
'6'N~

MEDICAL 'SCIENCE

to the opinion* thlat, if not in spirit, at least ini letter,
the act ion taken W~as utConilstitutionral ; but would
addý twthisý the conviction that the chiaracter of the
clause of the constitutiondealing wvîtl elections is
of such a nature asto be sladly iii need of al1teration,
and which, if allowed to stand, is certain to lead. to
further trouble in the future. MPie Comnîiiittee on
Nominiations, so the clauise reads, nmtst have the
namies of candidates whomn any nieniber niay wishi to
prr .,ose for an offlice, s .imitted to thein for conisido.r-
ation. The comnîi-ittee brings in a report wbicli is
as usùal a majority report, and any candidate drop-

ped by this con'iimittee is, we think, thrown out;Sirice

inay Ar-oceed Io elci. We supposeC it comipetent
for the Society not to accept the report and refer
it back to the conîîniitte.:, but if that conînittee

choose not to report this or thiat nanie, the election
is blocked accorcding to the constitution as it stands.
The runip of a con 1iittee in thiý case did bring in
a report with theý naine of another candidate; but
tme facts thaàt this %vas at a hast session whien fewv
menibers were present, and as stated, the com-mit-

*tee only smnall, were, as might be expected, sure to
cause trouble.. It lïas been. a; abundanthy, mani-
fest that the constitution is diefective *in making it
difficult to have. the Association, a.tefnlpopu-
lar tribunal express its wisie.s, except -by a cir-
cumiloctitory process,,and we- trust that it wilh be as

son s possible ýa1tered so -that, in open. session
other names may be presented to the Association
in addition tosuchi an one as maý-.y be the Jhoice
of the comnmittee.

THERAPEUTIOS 0F DIPHIHERIA.

MUCI libas been written on the above sub-
ject and hmuch rnight wvel1, it seerns to us,

* have been left u.tnwritten; but the preemineht.
importance of the subject causes us' to re-fer with
very gréât pleasure to an address on this sub-
ject, read before the. Phihadelphia County Me1di-'

* cal Society, by A.- Jacobi, M.D., of Newv York.
We have referred, before nov, 'both .by notes and
editorials, ýta teflrst fat whichi Jacobi refers' to,
'and it is one wvhièli, even yet, a certain chass'of
older pïactitioners seeniý very 1.ath ta accept.

He ay: Diphtheria 'is a contagious disease.
* Severe forms m'ay beget severe or mihd forms..

1Mild.cases' miay 'begyet miiild or severecases; What
lias be call.ed'folhicularÉ ainygdalitis (or tonsillitîs)

is cilihtheria in niany, ,perhiaps ilost instances. lt-
is seldomi dangerous to the patient, becauise the-
tonlsils haebut ver>' hittle lyniph coiinluniric.Dr *in
w îti the- rest of the bodly. But the diphîlrîjerlýa
varîety of follicular tonsihhitis is also conitagiaus.
Titis miild variety is that fronm whichi zdults are apt
ta suffer. . . With this variety the aduit 'is in
the Street, in ýbusiness, in the school-rooni,ý in tIle
railroad car, in the kitchen andi nursery. Witnl
this variety parents, wliile coniplaining of a shightly
sore tbiroat, kiss thîeïr c!iildrn." T1hîe fohhowing
quotation we coniceive ta be of the greaitest i 'mport-
ance, and reconendi it ta our nmany reaclers wIÂQ
Mýay' have been in doubt as to, their -duty in.
suchi a c,-,se :-"I Whler(ever it is suispecteci itought
ta be lookedzl after. Where it is seen, it aughlt to,
be isahated and treateci, less perhaps for tholse who
*are sick, than of those w~ho arE. in seriouý danger
of being. infected. 1TU-s is the miore. necessary,
as tbis forni is apt to-laàt long and :give risc ta ro-
peated attacks. But it is not.only then?ild'variety
that is likely ta last long. Serious undoîubted
cases are also apt ta last for weeks,- and .soîine of
thenti for nionths. As long as they do persiàt they-
are contagious. These rei-finiscences .v nd -.quqta-
tions froni former writings imust justify tlie-preein-
Cnt Dlace 1 cl'ainýi for preventive treatienéit.. Tphe
writer thereafter discusses rnost tharougly aànd.
practicafly- the isolation treat:ment of .cases of the
diseasE. and, Wve notice with -deligit,, refers ta w
su.ggýestion- of bis befare. the New York State. kedi-
c,,i Society, ;.t its meeting in i882, wvhîch bias re-
sulted. ini the William Parker,1lospital af New York,-
for tbe bentefit o 'f those suffering fromn diphthleria and,
scarlatina. 'Fb e erection of a-sufficient-numiber of.
teiriporary, bouses would be'a stili greater blessing: ta
the poo.rand a greater protection ta' tbe .public. at
large. Surveillance of allpersons, especial.ly chul-
dren, wvho-bave been exposed,ïo tbe disease should
be çarried onit." Regarding the. dangers to the pub-
lic,he remarks: ."In timies ofain epidernic every pu.b-
lic hôuSe, thieatre,,ball-roorn, diniing-hl'l, and, tavein-,

'ou1ght ta -be treated lIikea, hasp;tal'. XVhere, there
is a.largeconflux-of peaple tliere are ccrta;nly mnany
Who carry the.disease. . iveirystabl.e keepers,
wbo wauld be anxiaus ta. destra tie, -germs of
sm-all-po)x in their coaches, rgust. learn -that diph-
theria is as dangerous, a pas.senger .as v.ý.rola, and
Wvhat W~ correct ini the case of aý poor- hack is -miore
s0 in. that af a railroad'car, wbeh1the. emi grant or
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