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teaehing the ehild te read-that ehe had occupied this length of
time wîih each of her eider clîifdren, and that it was a tireatry andi
disiîcarteaîing labor. 1 found fliat elle commaneed ini the orthodox
Way with A, B, C, wont on witk a b, ah ; b a b, btb ; b a b le,
babe; and se oit through ai the estabiahed gradations of the tinte:
(I arn speaking of 25 years ag"o,> there was no syliabio epellinT at
that finie, no phontie Bystein, rio il onetie Nuz,"ý nu id Reauig
Disentangicd"l; notte of thie inventions of Inter days; for, Mr';.

WiVlliams, Dr. Kay Shuttleworth, the Pitmans, and Varly were
alike unknowii. Thiere was iiothing but niphiabetio teaching wiîlî
ail ils impediments, choking Ilie progress lis fast as progrels was
made.

1 veîatured te as]; file lady 1 hîave reibrred tu whetlier site would
liavL file courage io fossake lie oid path altogotlier, and to tr% a

tie'. uneC. 1 fouuid finit ihoi %vas ready te adujat utîy court-e 1 minp'bî
, s tei, anti 1 deasired lier tu begin wivit sorie ipterestin tt l(

book ini a larg'e type-suci ivi Iarbauld't, Let.sois-noi lhe lyrnis,
at firett, as; bti-5q ton full of figurative latîguage, aud tu rend a lussout
of a fl>%v files tu file chiid uit fle book opeu, antd the chlll
attentiontixeti on it-poiiitiug, tu each word as shio rond fle lson-
tences-thus givmîîg file chid au inierest in file malter of lte les-
soit ; tdiet lu ke a singie fie, ait rnd mil fideiîb8rately, fle
child repeuling each wvord aller lier-tIo repeal thiat line over and
over aé,atu, titi Ihle ehild kuew caci word by its appear-ance; filen
Io add anotlivr line, aund anoilior ; and tu go oçer tle, wlîie logellier,
fer a quatter of ait flour; to resumoe fle lusbuià a few liour& afler;
goïng agrain over lte old giînnud, but achiiug sontie uiet bwtetces,
nui thus Io jaîtx*ced day by day, alltentivci> wtarking flice pro'gre is
she mile.

1 wa- nerc fiet wiî)î flie objection bitîce ho offent raitsed, "l IIow
îvii te cljti loai tu speli ? Il 1 desired that wuiî fle ieading'

exerc.>- iting. nîuuld comtmenotce, anîd flot the wriiîg of ]effets
inerely, or paîrts oif ieîler-, but of words, aud imol worcis wvaîhoti
invanig, but fle naines of olîjects, sueli as pin, cat, nut, &c., nuit
if aecotnipaiit wiîth picturet; ut' île objecte, iio inucit flice bellot. 1
ulso poitiled out how inuci lit(. chlid îvould leurît fruinaloy
even as tu new wvords, whIicli hall in their formation syliabies,
prefixes, or termniatioîîs, %iilar t0 others aiready taughtt--aaiditig
ilat 1 relied oit writing, copying lirst, nuit dictation afîcrwards, lur
teaehiilg, correct Spe g. (%Vespe il wlien we write, %ve ilo flot
spell -Mien we rea. ) 1 iit referred lier lu tiîis exlract from.Edge-
worth's Practical Eduicalion:

