BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

3

o o

Selerted Avticles,

SWORD AXD PLOUGH.
FIOM THE OLEMAN OF WOLFOANG MULLRR.
There otics Wi 0 Count, 83 I've ‘weard it suld
Who felt thint hls cand drew nese ,
Aud ho crifed hin sons bofora hix ued
o part thoews s poods wud pea,

Ho called for Luls plough, hy called for hiisswori,
That gaalant, good and brave;

They brought him both ab tuoir futhier's nord,
Aud thus hoe his bleosing guve .

Ay firet-born son, my pride and might,
Do thou my sword retain,

My castlo on tho lordly height,
And all my broad domatu,

- On thoe, my well-loved youngorboy,
My plough I hero bestow,

A poaceful life shalt thou enjoy,
In the quiet valo bolow.”

Contonted sauk the sire to rest,
Now all was givon away ;

Tho sons hold teuw his last behesst,
E'en on thoir dying day,

« Now tell us what camo of thio steel of flame,
0! the castle and its knlght |

And toll us what cama of the valo so tame,
Aud the hurable peasant wight 2

O ask not of me what the cud may bet
Ask of the country round!

The castle is dust, the sword s rust,
Tho height is but deeort ground.

But the valo sproads swido in tho golden pride
Of tho autuna sunlight now;

It teoms and .o ripens far and wide,
And the bonor abides with the plough,

THE ROMANCE OF ARITHMETIC.

The most romantic of al) numbers is
figure nine, beenuse i can't be multi-
plied eway or got rid of anyhow. What.
ever you do, it is as suro to turn up
again as was the body of Eugene
Armm's vietim.  One remarkeble pro-
perty of this figure (said to have been
first discovered by W. Green, who died
in 1794) is that all through the mmiti-
plication table the product of nine
comes to nine.  Multiply it Ly what
youlike, and it gives the same result.
Begin with twice nine, 18; add the
digits together, and 1 and 8 make nine.
Three titnes nine are 27; and 2 and 7
maked. So it goes on, up to 11 times
9, which gives 99. Very good; add
the-digets; 9 and 9 are 18, and 1 and
8.are nine.  Going on to any extent, it
is impossible to get rid of fignre nine.
Tuke & couplo of iustat ces at random.
Three hundred and thirty-nine times
nine ave 3051 ; add up the figures and
they give nine. Five thousand and
seventy-one times nine aro 45689 ; the
sum of these digits is 27 ; and 2 and 7
are nine.

M. de Maivan found out another

ueer thing about this number, namely,
that if you take any row of figures, and,
reversing their order, make n subtraction
sum of it, the total is sure to be nine.

For exnmple :

Take 5071
Reversethe figures 1705

83066-:18,& 1+ 8= 9.

The sume result is obtnined if you
raise the number so changed to their
squares or cubes. Starting with 62.
begin the sum over ngnin. By revers-
ing the digets, wo get 20, which sub-
stracted from 02, leaves 86. or 8 + 0= 9,
The squares of 26 and 62 are, respect-
ively 676 and 8844,  Subiract one
from the other, and you get 8168 -18,
and 1 +8 -9, So with the cubes of 26
and 62, which are 17576 and 288828
Subtracted, they leave 220752+ 18, and
1+8-9.

The powerful be-nine influence of
this figure is exemplified in another
way, Write dowm any number, as for
example, 7540182 ; subtract therefrom
the sum of its digits, and no matter
what figures you start with, the digits
of the product will always come to 9.

7549182~ sum of digits 81.
81

7549101 sumofdigits 27, and2+7 9.

