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WHAT TRUTH SAYS.

Reliable information of any kind regarding
the great North-Weat Territory is now of
intereat to every one. TRuTu readers will
be pleasca o notice ssveral papers of inter-
atin regard to the Great Lone Land in the
present issue. Rev, Thos, Woolsey, for
many years a respected Methodist mission.
ary in that country, contributes the first of
axries of letters in regard to his erperience
there thirty years ago. What changes have
come since that time? Ex-Alderman Jobn
N. Lake, of this city, land commassioner of
the Temperance Color:zation Company,
writes of whut he has seen of recent date,
and another respected contributor gives
remipiscences of his experience in connection
witha former Riel expedition. In future
issues a number of very valuable papers in
regard to that country may be looked for
from well-koown. gentlemen, present or for-
mer residents among the people now in re.

. bellian.

Readers of the daily papers must have
frequently came across the term “‘mug-
wump” applied to differeat peoplo and ap.
parently always intended as 22 opprobrious
epithet. Those to whomn this term has been
applied, however, may take oconsolation in
thekoowledge that”so far from being a
shameful epithet, “‘mugwump’ is a highly
complimentary and flattering one, being no-
thiog more nor lees than an Indian word
mesning “lord'" or *“‘ruler,” according to an
anthority who knows whereof he speaka.

Eut Indian jugglers are reported to be
wonderfully skilfal andso thoy doubtless
are, though not more 8o than our Occidental
“profeasors™ of legerdemain ; travellers are
t2fond of maguifying the wonders that
they sceabroad and their accounts of tho
doings of the jugglers of the East have
caused peoplo athome to fancy that their
tricks arc something very extraordinary ia.
deed, They are not so, however, and their
methods of performing theirseemingly super-
baman feats are gradually being revealed,
Onetrics atill in vogue is the burying in
the earth of a live man for several months,
who profesaes to bo supernaturally cndow-
«d with the ability to hold his bresth for
that period.  This, till lately, hae caused
much wonder and surmise, as apparently
there was no fraud practised in the matter;
bat the trick bas been exposed and now
rally docs scem romarkably simple and it
isa wonder that it was never discovered be.
fore. This is the very simple explanation
of the whole trick, according to an English
joornal: *A tunnel is dug from the grave
%3 the neighboring jungle; the grave itsclf
ispartly prepared, the subjectis then, in
sight of the spectators, prepared by baving
s cars and nostrils filled with earth and
bistongue turned back. He isthen appar-
tly buricd, creeps through the tunnel and
tsaway. After six months, or any other
terval ho creeps back-azain, isdug oy ap-

tly lifeloss and restored with infinite

ins.” Doubtless, all the other scemingly

txplicable feats of Orieatal jugglery are
ble of a similar simple solation,

The French Government did a good
stroke of buaineas a week or so ago in break.
ing up the horde of Fenians in Paris and
conducting the ringleaders, amongst whom
was tho notorious James Stephens, to the
Swisas trontier and thero setting them adrift
with strict injunctionato keep out of Franco
hereafter. This mode ot procedure msy
seomn a little rough on ¢he poor Swiss, and
it would be an excellent plan if they took
their turn at the littlo game, and passed
Messra. Stephens & Co, onto some other
country, the passing on to be continued
till the bold Feninns brought up on the sea-
shore—and aftor that,

Balloons have often been talked about for
use in time of war, but with the excoption
of & few experiments during the Franco.
Prussian disagrecablencss, they bhave not
been much employed till just now, when
they aro being utilized in the Soudan cam.
paiga, the balloon and telegraph corps being
a distinct branch of the expeditionary force,
having three balloons and all the necesary
appliances for observing tho p’ itions of the
enemy. One wagon containing one ton of
atorcs is sufficlent for each ascent and tele.
phone communication will be :tablished
between the balloon and the grouzd. This
Iatter fact shows that only captive ascents
will bo made, the balloons being tethered
by ropo or wire. It yet remains to be seen
whether balloons will be as useful as many
warriors anticipate. One great draw-back
seems to b the difficulty of attaining & sul-
ficlently great elovation to be ount of reach
of the bullets of the enumy, bullets and
balloons being naturally antagonistic, with
the chances very much in favor of the for-
mer i case of actual collislon,

So it looks as if, after all, we were to
have a little taste of war in Canada. Riel,
who shoul1 have been hanged long ago, has
opened the ball and, judging from the
guests who have gone from Toronto and
elsewhere to participate in it, he may have
to dance to a lively tune beforo long. It
would give much satisfaction in most quar-
ters if ho were debarred from having any-
thing to danco on and hia terpeichorean ex-
ercises were to take place in mid.air. Itis
to be devoutly hoped that when Riel gets
corncred phis time there will beno secret
acrvico monoy scot to him to save his car-
case. The present rebellion should be tho
laat that M. Rielis ever permitted to Incito,
and it probably will

At tho present writing it seems certiin
that a dozen loyal citizens havo met their
death at the hands of Riel's followers, and
it is impoesible to say what may be the loss
of life before the rising in theNorth-West is
put down; the matter is one of great im-
portance and dcep concern, and not to be
troated, by any means, as people were in-
clined to treat it when tho fint rumors of
Riel's outbreak reached their cars.  There
aro times when men aro justified in taking
up arms against constituted authority, for
tho protection of theirindividual rights and
the like, but Riel can plead 1o auch jrallfi-

cation for his rebellion in the present in-
stance and for the destruction of human
life that has already taken place.

