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and be merry." St. Paul, in his great argument for the resurrection of the
dead, allows it to bu a good uaxii, if there bo noe, and that tlein, " lut us eat
and drink, for to-norrow ve die. ' The whole creed of the Epicureains, the
whole purpose of their life being was, " E'r, lile, lude, post mortem unlla
rolupta." (Eat, drink, sport, aifter death tlere is no pleasire.) It is a proper
life for a brute, for men if they are brutes; for tiis state, if it be al], and the
future a profound blank: if all the pleasure we can io.ssibly realize, do and
learn tie most and he.st to obtain it, is only to e founti by aund for the iody in
this wvorld ; if v:e beconie Athcists-if that bc possible-and biot out God
fromt the universe, and banish into nonentity ail spirit life : and if vu quiian
ourselves and sec our compaions im the browsing ox and the mierry aiibkin,
then, go eat and drink: let fleshly enjoynent be our entire religion and
worship; let it occupy ail our thoughts; let it be our loftiest attaitinir.t ; let
it bc the "one thing ieedfil." iut the Apostle believed-aud did aid taught
far otlierwise. lie felt hiiself to be a mnai with a soul that gave imîji ai allinity
to God: a soul that gave himi an everlasting: a sotul in that respect, whiclh
inade lini like (od, eternal ; and tierefore lie hatd imich more and far better to
live for thaii this present life, antd for that lie had given up very imucli w hich
the cairnal heart so dearly loves, and he was fully prepared to give tilp all that
lie imiglt " win Christ."

Ilow grcat is the clbrt to find earthly happiness ili nere wordly things!
Ilow eager the pursuit of that pianton, by the rushiiiig multitude, in ail the
avenues, and mazes, and hiigliway., and byeways of lifu! And how that phan-
ton does glide fron every liandi tlat tries to grasp it, and fromt every hleart that
thinks it possesses it! Yonder child supposes that lie lias got it wien lie
fondles the toy, but sue hiim to-morrow casting it away and seekiing for some-
tling new. ee it ini youth, uver canging his amusement. See it in-manhood in
lis aspirations, and never contented witi wliat is obtained : and sec it in old
age, coifesing, after a veary anîd troubled pilgrimiiage, tliat it is onily to bc found
beyond the totl. Is it not the thouglt of nany, only let moe be rich and great,
let nie have at mîy coninand cverything needful to get wiat I please, and to do
wliat i please, and then what a happy man I shall be! Such is theory but
never fat; for if the poor man has a thorni in his poverty, the rich man fuels ar,
piercing a one thotigh it be covered w ith gold. Ve have the notable conîfussions
of a great king on this very iatter. lie determîined to find happiness, and with
despotic power, lie rigorously exacted tribute fron his sibjects to enable lim
to carry out his purpose. lie gave iinself to idleness and mirtlh: liegave him-
self to gratifying kis sensual nature: he gave hiiself to cultivating and grati-
fying tihe linest tastes. lie lived in mîagntificent statu at his capital: lie built a
splendid palace aiiong the mouintains to enjoy seclusion and happy reose : lie
tried to cieate an imitation of tie original Eden: lie tried books: ie.sought
the winle ctup . lie gras ped at everything lie cotild imagine, and ransacked all
under the sui ; aiid the res.ult fromt then, every une, was " vanity of vanities,
ail is vanity and vexation of spirit."I Iappinss docs not coue fromt our sur-
roundings, but it con:ists in the state of our own hearts; and bienee ve find it
even with those beaten, bleeding mn, Paul and Silas, lying in the stocks in the
inner prison ut Philippi and giving a sacred concert at uidniglit. And why