A very goud puzzle has been based
on this principle, as follows: Get an-
other person to write down & horizontal
row of figures, as many as he likes,
without letting you see what he is
about from beginning to end of the
whole performance. He is then to
reckon up the swn of the digits, and
subtract that from his row of figures.
When he has done this, bid him cross
out any figure he )i)lenscs from the pro-
duct, and tell you ho~ many the figures
add up, without tho crossed-out figure.
From the numbers so given you wiil be
able to tell what figure he has crossed
out, by only bearing in mind the fact
learned above; namely, that if no
figure at all had beon crossed out, the
result would necessarily be 9 or a mul-
tiple of 9. Hence you will see that the
crossed-out figuro must needs be the one
required to bring the sum given to the next
multiple of 9.  Supposing, for instance,
lie gives his result at 87; you mey be
wure that he has robbed the product of
8, that being the figure necded to re-
store tho totnl to the next multiple of
9, namely, 45. His sumn wonld stand
as under:

405678227 == sum of digits 42,
2

4056078102 == 45; and 45-—8 =87,

Tnere is only ona casein which you
oau be at-fault; and that is in the event

i been 45,

ey

of & multiple of 9 heing returned to yon
na a product,  Of couxse then you will
lwow that either a 9 or n £ must have
beens struck out.  Hnd the 9 been
struck out in the nbove instanee, the |
vesult would lave been 86; nud if it
had been 0, the produet would have:
Both buing awsliaphies of 1,
it wonid be ipe-sibic to tell with v
vty whether tu auissing hgae v
9 or U; but a geod guess may generally
bo formed, because if the figures ap- |

i pear suspiciously  low iu proportion tu

tho tuno taken w add up the sum, you
wmay wpeculate that your Jproduct Lins
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gontlamen will go into No. 1 lmdromnl
and wait for  fow minutes, LIl find a
spero room for one of you as soou i
TI'vo shown the otliers to their rooms."

Well, now, having thus hestowed fwra !

gentlemen iu No, 1,she pat the thivd
inNo. 2, the fourth in No. %, the ftthin
No. 4, the sixth en New o the seventh
in No. G, tix ejgeiathin <o 7, the ninth
e Noo ®, the tentu i Yo 9, and the
cleventh in No, 10, Shio tlen cune .
back to No. 1, where, you will rement-
bet, shie hud Teft the tvolfth goutlonn
wlong with the first, und sad. © v
»ow wccommodated all the rest, und
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND,

——

In view of the probable wnion of
Princo Edward Island with the Domin-
ion, the following brief deseription of
the Istnund will porsess interest -

Trince Flaurd ic an Thand 1 4l

British Colomies, 1

St Lawrency, and stenddiag wb r tha
Nova Seotin und New Brauswio - onsts
fram Picton to Richibueto. It 1~ abont

oy hisdicd aand ity uiles Tong. of vur
ious widtly, from one qaile to thirty.
Tuke wlonyg buot and lay it on its «ide

el
A GLANCE AT IRELAND, NORTH
AND SOUTIIL

BY REVY  WALTER CoNDICT,

1f you dand at Quesnistown you will
feed that you are no stranger,  Tho fa-

tothe ¢ oalf e il faees of Patrek and Bridgoet greet

sonevesywhere, aud you will think that
Yo lyve miet them all before. . Youwill
reengmize even thewr voiees, I think it
was Faerett who sud, ¢ the sonnd of my

s metive tonguo m Jundy beyond the sea s

i

a eweetness to my ear, ete.  Awd s
yon dont liear exactly jour native

mort likely sustained the lush of the | hiave still w rvom to spare; no if one of
highest number, | You wili pleaso to step in No. 11, you

That is o clever Persian story about | will find 1t empty.” Thas the twelith
Mahommed Ali and the eamels; and ; man got his bedroopr.  Of course there
though it will be famiilinr to many of ! isa hole in the saneepan somewhere;
my readers, they will searcely be sorry | but I leave the reader to dotermine
to be reminded of it. A Persian died, | exnctly where the fallacy is, with just o
leaving seventeen cmmels te La divided | warning to think twiee before deciding
among his three sons in the fullowing | as towhich, if nuy, of the travellers was

i

» leg to the Island of Cape Breton.

