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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

The Great Exhibition.

The proposed ¢“Exhibition of the Industry of all Nadons,”
which is fo take place this year in the metropolis, i« a grand
conception, worthy of a princely head, But as no human

roject is absolute perfeclion, so there sre obvious defects
1n this magnificent scheme.

There 18 one class of persons and traders, for the exhibi-
tion of whose products there seems no provision at all.
This class, too, is & very large one. It exerts a decided in~
fluence on the national character and social condition of Eng-
jand. It annually absorbs a sum equal at least to both the
whole revenue of the country and the entire value of our
foreign commerce. The amount ot capital embarked in the
business is immense, and the profits enormous.

The persons and plages devoted to it out-pumber, in al-
most every town, every other single class of traders.

it finds durect and abundant employment, at great cost,
to a vast army of functionaries ; and ils indirect advantages,
in the shape of profils, to many others, is beyond all calcnla-
tion,

‘To omit specimens of the products of so vast and formida-
ble a buginess, in & schems for the exhibition of natienal in-

) dustry, is a manifest defect,

The omission may well be regarded asa dircet insult to
the persons concerned. It puts the brand of exclusion upon
them, It marks them as not fit to be present in a grand
assemblage of the wotld’s intellect and genius.  It, isr'short,
is tantamount to ignoring their existence—than which
nothing is more notorious,  The proof of the wide and ac-
tive operation of the business we are thinking of, may be
secn in all the towns and villages of England, every day in
the week, and be learnt at any police-office in the country.

1t is expected that much benefit will arise to the arts and
handicraits from the proposed Exbibition; and why s this
business to be excluded from the benefits of comparison and
competition 7 It is allowed on all bands to have been brought
to great perfection,—it js equally cestain that it; admits of
great improvement, Besides, the exhibition of ils pure pro-
ductse—stripped of these deceitful adjuncts which greatly
serve to disguise its real character—could not fail to exert a
highly beneficial infiuence on the tastes and social habits of

the people ;—and is,not tnat one chief end of the Exhibi-{

tion, and one of the main tendencies of all art and well-
directed science ? | Pal

Were a large s of the Cryatal Palace appropriated to
the more ﬂnishemecimens of ¢ the trade,? it would be
worth while all the working manof Englaad to go specially

to zee them. The effect would be of gieat advantage to|

themselves and their families.
The utility of the experiment would be greatly enhanced

could the whole process of s.anufacture from the first begin-|

ning, through the saveral stages, to the last result, be mi-
nutely and faithfully described.

A row of figures (live specimens, if possible,} might be
had to explain how the fine bright eye—~the pearly hue of
heelth and strengtb-~had passed away; how the natursl
flaids had »il been graduaily sucked in from the sutface, to
re-appear in little red carbuncles, with an espacial cluster
about the ncse.

A 80t of jolly, bloated fellows, with {eering look,—to inti-
mate the wntellectual character of the concern.

Some good effigies, exhibiting the gradual progress from
;bining broadeloth to < seedy > and ¢ ragged,” would not

e BMiss. '

A few felone, bandcaffed, and in the pieba'd prison dress|

—some convicts from New Santh Wales—a gentleman of
the road, with ghott cropped hsir, exhibiting his indastry on
u;}e « Tread BMill,’" would be likely to have & good moral
eflect. :
Some cbaice specimens from the back alleys whera the
business iy carried on very actively —women with caps dirty

and torn—~men with hats broken in, blackened eyes, shoit
pipes in their mouths, holding dogs by # siring,—would form
a very interesting groupe Perhaps 2 few lunatics and pau- |
pors, made so hy the business in guestion, inight be advanv *
tageously added. It might not be amiss to have also some
specimens of broken-hearted parents ; and children plunged »
in vige, crime, and irretrievable ruin, from the same cause, |
This would form a truly moving spectacle. o

A modej of & drunkard’s babitation—windows stuffed with ;
raga—bare walls within—bricks for chairs—an old shutter %
on & barral for a table—an alwost fireless grate, with a pale, !
emaciated woman and three hungvy, ragged children grouped |
round it—in one cornet a heap of straw, with the heavy |
figure of & man stretched upon it—mny be suggested. ;

No difficulty can be.experienced in obtaining such models, ‘j
as the onginals may be fonad in thousands among the greaf !
towns- of Christisa England. A contrasted gronp of fu [i
pavuch-osljied, weil-dressed publicans and brewers on ong |'
side ; their cadaverous, down-looking, ill-clad customers oo
the ather—shewing at one view the differeace between the "
producers and thair finished produets. b

A full-length stalue (at his own expense) of the philan-*
thropic brewer of Spitaifietds, who profits by the demorakize. |
tion of his.countrymen, and is much concemed for negroes,(
Hottentots, and-beathens.. A sinilar representative of thal!
s eminem” distiller who. makes children ragged, and thep !
benevolentiy builds them Ragged Schools; doing for some :
of them in an infinitesimal degree what theix parvents, by
reason of their s industry * in_ his behalfy have not tha)
means of doing.  Such an ¢« eminent * specimen of his clay |
is eminently deserving of a conspicuous place in the Exhibi- !
tion—to attract the admiration of Eungland and foreign na-
tions. e e :
A decided attraction would be some of the big brewers
from Barclay and Perkins® who drubbed General Haynau,
We witl answer for 1t that there will be present some staunch- |
hearted teetoialers who mean to drub the brewers.

' Looxer ON

Conference of Temperance Reformers in Leieéster,
YWe observo from the British Temperance Advocate, for March,
that, on the 11th of February,a Conference wae held in the New ]
Hall, Lercestor, England, respocting a demonstration of testotalens
in London during the Grest Exhibition.. Nearly fifty represents.
tives, from various parts, wers present, and lellors wore read from

more who could not be presont, bt all spproving of the objeet:

Mr. 1. Duxsay, Seeretary of the National Tempgrance Society,
and Mr. Newcombe of Leicestor, wore appuinted Sceretarice of
.the Conference.

The Chairman said, tha first question to be considered was,
whethor any demonatration should be hald at all. He had fittls
faith in moro show, and thought it better to devise some meansof
bringing the arguments of the toctotaiers to bear upon the metro. |
pohs. Mesns might bs adupted by which the loading men inths
country could attend mestings in ell parts of London. Novelly:
and interost would e gven to the varivus gathorings, and rore
bo dono to give an impatus to the couse. .

Mr. D. Burns thuught demonstrations wesg of great servico in
calling public attention to the question, and mpreasing the public:
with an idea of activity. i

Mr. Cunhifie suggested e suecession of gatherirgs in July,:
Augnst, und Septembor. Thore would be more variefy, and 2!
sonstant series of agitation, koopig the guestisn before the pub. .
Jic mind. !
Mr. Swindlchurst, of Preston, asid, if he want to London, bs’
would go to do good. Ho recommended them to hold mostings
1o all pang of Lendon, conducted by all classgs of persons.

Mr. R. Horna said it was sumethung for the tectolaless to goto
ZLondon, woro it only 10 ses one aputher. A powerlul demonstna-
tion was nocded to impress some swho cannot and will not argue,
and who wero more likely to havo thoir atiention aroused by such
modns,
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