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© STUDY OF THE BIBLE,

(I'rom New York Erangelist,)

There is a goneral want of eminost
Bible studr among Christians. The
Bible was exprossly framed to swo the
capucity of the common mind, It way
not sl.aaped fo the cultivated and. speou-
Intive intellect. The Bible was purpose-
1y adapied to common life. Tt was not
framed to harnonizo with tho purruits
of the study of the cloister, IHence,
there is not ouly a fitness in the simple,
earnest study of the Bible by the com-
mon mind, but theve is, for the I3ibics
own sake, n pressing need for it.

The need is especially prossing now.
The tendency of extensive theologienl
investization is to induce an exclusive
style oi techmieal theologieal exposition,
Wide-spread plulosophical study and
disquisibion lends to give exposition a
philosophical bins, Neither of these can
meet the wants of the comunon practical
mind. It cuunot best accord with the
practical, conunon sense purposes and
uses of the DLible. No preacher or ex-
positor, who confines himself to such
theolo z1eal or plulosophieal channels of
thouglit, will be best able to bring the
Woud Lowme to the cummon mind, or to
make it potential over the affuirs of
conimon hife.

But hiow is he to get at this simple
Bible truth, so lung as the common peo-
ple, from neglect of Bible study, are
themselves deficient in it? o cannot
well get it himself, for he is, to some
extent, in another position. Ile is, from
training and professional bias, forced to
take o different stand point. His only
practical chance is to be found in o per-
sonal contact with the religious thought
and Bible knowledge of his people.
But 1f they have ne religious thought of
their own—unu Bible knowledge of their
own—cven that chance is gone.

So fax, then, as the instructions of
the pulpit are theological and tcchnieal,
yather then practical and cominon sense-
like, it is m gocd part due to the people
themselves. It they would but, like
Chustian. of 4 former generation, make
themseles, by earnest Bible study,
“mugity in the Seriptures,” they would
infuse more of their own practical, adap-
tive views into the pulpit. They would
themselves help Bible-exposition to get
more naturally and sympathetically into
confact with the common life and daily
convictious und wants of men.

Let us, fellow Christians, have more
of this common, every-day, house-study
of the Bible. Without the pulpit study,
the people may lack light ; but without
lt};is popular study, the pulpit will lack
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AN ECTMENICAL COUNCIL.

{ From the Ivangelist.

Tho proposition comes from Iidin-
burgh, and from »0 judicious a man us
Professor Blaikie, whose recent visit to
our churches is fresh in memory, for a
Confederation of Enghish-speaking Pres-
byterans. e argues for it on various

grounds i tiw colunms of tueEdwmburgh |

Presoyicrian. It would serve to convey
the wdea,ot o iarge brotherhoed; it would
give us great r intetest i one another,

fud ** mch more of communion in exach 1

other’s gifts and graces;” "w distiu-
guished men in one hianch would belong
to the wlwle, and have intluencs accord-
ingly ; eaclh svction of the Church would
benefit by the experience and wisdola of
the 1est. America would learn from
Irelund and Scotlund, and vice tasa. A
large confuldoration would serve to ad-
Sust better the relations between free-
dom and order. Missionary operasioas
wouild be greatly.assisted, and opportun-
itics would be afforded for united prayer,
which would be exceedingly precivus;
strong Churches like those of Scotland
aud the United States would feel the
Lenefit of union and co-operation ; but
much more »u would the wenk and scat-
tered Lranches of the family—soldiers
doing outpest duty, or pioncerivg awmid
Heuthen or auti-Christian foes. The
basis of such a confederation is ready to
hand in a co,mon faith and polity, In
conelusicn, Dr, Blaikie proposes Edin-
burgh as the place where the first meet-
ing of tlhie Ecumenical Presbyterian As-
sembly should be Leld. It is the Jern-
relem of the English-speaking Presby-
terinn Churches.” The constituency of
snely o gathering would be widely seat-
tered aceording to the ideas of a quarter
of a century ago, bug the constituents
and i<les of the sean are yeally much
nearer together in thought and sym-
Pathy than were the conmnunities of
contiguons States within the memory of
those now in middle life. Steam and
the telegraph is so banding tho world
together, that there is really nothing
chimerical in this bold suggestion. In-
deed the thought is not new, but every
dufy makes it moro practical and prob-
able. While the reunited Church in
this country might not receive any spee-
ial impulse from such a movement, it
would be felt for good at all the extrem.
ities of Presbyterianism the world over,
and powerfully tend to the unifieation
and absorption of its smaller bodies.

