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ventured on the expression of a hostile conclusion is disinissed witli an
ic Ali! that is not the kind of testimony we are ini searchi of 1 "

NoY, tijis is moraily dishonest iii the Ilighcst degree; but it i5
unfortunately too true, and the resuit is, the sliit csteem in wvhich
the «I Biue B3ook"' philosophy is lield by the world.

The true worslxipper of truthi rises inaturally inito a purer atmospliere.
For our guidane through1 the past, for our Ilope and trust in thje
present and the future, we have illustrions labourers, whio breathe a
clearer ether thian that inhalcd by the great mass of noisy and,
misehievous theorists. The surest test of the truc investigator is the
absence of ail bigoted adherence to theory-the readiness to surrender
an opinion as against ân admitted fact. Ail educatqd men-fo'eigners,
possibly, even in a higher dcgrec thn Englishmen-rverence the
name of' Ncewton, noue more so thani those whio turu withi disgust frcr'i
the panegyrie which, iu its biasphemous bomnbast, is so unworthy ot its
great subjeet. A recent criticism ou hie life and works gives us an
anecdote (new at least .to me), tending stili higher to elevate him
our esteem.

"Lt ivas the noblest of his noble qualities that lie rigidly ad.
sternly bowed down his hypotheses to facts. When Bradley and othars
had observed a certain nutat ion of the earth, whichi they could not
account for, and were thinking it destroyed entirely the Newtonian
system, they were under the greatest difficulty Ihow to break it to Sir
Isftac, and procceded to do so in the softest manner. What iras bis
only ansrer ? ' it iay l'e so ; tiiere is no a)r9uiny/ against facts ançi
experîments.' The experimental and theoretical deflections of the
moon differed only lu the rates of 16 to 13, but this iras enough to
s 'atisfy Newrton that his prineiple did not admit of proof, and to
induce him to iay a-side his speculations; but the more accurate mca-
surement of a degree effected by Picard1, after an iziterval of many
years, supplied the data which macle the moon a truc witness for the
lair of gravitation."

This is un equally beautifiti and cloquent rebuke to the rash confi-
dence of manly of our blind guides.. ever too ready te wrest, mistake, or
ignore facts, that make ag*ainst their darliag hypotheses.

Amongst the most miseheivous tendencies of this, as xveli as of
preceding ages, may be reckoned the extreme fonidness for deducing a
novel hypothiesis, oftentinies directly opposed to some ide spre.ad
opinion-before the facts and phenomena have been thoroughly i4-