aud you have o genceal “ontline of the !
Tsland, with the toc pointing north- | &R
sard towards Newfoundlnnd, {he heel fumiliar. .
westward to Rielnbueta, and the top or ! And the first thing that strikes you is
On | the architecture of the iibernion pri-
closer examinetion, however, the haot- | vate house. Yo lmoew jou travel
shaped Island would scem: to have heen | Partly to study arclutectare, and hero is
eat ont with an udsteady hand, for it 1s | stylo that has neveryet been clasified.
indented with countless bays, harbors, You remember how this sume race

tongue, you will hienr what is just as

proportions : the eldest tu have half,’
the scecond a third, and the younger n:
ninth,  Of course eamels con’t be divi-
ded into fractions; so iun despair the,
brothers submitted the diffienlty to,
Mahommed Al. 't Nothing easior,” !
said the wise Ali. Il lend yon an- !
other camel to nake cighteen; nud now
divide them yourselves,” 'Ulic conse-
quence was, each brothier got from vne-
ei&hth to une-half of a cumel more than |
he was entitled to, and Ali received 7is
camel back again; tho eldest brother
gettiug nine camels, the secoud six, and
the third two.

Johanun August Musweus, one of the
mosy popular German story writers of
the lasteentuary, in his story of ** Li-
bussa,” makes the Lady of Dohemin
put forth the following problem fo her
three lovers,loffering her hand and throne
as a prize for the true solution: T
have liere in my basket,” said the Lady
Libussa, ‘a gift of plums for ench of
you, picked from my garden. Oue of
you shall have lalf and one more, the
sacond shall lave half and one more,
and the third shall again have lalf and
three more. This will et wmy bas-
ket. Now tell me how many ;lums are
in it 2

The first knight made o ran-lmn guess
at three scoret

“No,” replicd tho Indy; * but if
there were as many more, and o third
a5 many more as there are in the basket
with five more added to that, the num-
bar would by so much exeeed threescoro
as it now fulls short of it."”

Tho second knight getting awfully
gewildercd, speculated wildly on forty-

ve.

«Not s0,” said this royal ready reck-
oner; * but if there were a third as
muny more, half as many more, and a
sixth as many more as there are now,
there would be in my basket as many
more than forty-five as thero are now.
under that munber.”

Prince Wladomir then decided the
number of plums to be thirty; and by
so doing obtnined this invaluable house-
keeper for his wife. The Lady Libus-
sn thercupon counted him fifteen plums
and one more, when thero remained
fonrteen. To the seccond knight she
gave seven and ono more, and six re-
mained. To the first inight she gave
half of these and three more; and the
basket was empty. The disearded
lovers went off with their heads exceed-
ingly giddy and their mouths full of
plums.

Double Position or the Rule of False,
by which problems of this sort are work-
ed, ought to demolish the commonplace
about two wrongs not making o right.
Two wrongs do make a right, figure-
atively speaking, at all events,  Start.
ing with two wilfully false numbers,
you work ench out tu its natural con-
clusion. Then, taking the sum of your
iniquities ns compaured with the ralse.
hoods with which you started, you have
only to multiply them crosswise to get
terms which will bring you straight to
the truth.  To be 1nore precise, after
the cross multiplication, if the exrors
are alike, that is, both greater or both
less than the nwnber you want take
their difference for wu divisor, and the
difference of tho products are s divi-
dend. If unlike, take their sum for a
divisor, and the swm of their products
for o dividend. The quotient will be
the answer. This is goud arithmetic,
and for those who can reccive if, not
bad philosoply. There isan enormous
self-righting power about error; and
if we could only manage the cross mul-
tiplication properly, we might get -omo
surprising results,

"The number thirty-seven lms this
strange peeulinrity ; multiplied by 8 ov
any wultiply of 8 up to 27, it gives
threo figures all alike. Thus, three
times 87 will be 111, Twico three
times (O times) 87 will be 222; t_hrce
times threo times (g times) 87 will be
three threes; four times three times(12
times) 87 , three fours; and so on.

