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A NEGLECTED PROXIMATE CAUSE OF
| 'DYSPEPSIA, WITH A NEW DIVISION
- .OI‘ THE DISEASE.

EARED, M.D., FRCP,MRIA

All cases of true dyspepsia may be referved
i two proximate causes. Instead, then, of the
assification into atonic dyspepsia, which is
t used in any precise sense, and gastiitis or
gastric catarch, neither of which terms is ap-
icable to all the cases they are often made.to
clude, I propose the following divisions :—

. Dyspepsia from impaired motion ;
Dyspepsin from defects of secrebion.

V¢ have nothing at plesent to do with the
ytte‘x",:beyond what concerns the differential
lagnosis between the two classes.

\voiding minor details, the leading symp-
s of dyspepsia, namely, uneasiness in the
tomach after meals, described variously as a
ense of weight, fulness, or pressure, flatulence,
.and constipation, are, for sake of com-
ison, arranged in parallel colummns, and each

ep;lrately considered under the two above
dvhemds.

DEFECTS OF SECRETION.
Uneasiness after Meals..
— Not  unfrequent, but
common} y Soon merged in
actual pain.

easines after Beals,—
nstantsymptom gen-
Iy soon " replaced by
ense of fension ac-
Panymg ﬂntnlency
Lence.—This iz the Flatulence. — Compara-
aracteristic symp-  tively unfrequent. Some
mgzured motion. of the worst cases, in
+ * which pain after food and
© other symptoms are par-
ticularly severe, are en-
tirely free from flatus,
The tendency is to lactic,
butyrie, ' and, perhaps,
- other fozms of fermenm—

Guastric Pain. — Unfre-
quent ; but occurs ocea-
sionally as a result -of
flatulence, and is peculiar
in kind. .

tion, in which gases are
not evolved.

Gastric Pain. ——Va,rxous~
ly described as sharp,
shooting, dull, or drag-
ging, is the most charac-
tetisiic svmp.‘om of de-

- fective secration uf gastric

Constipation. — Almost
always a marked symp-
tom.

juice.

Constipation.—Notb gen-
erally preseat; and the
bowels are in many cases
relaxed.

"Although the great importance of gastric
peristalsis has not been hitherto recognized as
a cause of dyspepsia, due weight has long been
attached to peristalsis of the intestines. Di-
minished intestinal peristalsis is a recognized
cause of constipation, for which remedies are
daily preseribed. It is precisely in such cases
of dyspepsia that constipation might be theo-
retically expected, from the probable existence
of a common condition throughout the intes-
tinal tube. Tn the case of impertect secretion,
on the other hand, digestion is not merely
sluggish, but the gastric juice being unable to
effect the necessary changes in the ahment the
il prepared chyme is unsuited for contact with
the intestines. The cousequent irritation not
only prevents constipation, but sometimes causes
diarrhea.

In some cases, the eymptoms whxch accom‘
pany impaired gastric movements ave of so
general ‘a nature, that ‘the question avises
whet‘ier the gastric affection may not be in-

cideutal to a state of relaxation and want of

power in the whole system. The circulasion is
slow and weak, indicating a relaxation of the

'vaso-motor nerves, and feebleness of the healt
‘But the organ is easily excited, and its action

ig often intermittent. . For the latt»ax, t‘leze are

two causea, namelv, mechamcal pressure of the,