Though Louis Riel did not in his former
rebellion evince any great capability as a
military commander, the fact is now patent
to all that he has it in hia power to give an
immenss amount of trouble, as he has at his
back some thousauds of half-breeds, In.
dians, and, poesibly, Fenians to do his
fighting whilst ho atirs up the feeling of dis.
content agaimat the Government so preva.
lent amongst the Metis and incites them to
further rebellion and disorder, & work for
which he is admirably fitted, being a fluent,
eloquent speaker and a capital organizer.
Riel is now between 40 and 42 years of age,
of middle beight, atout and dark ; his head
is well-ahap- 1, his forehead being mauive
and high; and his eyes are bright, dark
and restless. He is not tho first trouble
maker of his family, as his father was a
revolutionist before him, and on the 17th of
May, 1849, when his compatriots, Sayre,
Larondo, Guillette, and McGinness, were
being tried before Judge Thom, an officer
of the Hudson Bay Compauy, for infringing
on that company’s exclusive prerogative of
trading with the Indians for furs, Louis
Riel's father headed a sufficient forcs of
hall-breeds to overawe the court and restore
the offenders to liberty. When this had
been done the half-breeds fired three vol.
loys, shook hands promiscuously and effus.
ively, and shouted “Vive la liberte I and
“Trade is free 1" After that, according to
the half.breeds' version of tho story, the
elder Riel was a man whom the Hudson
Bay Company’s officers feared to offend,
and it is even hinted that it is partially to
the gencrosity of that wealthy corporation
toward the clder Rigl that the present in.
surgent leader owes the cducational and
other advantages ho evjoyed in his youth.

Louis was born in the Red River settle.
ment and was sent, when alad, to ono of
the Catholio Collcges in Montieal, under the
patronsge of Archbishop Tache, of St. Boni-
faco, There he completed his education,
exhibiting during his atudcntship a marked
ability in tho oratorical line, his powers as
a pablic speaker, being favorably noted and
commented on during that period. It was
not until tho autumn of 1569 that Riel
camo promincntly before the public, Trouble
then arose out of the transfer by the Hudson
Bay company to tho Dominion of Caunada
of the northweat territories. At this time
thero were asttled in Aniniboia 6,000 French
half-breeds and 4,000 Scotch and English
ones. The French-Canadiansand the half.
broeds wero persuaded that tho transfer was
inimical to their interests, and theaight of
survoyors at work gave them them thoidea
that their ownership of tho land was in
peril. Ricl organied what ho called a
stprovisional government,” compelled the
lientenant-governor to seck refuge in the
United States, and raised an armed forco <
600 men. Colozel Garnet Wolsoloy, now
Lord Wolscley, wxs acnt to quell tho insur:
roction, but Ried had fled on his amival,

aided in doing s0 by a gift of 81,000 from
the Leader of the Tuminion Government at
that period, thongh rewards were offcred
for his capturo at tho samo time! An
amneaty was subsequently granted to him,
and for the Jast two years Riel has been ia
the vicinity of the Sonth Saskatchewan.

An exchange tells us, and it is really a
matter of great gratification to every right.
minded person, that *The first practical
step towards establishing direct steam navi-
gation between Cologne and London has
been taken by the Badische Schrauben-
dampfachiflfahrts Gesollschaft Mannheim.”
It counds very terrible but probably it isn’t
loaded after all.

A cortain Mr. Ignatius Dounelly insists
that ho has dissovered positive proofs which
show that Shakespears never wrote the
playa credited to him and, in fact, that the
divice William was a very ordinary and
commonplace individual indeed. My,
Donnelly is firm in his bel{ef, and declares
that ho can prove his assertion that Lord
Bacon is the author of all the maguificent
poetry that we have all along attributed to
ihe Swan of Avon. This isa world of ruth.
less awakenings from pleasaut dreams and
one by one the cheriahed beliefs to which
wo cling s0 fondly are torn from us, but it
will really be too bad altogether if Shakea-
poare is proved to bea fraud. Lot us hope
that Mr. Donnelly may be mistaken.

Edward Hanlan, the man who has done
more to advertise, in a certain way, Canada
in general and Toronto in particular
than auyono living, seems to have
met his match at last and has to resign
the sculling champlonship of the world,
to an Englishman, who has twice beaten
him, it is presumed fairly. When Hanlan
was at tho zenith of his fame the American
press delighted in speaking of him as ““our
great American oarsman ;™ since to-day two
weeks ago ho is, with them, < Huanlan, the
Canadian.” 'T'was cver thus,

The alacrity displayed by our volunteers
in responso to the call to arms apeaks well
for them and is a suro sign that, if an ac-
tual conflict takes place, there will Do no
such thing as flinching on their part. That
the fecling oxhibited was genuine and that
a real desiro to amell powder existed is fully
demonstrated by one little fact, which is
that several men belonging to the Queen's
Own and Grenadicrs of thia city, who had
not been aclected to make up the chosen
fivo hundred, managed to secure their arma
and accoutrements and smoggle themsclves
on board the train which was to bear away
their comrades and away they went and aro
now numbcered amongst tho gallant fellows
composing the expedition  This is genuine
enthusiaam and such voluntecrs aro indeod
worth five times their mumber of pressed
men,  As thiogs look at prescnt Canadian
will not require much pressing to go to th
front, for doubtless the men comprising the
other battalions throughout the country are

composed of just such ataff as Toronto's
citizen-aoldiors,