As it is usually managed, it la a dreadful task indeed to learn, asnd if
possible a more dreadfut tastoib teaclb, w0 read; witb the belli of corteril,
and coaxlng and gingcerbread, or by din1 of reiterated pain and terrer,
the naines ut the four and twenty lattera of the alphabet aret perbaps, in
the course of soma weeks- firnaly fixed in thie pupit's sucaory. So inuth
tho îvoràc; ail titese naines %ili disturb him, if fie bave coulmon sctase,
and t evcry stop must stop bis progrcss. To begin with fsue vowcels 3
eacia of tbese hav. diff'crcoî souads, and consequently ought te bave
several naines, or did*erent sigils to distinguilh îhem in différent circuni-
stances. In te first lesson of the spcllilug book tbe cbild begins ivith
a-b nakes ah; b-a otalces bu. The inférenîce, if any general inférence
can bse drawn front titis lesson, is, that whcn a cornes before b itlibas oue
sound, and afier b il bas anoîher soond ibut Ibis la coatradicted by and
by, and it appears that a after b bas varlous sounds, as ln bail, in bi, la
baie. The 1-ttter i infire is . asvie call it la-tAie alphabet, but infi- il la
changed ; in pin il is cbanged again;i se "bt the cWid bting ordered te
aflix to the saine sigit a variety of sounds and naines, and not knowing
in irbat circutzosnces ta Ôbcy, and in 'wLat to disregard the coatradic-
tory injunctians imposed upon hlm, hie pronounices soumis at hazard, and
adberea positively to the last ruled case, or uaintaioa an apparently
sulean, or truly philosophie and sceptical silence. 3Must e in feu, and e
la wvhere, and e in her, aud e infear, ail be.calied e alike ? Thse chiid is
pattedl on thc beadl for reading u as it oughit to bc pronoonced la future;
but if, remembcrinag Ibis encouragement, the pupil ubouid venture te pro-
notince su ngun and buithe i saine manner, lia iill inevitably be
ilisgraccsl. Pain and ehame itapresa precepîs opon the -mind the chifl
therefore is inleuI tpon remcnaberiog Ille new sound as us in bina; but
irben lie cones to Wîsy, and burial, and prudence, bis last precedlent wii
iead bim fitaliy astray, anmd ha will again bie cailed a dutce. 0 in the
exclamation Ohs! is happily called by.its alpbasbeticat iaine, but in Iartre
can bardly kuow it again, and in moraine and svoWter il. bas a ibird and
fourth additlonal sound. Thse amphibieus latter y, whlch is cither a
vowct or a consonant, bas oae sound ini oae character, and two sounds
la the other character; as, a consonant, it la pronotsneed as in yeslerdoy;
in 1>-y, it is soundcd as i; in any, and in the termination cf manly ather
words, il is sounded -like e. Must a child kaow ail tbls by intuition, or

must it ha -îvbipped int him? But bie must know a grat deai more
before lie van read the niost coemina words; what lcngtb of trne n-ould
wa allow hlm for learnbmg wben c is sounded lika-ki and wben like s?
and how match longer time -said me adii forIearning ibesi s shall be
£ronounced as as ia sure, or z as in hm ; the soanda cf wie lcb1a letter:zacno y any conjuration obtain from lte nimam itd, lte oaly nax

hY ivbicli lie bas been tauglit tu cati il ? 1mow zatîtitlime shtitl we tslloi
a patient tutor for teaching il docile aultit Nviien g iii te ha soutidel ,oft,
aud whenî liard. Titere are niahîy carefully wordetl ruiles in flic spcllimg

books, specifyinag belote irîtat lettero, anîd lu ilat situatints, g shait Vftry
in sonna, but tîufortuîtately Ilmese rtides tire dilllctilt tb h.' leîsritet by

hecart, anîd sill moure difficette lundersltiiiu. Tiiese litwq, iiowoer
p ositive, mirc ntu futnd te bil of uutiverstsl aplaîicatjion, or ut leutis a chld
las nt always wil or litme t0 aîa.lý tîtean upon the sîîtir of the occasion.
In comirng to the words good gentlcntiiit, gel uitienaiun granitir, lie saauy
be puzzled by fle nie distinctions lie is 10 iittkc in îrouuîîincilion it
cases apparently siuflar ; hbut le lias atot vct Liecoate iîcqîtiiuiitll ivitl tilt

thes puirers of tLai privileged lutter ; bu cotnpauy Nvlli hi l. tatisses iie
chatauter off, a., lu lauglî :fle nex, linie lie niccl, it îierliis;n ile sauie
cornpany, in ftic saute plasce, antd as iictîiiy as possible inii îe satine vir-
cunîstaltîcit, as ini tile wurd Iliottzgh ; bat iten g la lu liecetite a . ileit
letter, lîid iab tiss inacognit 1 andi tflic cliîid %vn-u. t ciiiit tit uiîîr-
donauble error if i L dinied flic ttcugttttu lis fls litte itttit1ttc . Sllti
tiiese are- Aiglit dlti,tiltie6 , aistiîiut*aî retitetiti titîst cuits nies- 11,, hlitt
lîy lencltttg i%(- oinuion îiitie8 ut ecr> ctnsuitist &il u fiîl îhlt, %. c

larepart: a cliil for tnhîtu-ty %% ieut lie brgiîis to Épeli ~r reist. A çouîîstait
as exauycli file sî.ici!'4sg boul:3 is it lettes n-hici eaitnot lbe i.runoic-i

wviîlloul a von-cl before or afîer il ; lor thbs tensson I3 ii cilludit anmd 1.
el; but iiv1% fluc vowel siîotld corne tirst iflit tellne case, oar l:t.,t iniftle
eeciaud, ive tire tnot inifortiiieil ; st,,r asie ne t- l tait f-ile nines of' sonite
lttters tauvt li rsatiiabl-tie wiviuver Io teir soudu chilt -witu il
voisel helure or after liei. Sulue tlî:t titcr aivittg luiral titi

