PUERPERAL SEPTICAEMIAL
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Awmong those whom 1 have the honor of addressing this ovening,
there nrg o fow who, althongh compnratively young, have still like
mysell, Tived long enough to have been the contempuoraries of that
dreadful disenso which we used to eall puerperat feeer. The remom-
Lennee of this multiform plague which, at times, snemed to cling ox-
clusively to the clothes of ono wecowchenr in pueticnlar, T am suve, is
still fresh in their memory. Al the parburients wilth whou he would
come in eontact would be stricken Ly the disense, and with sueh
deadly vesults that hy would be compelled to give up obsbotrieal pracs
tice until time would slow of his gobbing rid of the vienlent atmusphers
which appenred to surround him individually.

The oldest among us have wilnessed these tervitic eases which tsod
to kill in a few idays, as they have also known those epideuties of
erysipelas, hospital gangrene, as well ns those wounds flooded  with
pus which we used to eall » Leweddeble” so prond were we to establish
n distinetion botawoen ib and the fetid sanin which in cvory case was
rightly considered of sueh o bad omen, 1t was the pro.antiseptic
epoch, and ab that time the trae charactor of puosrperal fover was en-
.-.ln'nmlml in thasame deep darkness as all the other infections discases,

At the time, alveady very remote, whoen 1 begnn my medieal stadies,
we were fnr from possessing the richness of means that elinieal in-
vestigntions atford us to-duy.,  Wunderlich had not yet wened us
with the thermomotor which cnnbles ns to follow and vegister with
sueh a precigion tho oseillations of animal hent duving illness. Zactus
erwditus and other phenomenn wouhld, however, vasily permit us to
aseertain the existeneo of fever. Tho enuse of this fever was earefully
louked for in every case, and generally it was found to ba due to in-
Hammatory aetion going on in somo parts of the organism. AL one
time the lung was inflined, at another the pleurn, the peritoneumn, the
cellulnr tissue, andd so on ;o the elevation of tempernture was the con-
sequence of that intflammation and the fever was ealled symplonuttic..
Bit in other cases, no organs \muld show sign of suffering)’ ll()\\llL‘l o

“would the mbst . uu\xiul v\mmuubmn deteet thy” lenst mllmnnmtox 'y
| process, i ger ‘tain amount of: mu'v«fnm,l.nmml d:smrlm.m'v only wonld

ke vt
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