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The trutb which we undertakie to proclaim is the savor of life unto,
life or of death unto death. "eWe are set for the fali and rising again,
of many ii, Israel." Bright is the prospect of those wbo are wise iii
winning souls, who are to shine as the brightness of the firmament.
Amnong the distinguished ranks above, they shall shine preëmiinent;
amung the seats of bliss, they shall occupy the nearest to the throne.
They shall have the bliss of being benef'actors in the highest sense,
the bliss of benevolence fully gratified, the bliss of love most raptu-
rously returred. But the prospect of preacbing truth as a savor of
death, is truly awful ; of hardening me~n, leaving them. more inexcu-
sable, preparing them, for deeper damnation. We can understand
bow one of the fathers of our Church iras often led almost to pray
for hisremoval from. his congregation lest hie might be the means of
adding to the misery of any of them. in the undying flames. When
ire consider the possible effeets of our faithfulness in holding forth
the word of life, we mnay well say, ",Who is sufficient for these things V'

But our assuming- the work of the ministry bas P, Most important
relation to our own interests as ire11 as of others. in the discharge
of duty we seek to. save them. But our duty has to do with our own
salvation likeirise. WVe tell our people that certain tbings accompany
salvation; that faith unaccompanied by works is dead. If they live
i the violation of the divine lair, the neglect of «known duty, there
is no hope for tbem. Noir if~ the disregard of Christian duty by the
people endanger them, so mnust the disregard of ministerial duty
endanger us. If we sce a minister ignorant of bis duty., not seeking
to know it, neglecting it irben known, and habitùally doing so, ire
mnust say to him as b -'Our people, the habituai n eglect of known duty,
i. e. the practice of known sin, is rebellion against Christ; he that'ià
guilty in one point is guilty in ail. Christ can neyer receive suclitù
bis family and'to bis home.

The work in irbicli we are engaged is laborious, dificult, and painful.
We must labor to understand, the trutli, and avoid error; to feed the
fiock, anid kèep nothing back; to study character, and present the
truth in g suitable sha' e. We must contend against the powers of
dàrkness. We must submit to have our cherished hopes often dashed.
Me nlay be hated, nay continually -hated, if faitbful ; for there is an
undying enmity between light and darkness. We may be the butts«Of
mahignity, and that at the band of our own pretended, supporters,
for there are many Judases. 'If we be like other faithful ministers
ire shah often bleed in secret., and present ourselves before God with
stronig crying -and. tears.

«We areto expeet sucli things, but not to be dis'couraged. 1I"t bas
been said, Strong affections are strong afflictions. It'may be said.
.iti *greater truth, strong affections are strong e4joymxçnts,. ýWe may
secf pur -children wAlking -in the truth. Eyen if wel do ngt,, we. fl4
still rejqýcc i n God. lIe b.as sent us a warfare, n.t qp i irncag
ThIe work of 'the Ministry is of divine instt non .Wç age on
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