I will wind up for the present with o
rather barefaced story of how a Dublin
chambermpid is snid to hinve got twelve
commercial travellers into cleven bed-
rooms, and yet to have given eacha
separate room. Here wo have tlie
cleven bedrooms :

NN
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the *odd man out.”—Chambe)'s Journal,

DR, ORMISTON,
The Rev. Dr. Ormiston, while on n
recent visit to some friends in Canada,

preached in the Metropolitan Methodist -

Church, Toronto, which wus crowded.
Dr. Ormiston was  accompanied to the
pulpit by Dr. Panshon.. ‘The Toronto
correspondent of the London Adrortisa
in speaking of these two divines, says:
—<"The two pulpit orators are no less
different in their physical appearance
than in their style of eloquenee,
Ormiston is more nustere; Dr. Punshon
more sympnthetic: the one oxpounds
and commands, and it may be threatens;
the other swuys the hieart by his resist-
less appenls.  Dr, Punshon’s eloquence
is like the steady roll of the great
“futher of waters,” or the ceuscless
beating of ocean waves upon some long
unbroken shore. Dr. Ormistou is sone-

times n rushing, tumultuous Ningara

flood, and again it is a curiously wind-
ing stream with a very rapid current.
s residence in New York hashad
some slight effect upon the worthy doc-
tor ; ho 1s o little more theatrieal, per-

D, |

it is nll but severed by the deep, hrond
* rivers.

In the summer, DPrince FEdward
Islaud has o most prepossessing ay-
pearance, when viewed by the vivitor
from the deck of n stenmer, The sear-
let bunks along the const, looking in
the distance like an endless picee of red
c'uth, or brought out in relief ngamnst
the dark green of the sea and the light
green grass and foliage,  The scenery
i8 not grand, as tourists nnderstand the
, term, but it is most impressive, nnd as
; we glance along {he const, dotted with

| farmt cottages, the sweet monotonous
"seeme suggests to us that the farmers
who live there must surely be happy.
‘TIIO soii of the Island 18 very fertile
{\vith nearly every acre under enltiva-
+ tion, and an absence of every kind of
stone, except sandstone, renders it in o
measure eaxy, for the farmer to till the
ground.

The country is comparatively level,
. just undulating enough to drain the
land, and the turnpike roads, i fine
weather are fine and hard, excellent to
travel on, but in spring and fall the
rains reduco the sandy soil of which

haps ; but there is the same wealth of | they are made, to mortar, rendering
illustration, felicitous expression and re- | travelling  with velicles next to im-
markable copiousness of thonght and | possible. A trip through the Island in
language united with a not Jess remark. | July or August is charming, nnd the
able rapidity of utterance and heighten. | keleidoscopic view presented of many
ed by convincing earnestness that made | colored fields is beyond the power of the

«Now," said she, ““if two of you

lnm o power for good in this Iand, and
now makes hita.pot less serviceable in
the American metropolis. His reading
and exposition of the 121st Psalm was
one of the most instructive and impres-
si7e:portions of the service. The ser-
mon was o musterpiecc of eloquenco:
but it was of unequal proportion, varied
and excellence. His text was taken
from o striking passage in Isaiah ; ‘For
I will pour water upon the thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground.' His pulpit
power incrensed the regret still enter-
tained that he should have gone away
from us, for we lave too few clerical
giants; and the feeling has been decp-
ened by the knowledge that Brooklyn
bas drawn from us another preacher
hardly less gified. Irefer to the Rev.
Prof, Inglis. The Presidency of Knox
College seemed to have for him the pro-
mise of & splendid and useful career,
in the Lducation of young men
for holy work—a career, the honors
and  suwccessors of which would
have been the well-earned fruit of
long years of toil end study. DBut it
seems to huve been otherwise ordered;
and the ripened vigorous faculties from
which we had oxpected many things
will be exercised in the more fashion-
able and attractive * City of Churches."”

