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THE LAST PRAYER.
One afternoon in 13—, s veral caniages were seen gathering
round an clorant monson e the town of P A cleray.

man and syl physieans were asserabled in a darkened cham ‘
bor around the aceomphshed M. L The anxious|
countenanees, the behit tread, ¢he hallsappressed breatbing ol
the attendants, the solenin stllness thet poevaded the whole!
grew, told too plunly ther feastul apprehensions thiat the discas:
CMms. L , would
the sutferer,
of health, by a dissse that had focked up all her sen<us in

LTS A‘

lethargie stuvor, from whoeh the skill of the physicians, and the.
asaiduous cflnt ol sympathising triends eould not arouse her.:

‘I'he loss of such a fricnd under any cirewnstances could not but
be severely felt: but the afihetion would seem greatly inecreased,
were shie 10 puss mto the woild of spints without any communi-
cation w.th those who might still linger bilund,  For scvera
years she had been an ornunent to the chureh, and her friends
carnestly desred to know whether her rehgion proved an un.
fwling suppoit, when passing through the valley of the shadow of

death; and when in the course of his prayer the elergyman. al . £ the b
entreated the Lord that her consciousness and power of speech | spiritual renovation of the heart,

night 1f consistent with Dhivine will, be restored, most carnestly
did every heant joinan the request.

When all the icans which ativetion and professional sagacity
could suggcst, had been tucd m vain, her httle son, who had just
lourned to art.culate a fow words was brought into the room.
With minsled fear and wonder he gazed upon lus mother, and
upen the attcndants watching in silence the ssue of the disease.
¢ Ma.ma, maaaa,” sid the Little prattier, after a few moments
silence. These words ¢fiveted, asif by some mysterious power,
what otiwr anpliunces fwled to accomphsh 5 the motlur vpuned
her eyes and siowly streteling out her hand, beckened for her
sot.—~—Il: was piuced i Ler anns: m a Jow vorce she commend
cd her offsprinz to Gud, und prayed that he might meet her in
heaven.  ‘That was her lust prayer: in a few hours that son was
motherless,

‘Tne scene now changes.
years, and find the son m College.
form of Wiiham L , his wrhanity of manners, and diligence

Ve pass over the interval of twenty

in study, soon won him the csteem of the faculty and students.
Dauring the first vear he held a high rank 1n his class, and gave

baffle d) hunn gki'l, and prove fatal to horror

She had been suddenly arnsted, o the full flow :
" a !N rapid

The noble and commandmg,

man. As they were leaning o the gravestone of Mre, L——o,
the uncle gave Willkun a deseription of her character, und the
cirnamnstanees attending her death, and particularly her dying
prayer that he nught meet her in heaven; *“and now” said he
taking Willuan by the hand, ** wil you meet her in heaven, or
will you die a drunkard?  William buist mto tears, and mink
down upon s mother’s grave overwhelmed with emation.  The

j darkness without was but a faint cmblem of the darknees and

within,  Guilt, remorse, shame, stung him to an intenaty
wish such as he had never before known,  His life passed
review 5 his talents wasted--lus time  misspent—
reputation blasted—hopes emish~d—the hearts of friends bleeding
over s degradation—a mother's lust fond desire unheeded-—her
lust praver unanswered—these  and kindred reflections came

of ung

"erowding upon his thoughts, and death itsclf cccmed preferable (o
Yhis present degradation and  wretchedness,

pichamber and to a slecpless pillow.  The next morning, when the

He retired 1o his

fannly had gathered round the hreakfast table, they found upon 1t
t-mperance pledge, drawn op n the stnictest form, and signed
by Wilham L From that time may be dated not only re.
formation of external character, but it is believed an internal and

He now resolved to resume his studics and prepare for some uee.
“ ful station ; but beforc he could put hie purpasc into operation he
s wus se.zed with a fever which left no hopes of h's recovery. He
ibore Jus protracted illness without a murmnur, and seemed desir.
ous of recovery only that he might counteract in some degree the
evil he hud already done.  On one oecasion, when his father told
Inm the physician had recommended u little wine, he said, * futher,
if you msist upon it, I will take wine, though I should greatly
prefer not to do it. I must dic, and Ict me die without being pol
i lutted by what has well mgh wrought my rum.” His request

"was granted. A few duys after, a long and silent proceasion was
!seen moving to the church yard, prececded by the mortal remaim
;of Wilham LL——. His body slumbers by the side of his sunt.
.ed mother ; but where is the Spirit? We believe that the
rmother’s last praycr was answered, and that her son has gone b

imest her in heaven.~ Chiistian Reporter.

| ANNALS OF TEMPERANCE.