Aauîîial-, t clild waîs lu attetiapt tb rentaI lie wordls, lkec is vniîî ttpphe
pie. lite 's ulit îronouicc tlic lettera tlises

"' Ah c ar c i es es o eau c iipe pe ela e pcti e."*

My netcx trial iras of il difreret cisaracter e :stly 1 liit Iîiffioîu
directeci or supertttîetdeti. A ftiin ta aI Pai isea, Nv-ho, titi\juiis lial
tlie inetil lo lud ho îried witisfle coiviels ltere, wvrote Io> ti
fo.r preclaeL iunstrsuctionas. lie su)piîhedl litisbelf wiîii lussuas it lai-gt-
tyPe, t'u %vords of n-iii werc Vliible :sl EsoVotai yards dlat-,
naîd opelaîtions ive curo ttcoîlc %vîtt Illte lomesî tasc ot'e
tiiose utibie Io rea4l-î;ucees..s attensted lthe expersmoîîls; int a fen-
sseeks they %tcte able tu fond aîîy of the lessiatis siet belte filon,.

Althotlil ini Iflee diys %vu aie iltucît iniuvtttte of flic work I
hiavt qîtoied, lii mamy ropc,; tîtete is nasi ilIti 1.- gond! yeî tu
be dran frot il in otiiers. But îvhat wsas tule restait of Ille expert-
muent orflt lady witl lî&r citu ? Pour ioutlis stffifredt u eaabh'.
îhe chut ltu rend aîsy chapter fi tihe Newv Testament.

The saine course was recoininotideai b)y me tu oliier individuiaN,
and foihoved witll equal succuss. My Ilext experieuce was personai,
anîd took place severai years after. My- eldest chltl ias approacli-
ing seven years of ago, lte lime ullhcià, ini -Tiy opinion, reguhar ini-
struction iii rondin-e slîould commenctce a iie ago at wvhicls lite mind
unfoids rapidly ant requires conîstant 2?e-it..M ces~v
mei confidenace, anid 1 rejecîed ail otiior msstiods 0I leacliitîg, ronding;successive experitnîts coîalirmed sue in lte plan 1 ao0pteci, aiid
proved tîtat a chid may bu ai uglît to reand better, aud with luss
trouble tu ils facher, and îvith Iess harass 10 ilseif by rejecting
Aipsa, tc teacbing alto-relier, and witiîout liavîtag recourse 10
eilîer -lte Syllabic or tise Nlotsic inetlsads.

About tfis lime 1 met widi tise followittg coitlirittl.ia or nay ex-

peimie of -rl oeer na-idil i t, lia ;sd or amues feit cris
espact itteet , tis oe viw hao st fileite in îlîtae rnertu
rlend aste' oalyassociatons o clres exo* fromi tue tesi.

p Ifrs anyth fmilye, foer aiaco mnvour wof ee cat i a, tuI
faiida, b coid ; aitîet eru tttruplitu re dwct r tiîî ay

ordiîfrî ueary Oc atio, beucs, ail le ir ember o f saveitlfe anî y-
old aetd y an Io rendas. If, lis every saîeeu or Jmnth gc,
coîtssin eof a doen orl butw enitdioius.s rfmie, ceh n

cci vanut read, tu acn u tacîualite rle r jas ike ntrer and
ramir i La voiîtry sotateiods or classes, o orSI lao %wenîy

ien s(ticses-h memers, o islac udfotî Ci- af eera!Th halaUin

vaes,>o the frmed clatrica t lsiemngreta mccl îic or îiscc=ra
toeth foramertwor, andks hairepn iuubr an et Io te endao
orggesb,-to les ta% redknd sth uatî y tierkaW or aîh îvi
eape befae îlîe vilhoal edes

il aC Aduits have be c n tau-glit to ren, iii peniientiarie ans

to thia eaner ad males btimrdpeof M.an a onai lon the îdof

lie was bom. By hlmi, indeed, thse metsod with certain modifica-