FELIX THE MARTYR.

Felix, an African, being apprehended
as a Christian, was commanded by the
civil magistrates of the city to deliver
up all books and writings belonging to
his Church, that they might be burned.
The martyr repied that it was better
he himself should be burned. The
magistrates thereforo sent him to the
proconsul at Carthage, by whom he was
delivered over to the perfect of the pro-
torium, who was then in Africa. This
supreme ofticer, offended at his bold
and candid confession, commanded him
to be loaded with heavier bolts and
irons, and, after being kept in a close
and miserable dungeon nine days, or-
dered him to Le put on board n vessel,
saying ho should stand his trial before
the Emperor.

In this voyagoe ho lay for four days
under the hatehes of the ship, betweon
the hovses' feet, without eating or
drinking. Mo was landed at Agrigen-
tum, in Sicily, and when brought by
the prefect as far as Venosa, in Apulia,
his irons were knocked off, and he was
again asked whether ho had the Serip-
fires, and would deliver them up. <1
liave them," said he, ¢ but will not part
with them.” On making this assertion
hie was instantly condemned to be bo-
headed. «I ﬁlaxxk thee, O Loxd,” ex-
¢elaimed his faithful and heroic martyr,
«that I havoe lived fifty-six years, have
preserved the Gospel, and have preach-
ed the faith and truth. O my Dord

.Josus Christ, the God of heaven and

earth, I bow my head to be sacrificed to
thee, who livest to all eternity.”—
British Woakman. o

pen to picture. The sky is generally
| be L1

" without o cloud, and the singing of the
birds, the sweet smelling hay and
clover, the well cultivated farms and
cosy cottages, all tend to charm the be-
holder.

TV le navigation is opon, which is
froy first of May til{ the first part
of Lecember, stenmboats may make
three trips n week to Shediae, connect-
ing with rail to/St. John; three tripsa
week to Picton, connecting with Hali-
fax, and one or two trips to Cnpe Bre-
ton. A line of Montreal steamships
also run to the Island, a line to Boston,
and o line to England, but in wintor
the secene changes and all life and ani-
mation lies dormant. For nearly six
months, as far as the eye can reach on
every side, is nothing but one vast field
of moving ice, with no other means of
reaching or leaving the Island, or trans.
mitting mails, than an ice-boat, which
runs, (weather permitting) across the
Straits of Northumberland, between
Capes Tormentine and Lraverse.  The
ice-boat is constructed after the manier
of n common row-boat, strong enough
to stand an indefinite amonnt of bump-
ing, thumping and knocking about by
the ice-bergs., A pair of steel-shod
runners are placed on the bottoin of the
bont, s0 that it can easily be drawn
over the ice-cakes, and when the open
water is reachied, the crew launch the
boat and row for the next cake.

The manner in which « trip is made
acrose the straits is this: A man of
great experience, Captain Irving, has
cherge of the ice-bonts, and gous to the
shore every morning to ascertain if the
weather is safe to cross, and if all seems
satisfactory he notifies the passeagers
(some of whow, perhaps, have Leen
waiting & week for a good crossing-day)
of his intention. The mails are placed
in the boat together with the passen-
gers luggage, and all is ready. The
passengers ns well as the erew arrange
themselves on either side of the boat,
and o strap from the duvit is fastened
around ench man's waist to prevent his
falling through the ice, and assist him
in pulling the boat along. They jog
along on the ice till they como to open
water, when they take to the oars.
When another cake is reached the boat
is drawn up on it and they preeced as
before, alternating the h'm'e].{ing on the
ice and water o score of times ere they
complete the journey, sometimes break-
ing the 1ce and going down to the waist
in water. On coming ont, their
clothes freeze stifft on their lbacks,
and have to be worn so for sometimes
seven or eight hours.  The oppo-
site shore is reached at length, and
a team is on hand waiting to convey
them in post haste to an inn where
their clothes can be changed and dried,
_and where a good meal is provided for
the hungry vrew.  After working their
“passage at tha peril of their lives, the

- ' aro obliged to pay $2 fare

or the privilege they hiave enjoyed.

rivers and creeks, and in severnl places |

|

builds upon the vacant lots about Ifif-
ticth street wm New York. Now here
you find the arigingls after which those
lines of grace and beauty (?) were modol-
led. The Irislinan never forgets his

i ntive country, and he has carried these

l

forms with him to New York in all their
purity.

