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LORD 1ROSEBERY'S NAPOLEON.*

LORD > UOSEI;IEY.

Victoria- Napolcon. NVhiat greater
contrast coadd there be thanl the nîein-
ories wlikli these naines suggst-the
one sinking like the sun to rest after a
long aîd splendid day; the other expiring
likie a baIe, fire in a dark and storxny
nigl,-it. Tiie one name is for cverînore a
nieînory of goodness and of grace; the
otiier a mnie

" At which the world ncple
To point a moral or adorni a tale."e

The one lived to do her people good -.nd
devotecd a long life to, their service ; the
other was an incarnation of selfishiness
and rapine and wrong. The one, the
daugliter of a hundrcd kings, counted it
lier chief joy te lay lier regal spiendours
by and live in rural siniplicity in lier
Hlighiland home; the other, sprung fri
obscure Corsican birth, beicax the arcli-
despot of Europe, "4waded tlîrough slaugh-
ter to a throne, and shut the gaf*te:Îof
iîercy on maznkind."

*"lNapolcon:- The Last Plhase." By
Lord Rosebery. New York zind Londlon:-
R'arper & Brotliers. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 28.3. Price, $.3.00.

Napoleoii's niotiier n'as at ene tiîne in
a dlesperate pliglit and lîad not a farthing
to live upon. He humuseif was, on the
verge of suicide, but a friend lent lîin
money anid saved hini for lus renirkable
destiny. Ris. faniily, whoni lie raised te,
thrones, tliougli boni and reared in
poverty, assuined a divine riglit witlî
easy grace. "No Bourbons or Haps-

ug., were se eînbued witlî the royal
prerogatives as these princes of an hour.'

The study of the last. phase iii the life
of this strange portent te înankind,
especially hy one of the lending stttes-
men of Europe, a man wlîo lias been once
Prime Minister of Britain, and nuay be
Prime Minister again, is of singtilar mui-
portance. Lord Rosebery lias made a
tlîorough study of the copious literaturc
on the subject. Curiously enoughl, lie
notes that one of the nuost important
documents, O'Meara's inaiuscript Jour-
naul, still renaixis ini California unpub-
lislked.

We think Lord B osebery is needlessly
.apolog-etic for the part plr.yed by Britaini
in tic exile of Napoleoui. "If St. Helena
rt!calîs painful meuneories te the Frenicl,"