Genius bas limits; virtue hsg none,
every ono pure and good, can become

‘purer and better still,

!
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TOW TO RUN A CONGREGATION.

——

OQUTLINE OF DR. JONN HALL'S ADDRESS DE-
FORE THE STUDENTS OF UNION THEOLO-
QICAY, SEMINARY, DEC, 1871,

( From N, Y. Obsercer,}

The minister must not be the only at-
traction, Some men are called beeause
they -3l draw well.

Home churches are run entirvely by
the organ-loft, and may be said to be
ofty in this sonse, The music is the
greab attraction, and vast sums of money
are annualy expended upon it.

Peoplo should not come to a chureh
merely for its social life, to gain & pass-
port into good society.
 Prayer meetings ave good; but the
Chareh must not be run in their interost
alone. The activities of a church are
apt to be exaggerated, thus appealing to
the pride of men. But the model chureh
is & harnnonious unity in diversity, com-
plote by tho perfection of each of its
parts, under the control of the pastor.
It should be a living organism, with all
its parts in harmonious action, under
the guidance of a cential heart, The
graces should be preferred to the gifts,
and spirituality above all things.

In the pulpit the stunning style (a
vulgar word for n vulgar thing) should
bo avoided. Such preachers will preach
the Bible from out-of-the-way topies—
such as the Witeh of Endor and the like.
The Bible {being & seunsible and not a
sensational book) being soon exhausted,
thoy will twrn to the mewspapers for
their texts, and preach about volecano
eruptions, shipwrecks, ete., ete. This
style is evil only. The amazing style is
also to be avoided. This runs into Rit-
ualista, and eventually into Romanism.
Shakespear, aliered for the occasion,
would suy, “Rather be a dog and bay
the moon, than such a Roman.”

The true prencher will master and
teach the Bible. Ho will love it and
live it. This will make a preacher
brave. Though there be many in the
congregation wlio may know more about
other things than he does, yet hero he
is superior to any of them on the know-
ledgoe of his text, and the feeling makes
him brave. He is speaking the word
of God, and he hath truth on his side.
This will make longer pastorates. The
average is now lamentably short, being
about three years in New England; and
is attributable to the essay writing of
the pulpit, allowing the light of fancy,
history, scienee and metaphysies to play
about the text, instead of digging deep
into the mines for the truth which God
has put thera. Inspiration should come
from the pulpit. This is only the hu-
man side.” The divine sido has all along
been assumed. The Holy Spirit can
alone give success to the means.

Young preachers should be willing to
begin at the bottom of the ladder. Xe
(Dr. Hallj began preaching at twenty
years of age for what would be $500 a
year in owr moncy. After all, great
men are like the mountains. They look
about them and wonder how they came
up so high —they were thrown up.
Still, they catel all the storms, and the
fiercest winds blow about their heads.

The speaker was listened to with the
utmost attentivn, and applauded several
times during Lis most interesting and
and instructive address.

LONELY WORKERS.

Many Cliistinns have to endure the
solitude of unnoticed labor. ‘They are
gerving God in a way which is exceed-
ingly useful, but not at all noticeable.
How very sweet to many workers ave
those little corners of the newspaper and
magazines which discribe their labors
and successes ; vet some who are doing
what God will think a great deal more of
at the last, never saw their namesin
print.  Yonder heloved brother is plod-
ding away in a little country village ; no-
body knows anything about him, buthe
is bringing souls to God. Unknown to
fame, the angels are acquainted with
him, and a few precious ones whom he
has led to Jesus, know him well. Per-
haps yonder sister has a little class in
the Sunday school; theye is nothing
strikinginheror her class; nobody thinks

of her asa veryremarkable worker ; sheis.

a flower that blooms almost unseen, but
she is none thelessfragrant. ‘There isa
Bible-woman; she is mentioned in the
report as makmg so xeany visits in a
week, but nobody discovers all that she
is domng for the poor and needy, and how
many are saved i the Lord through her
mstrumentality, lundredsof God sdear
servantsare serving lnm without tho en-
couragement of man's approving oye, yet
they are not alone—tho Father is with
them.

Never mind where you worlk; care
more about how youwork. Never mind
who sees, ifGodapproves. If hosmilesbe
content. We cannot be always sure
when we are most useful.
is not the nereagoyou sow; its thomuiti-
plication which God gives to the sced
which will make up tho harvest. You
have less to do witk bemg successful
than with beiug faithful. Your main’
comfort is that in your labor you ave not
alono, for God, the eternal One, wlio
guides the marchos of the stars, is with
oR—Spurgeon, .

