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tlie transformation of Japan. Coni-
inerce has done mucli, und .he
governrnent and people have until
nloi seenied alinost eager to learn the
ways of our Western civilization, iii-
eluidiug education. But tlie nissionary
wvork lias contributed that; best of al
elcînents, the ethico.l and the dornestic.
It lias clîanged especially the wvhole
statils and outlook of Japanese wornan-
hood, and that, includes aISO the out-
look of the future state.

Bat there is another lesson wvhich
thle statistics of Mr. Loomis present.
Thlere lias been evidently some reae-
tion. Thiere lias not been as large a
growth in 1889 as in other recent years.
',Ve ivere prepared for this, for al
sources of information have reveaied
thie fact of political jealousy conect-~
ed witil tho question of the revision
of treýaties. There lias sprung up a
party NvIich is opposed to forcigners
and foreign influence. It emnbraces
iuy of the young and vigorous cie-
mcnts of Japanese society. Thiere lias
in consequence been less readiness to
listen to the gospel, and the religious
mnovneiit generally lias feit the iii-
fluence. Missionaries are conscquentiy
filled with no littie anxiety, though
generally thîey are hoping that the re-
action is only temporary.

It isa fitting opportunity, now that
flie work lias slackened spced, to re-
vicw tlie wlîole situation. \Vhat is
thle religious condition of Japan ho-
day? WVhat rema inirig strength have
thie old faiths? Are hhey liktfly to,
abide, or wvill the future conflict lie
between Christianity and sonie new
fori of belief or unbelief? Really
there are four religions stili conterai-
ing for suprernacy -Sintoismi, Bud-
diiism,Confucianism and Christianity,
ho say notiîing of those new types of
thiouglit wvhich are thie resuit of
confliet or compromise, and wliich
gecierally savor o! general dissent and
nega,.tion.

SIINTOISM.
À. nioinent's consideration of the

éld faithis auid th eir present status is

Xin place here as wo contemuplate the
general situation. It hias been too
colirnon, thougli on slight grounds, to
consider Sintoisrn* as dead and out o!
thie question. But intelligent Jap-
anese, evea somne of those miost
fricndly to Christian progress, look
upon Sintoismn as coustituting a
greater obstacle to, Chiristiauity thaii
Buddlîisin, tliough its influence is less

.conspicuous and obstructive. Sinto-
isin is tie old national religion;, it is a
development o! that nature worship
wlîich lias been so common in the
early experience of niany races.

Sintoismi recogunizes one Supreme
God, who is unknown ho mn, but
fromn whomn ail thîings have sprung.
Frons him eight subordinate divinities
exuanated, of whoi the xnost impor..
tant wer3 isenarne and Isenangi, male,
and feniale, the progenitors of man.-
kind.

Tlîese related dleities, standing on the
raniparts o! lieaven, reached dowvn to
earth. with a long spear and stirred
the depthis of the occan, and as they
withdre'v the spear there dripped frora
its point a peculiar substance froni
which grew the islands of Japan, and
whîiich had in it "the p-rophiecy and
pohency of ail life," animal and vege--
table. It was Huixley's protoplasmn
hurned to, practicai account. Froin
the two deities sprang a beautiful
dauglîter, the goddess o! the suîî, and
she becanie the mother o! the
Mikados.

It is claimed that tiiere lias ne'-cr
been a break in this royal and divine
succession, and tlîat for 2600 years it
can lie clcarly traccd. Many imnpor-
tant resuits hiave sprung fromi this
suni myth. It lias conduced greatly
ho, the loyalty of the Japanese toward
their sovereign. Only in ticee unsuic-
cessful instances have attempts ever
been nmade to dethrone a Mikado,
thougli changes in tue dynasties of
the Shioguns, or temporal rulers, have

* Sorn2 writers use tho simple terni Sintoo,
but Slntoism is eniployed by some native
wvriters.
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