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CURRENT NOTES.ACORRESPOND)ENT and reader of
THE BOOKSELLEX ANI) STATIONER in

Bermuda complains that when be purchases
Canadiari editions of bookshcfin ds hjise] fin
conflict with other editians. We havesanie
readers in the West Indies who occasionally
find it convenietit ta purchase books in
Canada rather than in New York or Eng-
land. But the detective state of aur copy-
right lawv, which gives us no rights wvhich
anyone is bound ta respect, inakes it difi
cuit for aur finms ta sell books in the WVest
Ind!ýs. it is complained that our publishers
don't mark a Canadian copyright edition
1copyright. " The outsider wvould then

know that they could only be sold ini Can-
ada. But what's the use of enarking IlCan.
adian Copyright " an a book ? We only
think they are copyright. The cheap

colanial editiens can came in here and inter.
fere with the sale of reprints of Briti>h
books, even when the British publisher bas
promised they shail net. They wvill slip in
through ather sources.

A. R. Fortes, et North Sydney, C.B..*
ancet fur Atl; ntic Caast readers, gat eut a
Christmas card wvhich had a fine sale. The
idea is original and clever, and wve do net
wvonder that it , took. " The card is ini
beoklet form and an the inside caver is
pasted a photograph ef the sender's resi-
dence. Mr. Forbes had a negative taken
ef the hanse and grounds, flnished ane card,
îvhich aise contained a leaf with IlMr. and
Mrs. - send their greetings and best
wishes for the carning year" printed in gold,
and submitted the idea ta the lady ef the
hanse. In every case an order was given,
-as indeed it deserved te be. rer a town
wi th lots et pretty residences the idea should
be successful.

What has became et the agitation in
Tarante against the niethads ef department
stores? Bath parties, before the gerieral
electian of March, 1898, were in favor ef
an investigation before a cammittee ef the
Legislature. Although Mr. Middleton, the
Hamilton nicrhber, who breught the niatter
up berore, wvas deleated in the electians,
there are ethers in the House who profess
int,:rest in the subject. Let thern be urged
ta act. In Montreal, ýthc city council is
gaing ta ask the Quebec Legislature for
power ta impose a special tax on each
additieîial branch et trade carried on in
department stores, Ieaving the principal
lines ta pay the ardinary tax. The depart-
nient stores did a good Christmas trade in
books. They cut prices on the current
novels and on most et the new beoks. Their
staples in beeks, however, do niost et the
trade. If yen want a yard ai Shakespeare,
or a pound of Milton, an~d a few ounces

ef popular paetry, the place ta go is a
department store. .Their qualities are tlîick
paper, net as tough as nianila wrapping,
but cqually attractive, and braken faced
type. These, donc up in flashy bindings,
constitute the bulk et the 1 book trade"
donc in saine big establishments.

The largesale et Canadian editians during
the halidays should cemmend itself te the
booksellers as a hint ta push thcse editians.
They give a better profit as, in many cases,
ne cheap reprints tram abroad cerne ini te
compete with theni. Desides, aIl the meney
ini producing them is spent in Canada,
which is an advantage.

A determined effort is geing te be nmade
at the coming session et Parliament te
secure a law on copyright. The benefits ta
the bookselling trade are that it will secure
fixed prices an a certain number et books,
that it ivili impose on the Canadian pub.
lishers the duty et advcrtising and pushing
their beoks te such an extent as ta create a
dcniand, which the beekseller new bas te
pay fer hirnself by independent effort and
at much expensc. If anyane knaws any
reasan why thc writers, printers and sellers
et books in Canada should net have prac-
tically the saine righss as the same per-
sans in the United States or Great Britain,
we wauld like te hear tram hini. Now is
his chance te speak. There inay be differ-
ences et opinion as ta the wording ot the
Act. In this respect, every reasonable
abjection should be met. In Parliament,
ne anc an cither side et the hause opposes
copyright. In exists in every civilized
conntry. It is a duty îvhich the community
awes ta ils author. Why should we net
have it ? Interest will be (cît in Mr. WV. P.
Gundy's statenient, reported in this issue,
that English authors are disposed ta con-
cede the reasonableness oetlî Canadian
contention.
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