Cwveent Opindous,
THE IRISH AND SCOTCH.

Iiyon the London Times,

The Scoteh are n small people, and
almost everywhere that such a people is
coutbined with one of greater territory
and numbors we have the phenomenn of
o discontented nationality. But we may
restrict ourselves for an example to the
Buritish Isles, Irveiand is an oppressed
nationality. Do what you like, Irishmen
will not give up their rightto ba ealled n
downtrodden people, The most loyal
of them—those whoe do not pretend to
wish for any great politieal change—still
like to bemonn tho injusticeof England.
Tho groat majority aflect to beliove in
the possibility of removing the mysteri-
ous and intangible ills of the country by
some great political change. It is of no
use togsk them what they cemplain of.
Even when they cannot imagine a griev-
auce sufliciently solid to be siated, they
are sure they do suffer in some hidden
manner from the Saxon. At this moment
the thoughts of no society of Trichmen,
cither in their own country or in Great
Britain, are quite free from the assump-
tion that they are somehow placed at a
disadvantage and labour under disabili-
ties, Among the fiercer paoliticians of

I'the commonality we hear of proposed

celebrations at which the name of the
Queon is to be excluded from the list of
toasts, and, either in seriousness or asa
of political pastime, whole classes are
ready to plunge into a new agitation for
ITome Rule.

In contrast to these we find our Scotch
neighbours taking the political world as
they find it, and prospering under, or in
spite of, all kinds of institutions. The
seeret of their loyalty and cot  ntment
is that, as a rule, they make tuecir way.
Private suceess produces public tranquil-
lity. The contrast has often been drawn
between England's conduct townrd’s
Scotland, which was joined to her on
equal terms, and her treatinent of Ire-
land, which has never recovered from
its position as a conquered country.
But, in truth, the institutions of Beot-
land have been by no means models of
excellence, 'The vepresentation o1 Seot-
land befere the Reform nct of 1812 was
in n mueh worse state than that of
Eugland ; indeed, theve was hardly any
direct representation at all. Aristocratic
usages have affected the lnw mueh more
laxgely than with us, and the liberty of
the subject has been by no means so
well guarded. Scottish nobles and land-
owners have flocked to England just as
much as the same classes of Irvishmen ;
they have equally abandoned the church
of the people, even though it is estab-
lished ; they carry on a propagands. of
prelacy, and love to dd'splay their
attachment to o communion whieh, if it
differs from Anglicanism, djffers from it
by being stili further removed from
Presbyterianism.  Allthese things have
not made the Scotch either disloyal to
the Crown or acrimoniots towards Eng-
lishmen, though there never have been
wanting the sarae class of agitutors who
have succceded so well in the sister
islaud. The principle we can discern

elearnoss imposaible from mere passion-
logs statement, But above all, the Ioly
Ghost will go before and follow after
such a discourse. The spirit will bring
prrtioulnr persons to hear, will proparo
their minds in accordance with the
preacher's previous potitions, and give
to his wordr a power not at all his own.
The reflex influence of his prayer upon
tha proacher himself, and upon the
formation of his diseourse, will be but
the Leginning of the answer. There will
be n deep solemnity in the audienco as
woll a8 unction 1 the preacher. The
Word thus preached wil not return
void,

Thexe is reason to believe that many
a preacher would be more popular with
his people, as well as mora useful, if he
prayed much more than he does for
God’s immediate blessing upon his very
next sermon.  Of comse all preachers
pray for such results, but do they agon-
1ze? Are their souls really aroused ?
Do they feel that they must have God’'s
help, and must have it now? Such
prayer will insure life, vigor, clear-
ness, power. Isnot My Word, says
God, » fire and a hammer ?

There are prenchers now living of
great ominence, the seeret of whose
power is in the closet. There tho intel-
Jeet as well as the heart is kindled.
There are preachers of ample ability,
education, and even industry, as well as
unquesticnable prety, who are compara-
tively feeble preachers, because they do
ot wrestle more for an immediate bles-
sing upon their sermons,

JOURNALISM.

This is now a power. Aimies of strong
men use it, and affeet results which
sword, and shot, and wheel, and screw,
and steam can never reach. The agency
is unique. These freil, transient sheets,
seem so light and perishable, have so
little body and materiality, and drop
into obscurity so soon, that at first
thought we judge them insignificant,
and almost powerless. But when we
consider how freshly they come from
fountains of thought, how closely they
are related to mmd, how they convey
current heart-throbs, purposes, and
aspirations, reverence supersedes our
doubts. They flit here and there as
shight incarnations of thoughts, trans-
cripts of soul-life, warm pulsations of
the heart, and seem liko sacred things,
more spiritual than material, almost
alive ard talking.