The Apostic of Temperance has taken advantage of th
oprning of the New Yeur to enforce on his disciples the duty of

promse of ennrent useiulpess.  But College life puts a young r : . ]
man’s principies to a seveie test. It is a state of exposure and ;ahering to their profession, by reminding them of their selfm.
trial durmg which no vouth is safe, without devoted piety, a'posed obligation, and repeating his often told arguments and
sceasity which Wiiam L——— did not possess. He formed 1ducencnts to confinn their resolutions.  Lest an_appeal of thr
unfortunate eonncctions with several idle students, the efficts of , churacter should lead to an imputation of laxity of adherance to
winch wore soon appurent in Ins recitations.  He was admomished , th principle among his professed adherants, he invests it w:th the
of his dunger, but scemed as 1f speli-bound by some fasciuution: zath of an invitation to those without the pale of his monl

from which he could not cseape. ‘sovereignty. To these, i the fisst instance, he addresscs by

It hes been justly said that idleness is the parent of many:
vices ; 82 it 1s proved in the present instance.  Idleness led on to;
dissipation ; and after repeated admonitions and (rntless efforts o
reclaim hum, Willain L———, wus expelled from college o’
drenkard ! Small indecd did the probability seem that his
mother’s lust prayer would be answered.

William returned to his home.—The report of his expulsion
from collcge, and the cause of it, blasted the high ra:sed cxpcceta-
tions of his friends, and svunded in their cars Like the knell of all
his prospects and hopes.  Still they endcavoured to throw
around him such influcnce and ussociations as wonld restore his
self respect ; and with all the cloquence of pure affection they
besought hum to abandsn at once and for cver the ntoxicating
buwl. Their carncst entrcatics led him to moderate, in somc
degree, his ¢xcesses, but produced no radical reformation ; and
hig fricnds, wearied with unavailng cfforts, were begmmmng to
conclude that they must mive up hus case as hopeless.

One dark cloudy cvening Williun was sitting a'one in his
chamber mugng upon the great chunge that had within a few
years come over las prospeete, when his uncle entered his room
and proposed a waik., Willium put on his hat and accompunicd
him.  Whether by accaidint or des.yn, they walked in the diree.
tion of the grave yard and so.n found themselves by the grave of
Mrs L——. The white t 1ab stones avound, scareely vismble in
the darkness, read a sdent bui impressive lesson on the frailty of

1

pithy suninary of the rule of his order, its essence and its effecty,
convinced that the recital, while it cannot fail to enlist new
m-mbers, will react upon the consciences of thosc already serving
under the banner he has unfolded, stimulating them to perseve.
rance on their own behalf, and increased exertion in their ender.
vours to extend the sphere of its operations among such as arejd
unimtiated.

¢ This, iy dear friends, is an auspicious day, the first day ¥
the New Year, a day devoted to good works and good beginnings;
and what better begimning could there ba than to devote yoo-
selves from this day, to the practice of Sobricty and virtue:
what better wish could I offcr up, than to wish, that you were
as I am, and that you were all enrolled under the pure banner
Temperance, I do wish from my heart and soul, that
human being would renounce for ever the use of intoxi
drinks, for I can say, without fear of contradiction, that nothif
conduces more to happiness than an entire wbstinence from
The health of the body und the vigour of the mind are imn
by their entire surrender ; and the Temperance principle is
nunt with good both fur time and cternity. Our encmies k
nst at this moment a s.ngle argument to Justify their opposiee
our Causc-~the argnments that had been relied on at first
bee,: refuted a thousand umes, and in the most practical ma?
—hy the improved health, morals, manncr, habits, and comfot
tiic people. We have converts to the Cause every day, and (v




