
THE CANADIAN ENTOMOLOOIST.

had aN av:, looked upon inseet tlredation, p)recisely as thev did
other natural phenomena like drotath, storis and flonds, fullv' Con-
vinced by ages of expericoce tlîat nothing e<>uld bie donc to inrvent
them, and, therefore, thcy must bc endured to the end. Entomo-
Jogical literature, however clcmentary and p<>pular, they simjll
would not rcad. This was, gcnerally slpcakinig. the situation al
the tinte when 1 was just hcginning rny entonialogical work amohg
the farmers of Illinois.

Wc m-iii nov. step) a'.c the intervcning 25 x'ears and look t
thc situaýtion as it is to-(tay. It mwill hie an ob)scure sction of thecounltry, indeed, if wherc tlhcrc are serious insct dcprcdations
going on, we at the [)înrtnient of Agriculture do) fot p)rornptl\v
rcceivc a report of it throughi one or the othcr of sce'cral saurccs.
These reports arc reccivcd Lhroîigh lettcrs addressed îIircct to
cithcr the Dl)artment or Bureau, a'ndl arc cotning ectî year with
increasing frcquency, through cxpcerinient st'tions, the îrsandi
last, tltaughi not leasi, through mcmbers of ('ongre,s.

Perhaps nothing bcttcr illustratcs the change(] contdition and
rapid grov.th of agriculture as a science than thc irnm-nsc strides
made b' economi ecntomology as oîlv ver and throughout th(-
broad acres of thc ordinary farmer. At the p)resent lime, instead
of receiving a stercoty'ped rcply to his aplications for relief. whcn
he applies as an individual, or for bis neighbourhood, to the Dec-
partment of Agriculture, either directly, or, as is becoming every
day more frequent, through his representative in ('ongress, lie is
s'cry often surprised whcn, within tv.o or ihree days aftcr the
receipt of bis complaint, there ap)pears in his neighbourhaod it
young mari who, iii most cases, has grown tlI) a farmer's son on
the farni, and, besides thîs, has had a thorough univ'ersity training.

and, perhaps, is further equipped by having been engaged in the
investigation of insects over a wide range of country, including,
perhaps, no bimall nunther of the Ujnited States. Instead oif re-
ceiving a letter which t0 hinm might, perhaps. so far as practical aid
is concernied, have been written in a foreign language, he finds that
his visitor can go about over bis and his neighbours' farms with
him and with a clear understanding of the crolps cultivated tan
point out the work of insects and tell then *in what manner they
might have avoided these injuries and saved their money. He
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