious for his
crimes. On one occasion be killed several
Christians with his own bands at the
northcastern porch of St. Sophia, and
on another, when he saw a number of
Greek women, dancing in a meadow, ho
ordered them to be seized and drowned.
Among the many cold-blooded murders
of his reign were those of his threo
brothers. ‘This Murad was so greatly
hated for his atrocities that the phy-
sicians of his court opened his veins
and terminated his oxistence at the ear-
Iy age of 36.

The crueltics of the Turkish Sulians
have developed with the growth «f civ-
ilization. For it 18 during tke contury
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which is passing that tho greatest on-
ormitics vo on porpotrated, AMus-
tafa IV. Avas an assossin to tho manor
born, and would have committed great
enormities if fis hnd not been doposed
and assassinated.

Under the reign of Sultan Mahmud
II., designated tho Reformer, from 1808
to 1839, thero was a determination to
conver’. tho Christians of the Turkish
empiro by force, and on this account
Russin decided to subdue and oxtinguish
the power of the Turk. ‘The Russians
captured several ports on {he Black Sea,
but, on the ove of victory, were obliged
to withdraw on account of the

ADVANCE OF NAPOLEON
with his large army into Russian tor-
ritory. On April 6, 1822, the Turkish
troops landed at Samos and butchored
its unoffending people. ‘Twenty-five
thousand men, women, and children
were murdered and 45,000 were sold as
slaves in the market places of I%gypt
and Barbary. ‘The little island of Casos
was ent.rely desolated and 2,000 chil-
dren woro sont to the elave market in
Alexandria.

Sultan Abdul Bledjid was regarded

ag the friend and allay of Christian peo-
ple,and it was in defenco of his empire
that Frar~e, England, and Sardinia sao-
rificed thousands of lives. Sebastopol
wus taken on Sept. 8, 1855, after a sioge
of ten months, 'and during this slege
nearly eight thousand French and three
thousand English soldiers of tho line
were Kkilled. .
. During the reign of Abdul Aziz the
inhabitants of Crete were cruelly treat-
ed, and the island was devastated and
impoverished, like the other Christian
possessions of tho Turks, On Mnéo'L
1873, the Fremch and Germen Con-
su's at Salonica were murdered, and
the revolutions in Herzegovina and Bul-
garia continved for more than a year.
The Bashi-Bazouks attacked and slaugh-
tered 1,200 Christians who took refuge
in a church. The total numbor of
Christiaps massacred at this time was
estimated by Mr. Baring of the Bri-
tish Emlassy at 25,000.

And thus the tale of tyranny goes on.
The only remedy for all this is that
proposed by 3Mr. Gladstone, ramely, to
send the Sultan and his Muhammadan
(s]ul(:jccts “bag and baggage to Bag-
i

A DUEL WITH PILLS.

An extraordinary duel, which at the
time created an immense sensation, was
one in which the decision was arrived
at, not by swords or pistols, but by
means of a deadly poison. The mien
—who, it is hardly necessary to say,
had fallen out over a lady—had left
the arrangement of details to their
scconds, and until they faced each oth-
er they did not kmow by what method
they were to settle their differences.
Onc of the seconds was a doctor, and
he had made ui) far the occasion {our
black pellets, all identical in size and
shape. *“In one of these,” he said, I
bhave placed a sufficient quantity of
prussic acid to cause the almost instan-
tancous death of any one who swal-
lows it. We will decide by the toss
of a coin which of you is to have. first
chowce, and you will alternately draw
and swallow a pill until the poison
shows its cffects.” Two of the pellets
were then taken as tho toss had de-
cided, but without cffest in ecither case.
* This time said the doctor, speaking
of the two pellets remaining, * you
must both swallow the pill at tho same
instant.” The choico was made and in
a few scconds one of the men lay dead
on tho grass.

——

Only cleven days are requiced to
transport a letter from Florence to
New York.
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