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cared not for, though I was then in extremity, I never felt easier; I felt
willing to glorify God in that state of bodily distress, so long as he pleased I
should continue in it. The grave appeared reelly sweet, and I longed to
lodge my weary bones in it: but O that God might be glorified ! this was the
burden of all my cry. O to love and praise God more, to please him forever!
This my soul panted after, and even now pants for while I write, O that God
might be glorified in the whole earth ! Lord, let thy kingdom come! ., .
O the blessedness of living to God! . . . Spent two hours in secret duties,
and was enabled to agonize for immortal souls, though it was early in the
morning and the sun scarcely shone, yet my body was quite wet with sweat,
. « « With what reluctance did I feel myself obliged to consume time in
sleep! I longed to be & flame of fire, continually glowing in the divine ser-
vice, and building up Christ’s kingdom to my latest, my dying moment.”

Is it any marvel that many souls —even the souls of such ignorant
and degraded savages—were given to him? And he never regretted
his devotion and self-sacrificing zeal in this work. Read his thrilling
words as he hung over eternity while in Boston : “I declare now I am
dying, T would not have spent my life otherwise fo~ the whole world.”

4. His humility and spirit of self-denial and cheerful submission fo
deprivations and hardships for the gospel’s sake are touchingly illus-
trated in his life. According to President Edwards’ testimony, he was
s young man of “distinguished talents ;” ‘“had extraordinary knowl-
cdge of men and things ;™ had ‘“rare conversational powers;” *¢ex-
celled in his knowledge of theology, and was truly, for oneso young,
an extraordinary divine, and especially in all matters reluting to experi-
mental religion.” ‘I never knew his equal of his age and standing,
for clear and accurate notions of the nature and ecssence of true relig-
ion.” His ‘““manner in prayer was almost inimitable, such as I have
very rarely known egualed.” He “had a very extensive acquaintance,
and engaged the attention of religious people in a remarkable degree.”
He had also many invitations to settle in his own New England, and an
urgent and oft-repeated cull to ‘* East Hampton—the faivest, pleasant-
est town on Long Island, and one of its largest and wealthiest parishes.”
So that he did not give himself to the missionary work, as is ofien
though unjustly said of other missionaries in these days, because he
could not succeed at home. His talents, gifts, and Christian attain-
ments made him the peer of New England’s most gifted preachers, with
few exceptions.

But he put from him 21l these tempting offers, and all considerations
of a merely personal and temporal nature, and gave his whole self for
life to the work of teaching the poor American Indians the way of sal-
vation. And he had no thought that he was doing anything wonderful,
or that he was degrading himself, or throwing away his talents and life
by =0 doing.  On the contrary, he evidently felt that God had greatly
honored him in ealling him to such a service; and he consecrated his
heart and soul and mind and strength and life to it with as mueh hearti-