Studying the daily or weekly jurnals,
their origin and growth, the magic skill
which gives them form; their adaptation
to drop seed-thought into the public
heart, their subtle influence on character
and destiny, our conceptions are eleva-
ted, and we assign them g high position
among forces chosen to secure the weal
of man. They have no right to be low,
or mean, or vulgar, or false. Their
mission is too noble to admit of this. It
is like desecratingthe sacred and divine,
prostituting the choicest gifts of God, to
use them as agents to poison public
morals, defile human hearts, scatter the
iufection of base and groveling natures,
and make bad men in character and

in thi is that Scotclmen, under the in- | miserable in life. It is infanous forvile
fluence of a good education, have realized | men to steal this instrument, and nso it

how much the greatness and happiness | for evil.

of o people depend on individual effort
and success, and how lumited is the
power of laws for good vr harm.  If we
take the names of those Scoteh residents
it Lundon who represent, as is often re-
marked, o larger Scoteh population than
exists in Edinburgh, we find men who
had no more advantage to start with
than thousands in whose hearts the
disappointinent of an unsuccessful caxeer
have roused the demon of political dis-
content. The Scotch have plenty of
patrictism, but it takes the form of
striving for tho advancement of them-
sclves, their relatives, their connections,
their friends in an ever-widening circle ;
and, as the general prosperity is promo

ted by the prosperity of cvery section, it
follows tlat it is largely permeated by
prosperous and essentially conservative
elements.  While abroad and at home
there are changes and rumors of change,
wo hardly hear of Scotlaind, exeept in
conuection with anniversaries, centenar-
ies, festivals, and harmless and cheerful
solemnities.

POWER.

(From the Baptist Union.)
Abounding prayer, while inventing,
developing, composing, and preputing to
deliver, tho sermon, will give both an

mtellectual aud moral concentration and |

carnestuess to the discourse most fuvor-

ablo to right spiritual impression. It
will give lfe to preaching. It will

fascinate men with something more than
human.

It is well known that the most cffec-
discourses of Whitfield, Wesley, Payson,
McCheyne, and other preachers of great
spiritual power, have been prepared in
this manner. Prayer will necessitate
vivid illustration, and indeed the best
rhotoric, for it will eagerly seek its
dosired offcet, Prayer will seeuro spon-
tancously what tho most elaborate art

-plone could nover attain. The sincerity

and onrnestness of such a preacher will
convinde and persuads jmen more than
his arguments: His-own burning con
ceptions wi d with s

i
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» Lyvqur xaward,, .

It is shameful to make it the
medium of falschood and deceit. But
it is done. Oue of the most painful facts
which confront us, is the lack of candor
and purity in our publie journals.

Do we expeet eandor and o conscien-
tiows record of factsin ourleading politi-
cal organs? We are foo generally
disappointed.  The majority of their
reports and eriticismsare carrieatures, ox
extravagant landations.  They are not
manly and honourable to rivals, and
they are often vulgar in style and false
in utterance. Such a degradation of
one of the noblest creations of human
skill is worthy of the keenest reproba-
tion.

And if our leeding jowrnals stoop to
such vile uses, what can we expeet of
thosu of less pretense ? If editors of
culture and first-class powers of mind
disregaxd tho simplest amenities of gen-
tlemen, iadulge in vulgar and abusive
opithets, and defils their papers with
partial staterents, those of a lower
grade will be more vile, Even religious
papers are not always {ree from unfair-
ness, slang and coarseness. Some of
them need a radical xeform.

Tpon the whole, our public journals
are far from perfect ; many of them are
postively vile. The exawples of leading
papers fall far below a proper standard.
They especially offen by lack of candor
aud trathfulness. They often strive for
sensatioit, indulge in extravagance, per-
vert facts for effect, dealin stilted phrase
and wild description, which none can
respect or trust. They seem to be on
the strotch for something strange, vidi-
culous, sensational, and mistake such
performances for smurtness, lifo and en-
terprisu. It may bo their best substitute
for thoughts, brain-work, solid sense,
and real wit ; bub it vepels respect and
confidence, end hegets feelings of dis-
gust. It will be & day of delight whou
owr daily and weekly journals shall bo
uniformly chaste, honest, and alive with
nuble thoughts and frustworthy repoxts
of facts.—DBaptist Union.
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THINGS NOT TO Du IN WINTER

Don’t let cows out to water when the
barn-yard is covered with ice, they aro
linble to injure themselves by shipping,
especially if hoavy with ealf.

