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Elditorial,

OCUR MEDICAL ETHICS,

Wo have a codo of medical cthis, wompiled chuefly from
American sources, which bas been adopted by the Canada
Medieal A-socintion, and s «upposed to guido uy 1 our conduct
towards our patients the public, al vur Lrothor practitionors.
Yot at munt bo acknowledged, howeser humiliatiag the contession,
that the open und unblushing viclation of all ethienl conmder-
atons 1s ax otten the rule as the exception.  In Great Brtain
thoro 1 no written canlo of othies, but thers 1s, what 13 far moro
offectivo, a public opinion buth in the protession and out of it,
whtich keops everyono, except the sery Jusest, fzsin any flageant
breach of eourtesy We heweser, can boast of a subhimo disre-
gard of our written eode. while the public, by regarding our
profersion meraly a< 4 means ot I eliliowd, satetivns i tho pre-
vathuog apirit of the age, anything whicli savours of smartness,

Of cour~e the peenliar mamfestations of this evil depends
upon lneality and circumstances  In the aities, as a rule, peoplo
havo some notion of professional eliuotte, and flagrant breaches
of 1t are comparatively But then wo have i every large
town a clas af people, well to do awchanes wnd small trades-
nen, who have workesl themselses up from nothing to their
present positions  These tuun :annot understand that a pro-
fes<ional visit, oceupying perbaps a guacter of an hour, ¢an
possibly he worth a dullor, althuugh they may bo tar botter able
o pay it than some struggling clerk, or needy gentleman, whose
incomo is totally inadequato to his presumed position.  On the
othor h. -d thore ave a large number of mehicat men, trying to
struggle against enurmous competition, nto a practico suflicient
to keop themselves and then, famihies an comfort  Then what
follows as a natural result 2 D X. gives 1t to be underatood
amongst a certain Uass, that lus charge, after tho tirst vixit is
only fifty cents, ov even less  ihis pracuice aocreases rapidly,
thongh he may Luve vy work gretty haed tor iy moncy. Stilt
ho gets vich, while others go ou year aftor year an comparativo
poverty  ‘There i+ a great hilurence beaween this course, and
that of morely maderating the Jiarge tu a person - poor eir-
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