Next, the beggary.  You are besot as
by a pack of hungry wolves. Let your
Amerienn nationahity onee be known,
and you will scarcely dare put your
head into the street after that. Do
Witt Talmnge told me I should find
more beggary and squalor about ¢ k
in oneday than Ihad scen in allmy life
before.  And hie was a true prophet.
The poverty of the eity was really its
greatest wonder, and »o I determined to
see it, I threaded my way through
dark *lanes " and filthy, horrible hunan
burrows, until my heart was sick to
tihnk there was such a city.

And next the drunkemness. Why
should drunkenness and poverty be stch
good friends ? Yousooftensee themkeep-
myg company. Look sharp to that fel-
low approaching you on tlns narrow

siding. He is navagating without his
rudder. I'romn a collision with the like

of him, the day before yesterdny, I got
the blackest eye Lever had in my life,
I understand Carlyle is outin n declara-
tion for total abstinence. What Britain
want ig more such declarations. The
lower classes look wp—and if, when
they do so, they always :ee a decanter,
it is no wonder that they rollow suit.

Of the neturel beauties here, all the
world hns heard. **Only man is vile,"
Let us then pass north, and soon a great
charge. From Cork to Dublin you ride
through an alrost umpeopled country.
Vast ﬁerds of hundreds of cattle range
the fields ouce covered with various har-
vests, Hedges are broken down, and
the miserable lovels of the former in-
habitants are empty. < Gone to Ame.
ricn.” These are the former homes of
Tweed’s constituency.

Dublin is sandwiched between the
north and the south. Its glory is on
the wane. It wakes up late every
norning, goes drowsily to work, and
subsides into quiet again at night, like
a fceble old man.  Let us pass on still
furtiier north,

Now we are in Belfast, Ircland's
northern commercial mart. And here
we have a cit» that fairly ronrs with
business—early, late, and all day long.
Everp foot-fall upon these pavements
is a brisk one, and every show-window
tells you there is lively competition. If
you had no ears with which to detect
the peculiar Trish roll upon every ton-
gue, you wowd think you were in some
smart New England city. And even
New England eanrot produce & brighter,,
more cheery one. Not aman or woman
begged of me in all Belfast. Lven the
native erchitecture had here lost its
squalid look,

EARNESTNESS.

The late Rev. Rowland Hill, in once
addressing the prople of Wotton, raising
himself, exclaimed: * Because [ am in
carnest men call me an enthusiast,
When I first came into this part of the
country, I was walking on yonder kill,
and saw a gravel-pit fall in and bury
three human beings alive. I lifted ap
my voice for help so loud, that I was
heard in the town below, at a distance
of near & mile ; help came and rescued
two of the sufferers, No one called me
an enthusiast then: and when I see
cternal dostraetion ready to fallon poor
sinners, and about to entomb them irre-
coverably in an eternal mass of woe,
and call alond on them to escape, shall
I be called an enthusinst now ? No,
sinner, I amno enthusiast in so doing ;
and I enll on thee aloud to iy for vefuge
to the hope sct before theo in the
Gospel.”

Wo all have o divect personal rela-
tion towards God, and eanno. avoid its
respousibility.

Good, kind, true, holy words drop-

ed in conversation may be little
thought of, but they are like aceds of
flower or fruitful tree falling by the
way side, borne by somo bird ‘ufaf,
haply thereafter o fringe with béaudy
g0me barren mountaia-side, or to maks
glad sowe lonely wilderness.
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