Don’t let your horse stand out in the
cold after a drive, without thiowing o
{ blanket over hun.  The u-eet of this
preenution hny cansed many a eold and
sickuess, so that self-intere s, if not hu-
maaity, shonll compel the daty.

Dun't let your pumps freeze, if you
wish to save trouble. "It i4 o difficul
job to thaw thew eut, and in the mom-
time your family and eattle taav be .af-
fering fromn it. Don’t let water stand
i troughs n single nieht lest it be
frozen solid before morning,

Dor’t spend your evening- at the vil-
lage gracery, spinning lony yams, tuk-
ing gossip and pelitics, ansd getting
scented with fobaceo smoke, Betler
stay at home and read to your wifc;
but if yon go out alone, let it be to the
farmer's club, or some plaea where you
will not forfeit self-vespect.

Dot 1t the chillran mall over their
lessons without helping them noew and
then over the hard spots. A very little
enceiragement goes o wonlerful way
with young folks under difficulty.

Don't negleet dumb anunals—especi-
ally in extreinely colld weather—at the
barn, the sherp-lisuse, the pig pen, or
the hen coop. They necd <Lelter and
warmth, and food anl water. Who is
to supply them but you, the owner?
They nced not be starcved ghnost to
death before your obligation begins.
Lhey should be made ecowfortable and
happy, or yon do not distharge ycur
duty. :

Don't allow a pipe or cigar in tho
barn or other out-bwilding. To enforce
this rule on others, you must obey it
yourself. How is it with you, do you
smoke in your barn? If »0, you must
not complain if your buildings bun
down before winter is out.

Don't saunter about of cold mornings,
with hands in pockets, and neck and
cars bundled up with wufllers. Out
with hands, off with scurfs and stir
round briskly at some useful job. There
is plenty to do, if you ouly plen for it
beforehand, and there iy nothing like
work to staxrt the blood and make one
jolly.

i
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THE BEAUTY OF WINTER.

} Winter scenery has charms of its own,
Fhat yield to no other seasen. Onan
clear winter day, the landscape often
has a depth of colouring such as no
other time of the year affords. Anin-
describably soft and tender atmosphero
rests upou the earth, through which
glows the deep purple and blue of the
distant hills. The whiteness of the snow
gives to the scene n celestial purity,
& suggestion of heavenly things.

There is abundant beauty, too, of the
minuter kind, What is more delecato
and exquisite than the tracery of tho
bare tree-tops relieved against the sky ?
And every »uow storm-works a myriad
miracles of dainty architecture. I
clothes the black spruces with a lun-
dred feathery plumes. It hides every
unsiglitly object with a soft white mantle.
Tnder its touch in a single hour the
whole earth is transformed, aund mas-
querades in overy variety of Leautiful
and grotesque appurel. Then, as by
the quick changes of & mazidan, comes
a sudden shower or thaw, and,again a
frost, and the sun rises upon a world
clothed in dimoonds.

But the deepest charm which nature
has in winter is that which night brings
forth. The carth is not more unlike in
summer and winter than are the heav-
ens. Compare the mellow glory with
which the harvest moon tloods the earth,
with the cold bright light of the far-off
moon of winter. And the winter stars,
—what sight that is givun to man so
stirs Lis sen.o of awe aud wystery, so
‘moves Lim to rejoice, and 1cverence,
and adore ?

It seems to us that in the severity
and sternness of wmter, the moods
which Nature suggests are higher and
more heroic than the milder scasons in-
spire. When the carth nvounis with
every fruitfud thing, when the warm air
wraps us and the wind breathes gently
upon us, the sense of theso tlings
bring great delight. But when the
blood quickens to resist the cold, and
bound in frost and snuw thic carth seems
under the power of some wighiier influ-
ence than those which minister o the
physical man, then we sean to come
closer into the presence of the Infinite
Onc. Let one stand in th. forest at
night, when the ground is white about
his fcet and look up through tho net-
work of the greal branches to the stars
blazing from their infinite distance and
listen to the mysterious voices of the
wind, and he may well feel hiwuself
within the courts of God.— Christian
Union,

We are sorry to learn that Mr. Janes
Young, M.D,, for South Waterloo, met
with an accident at Galt, last weck
Ho was 1iresent at the curling-match
between the Galt and Guelph clubs, and
falling on the ico, hurt his left ankle so
badly that he will be detained in the

Lhansa, for somadima...




