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houses, have amounted to $109,151, a sum nearly equal to that
which they were in strictness bound to raise, and an increase over
and above the assessments of 1858, simdarly imposed, of $20,779.

The special or supplementary assessments of the four lastyears.
ate as follow :—

1856 1857 1858 1859
$93,896. $78,781. $85,372. $§109,151.

The vast utility of the provision of law whereby School Commus-
sioners and dissentient T'rustees are authorized 1o 1aise the yearly
assessient, and under the authority of the Departinent, to levy
special rates for the purpose of paying off debt, appears in the
n{mvu firures. The reason why the amount of 1556 exceeded
that of the next year was, that many tunicipalities awmted the
passing of the new law to make provision for the payment of old
debts. The disposion to maintaum the yearly assessment at a high
rate in order to make liberal provision for the payment of teachers
and other expenses attendant on education, seems 1o continue and
even gain ground, as will be perceived by the progression m the
years 1857, 1858 and 1835Y. - .

The amount of the assessments made for building purposes is
$22,083; in 1858, it was $21,646: it has decreased $2,563. In
the four Jast years the assessments have been as follow :—

1856 1857 1558 1859
21,491, §21,928. $24,616. $22,083.

This species of assessment must necessarily be subject to such
fluctnation. [t is a matler of urgent necessity, which I have
pointed out ir my former Reporls, that a special approprintion
should be made to aild in the building of school-houses. ‘This
wonll have the collateral advantage of obliging claimants 1o a
share in the grant to build on improved plans more favorable to
cducation and the health of master and scholars.

The Journal de IInstruction Publique has published a serses

of articles on the above important subject, with plans and engrav-
ings shewing the progress of improvement in the methods of con-
structing such edifices. The usefulness of that publication cannoy,
however, be very areat, unless the Departement be enabled totake
the lead, and set the example, of u reform so desirable and so
essential. The Catholic School Commissioners of the City of
Mountreal, who have already « spacious school-liouse of their
building, in Caté Street, in which their Commercil Academy 1s
taught, have this year appropriated $6,000 for the erection of
other school-houses.  As, however, that_sum was not raised by
special assessment, but formed a part of their ordinary revenue,
and was so borne on the table, I have not included it in'the State-
ment of monies raised for the purpose of building school-houses.

The statistics of the year, respecting the number of instnutions
and that of pupils attending tl:em, shew remarkable progress. As
in my former Reports, T give a Statement of the contributions, e
msututions, and the number of pupils from 1853. The increase
of 185Y over 1858 in the number of institutions, is 205; that of
1855 over 1857 was only 39. The increase n the number ot
pupils is 11,276 ; in 1858, it was only 8,071

The censvs of children, betweca tive and sixteen years of age,
for the year 1859 is not yet complete. The Returns are in general
o weorreet, as [ have before said, that they require a lengthened
correspondence with the Secretary-Treasurers to render the census
co-ordinate. Aud after all, it is, 1 have reason & fear, very in-
complete. This being a principal cause of ihe delay in publishing
my Report, I have thought fit to omit the table for the present
year.

The following table, shewing the progress of the pupils i the
several branches of instruction, includes, except n the two first,
those scholurs of the superior schools who receive an education
similar to that of the primary schools, as it does likewise the
pupils of the latter. The increase in each brauch, smce 1853,
has been very great.
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* This number, returned by mistake in 1858, was that given in the

Tahle termed the Inspectors’. T have here restored, for the sake of uni.

formity, that of the general recapitulation of the table of all institutions, It iswell known that there is a slight difference between the two

Returng, which has been already explained.

The Visit of His Royal Xighness the Prince of
wales to An-crica.

X.
UPPER CANADA.
(Conlinued from our last.)

The Prince received the silver trowel used on this occasion frem
the hands of the Hon. Johi: Rose, Chiel Commissioner of Public

Works. It bore onone si-e an inscription commemorative of the
event, on the other side was engraved a design of the edifice as 1t
will appear when completed.  On the announcement being made
by the Governor General, that the ceremony was ended, a deafen-
ing cheer arosc from the multitude which occupied the seats of
the amphitheatze m front of the piatform. The architeets, Messrs.
Fuller and Jones, were then presented to His Royal Highness.

The Rideau Canal joins the River Outawa here, dividing the

town into two paits, the Upper Town above, and the Lower below



