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.JAPAN AFFAIRS.

The stenographie report. of the " Pro-
ceedings re Japaii Atbtîrs '' at the aîînniiil
iîîeetiii, of tlie G;eneral Board of Aisst nis
of tlUe Methedist Chiurclh lîeld in Mon-
treai, October à*rd te llt.hi 1895. anîd
i)ui)islied by authority of tUie Board, is a
bulky dcuniey- of twe hiundred large
folio pages nView of the in% oivud
natud of the Japan difficulty tiis e::-
baustive report 13 of great importance to
every supplorteîr of the Missionaî'y ',So-
ciety. 13y reading the documîenît they
can bc, as it, were, pre.',ent at tlie meceting,
hiear ail that was said, anîd be possessed
of ail the reasons for the action that was
taken. Wc hiope that titis wîiii be an
end to ail controversy on this subject.
The Board virtually called upon ail pur-
sons taggrieved or othcrwise affi.cted to
then speak or forever after licd tlieir
peace.

TiUis report contains reading-matter
sufficient to fli 600 pages of this miagavine.
We hiave feit it our duty te study it f tiily,
and we canuot refrain frot thie expres-
sion of the profouîid conviction that no0
other decision thian that arrived at by Mie
Missionary Board wvas possible. W e are
aise conviiieed that the adnni sýtr.ttien of
the M1iss.oi)ary Departinctt includin! its
Secretitry, Exe,.utive and Boeard, lias been
wise, kitid and coîîsiderate througlbut.

Our Japan wcrk, the eztrl.es.,t of our
foreign missions, bias Ucen mîost miccess-
fui, and lias centributed net a littie te
the inaking of taNe.Japan whiich lias
astonisliîcd tue world. The difierences
whiAii have arisen in Japan iii the pro-
sence of the organized paganisin of the
great Empire oug-,-ht never te have oc-
curred .and by the exercise of more tact
ztnd skili aîîd patience, and subordination
to the Misbiu.itry Board, whiclî is the
controlling voice cf the Churcli in tiiese
matters, would o ever have uccirred.

TUe 1etlhodibt Chiurcli canno be to
thankfui. te the iargc-în-iiîded anid able
mct-iiburs cf that B3oard, botU iaty and
clet icat, who, yearzafteryear, liave devoted
se large ain aiounit cf tinte a tid uîap id
labo ir te the admninistrationt cf its aflftirs.
If any centributurs te its futids have atiy
doubt Wbatuver on tiîis subject wu eaîn-
estly exhort thetin tte procure titis Repa-rt
and examine the documenits befote tUie
Board, the discussion which toiak plac,-
uprin thiiem, ani tic ivise con iîtsiomîs
reacb)ed. Let the de.îd p.îst bury> its
drad. Let the Clîurcli ixiove faîrward
with 4 united front. with a consecratcd
zeai for a new crus-ide for the glory of
God and saivation cf seuls.

TuE COVENANTSEV .

This excecdingiy soicîîîn and imtpressive
Service lias beeti heid in neaiiy ail our
ehîurclc.s cui tUie first Sund.-y cf the Newv
Ycar. Imipressive tllou,ý,l it be, it miiglit
be îmade, %ve titink, stîli molre so if it were
bt omîglît muire in iîarîîiony with cur jcyous
lVletlîodist tleoiogy. This fermi of cove-
liant was Il titteli by tlîe etîtiintt Jeseph)1
Ahieinie, tlîe autîter cf II Att A lai mi to the
Uticori vertedl," an oid ituritan divine, who
died iii 1668 Jt brea ites ratiier Uie
riuid P ritaa-ism1 of titat austere agec thita
the miore congeniai anîd sutîny rlg
fa eliîtgf whvliI shculd pervade, and -geiy
dees pervade, our religious ineetings. It
wvas adcpted 1)y Mr. Wesley thirty-sevenl
years before lus dea bi, wlien lie liîd not
yet shakuen off' the s mewhiat ziscetic cast
cf inid cf lus earlier years It i s sunny
cld age lus lhabit of t1iouglt anîd speech
grea ny îîîciiwed and siveetened.

lThe fortîi ,till in use strikes us as more
a e j% citaxt cf wvcrks tian oie cf grace.
It is mote likeo tia indenture cf a bt-and-
servant tlian the g1budsoine t'arriage (ove-
îi.trnt cf tiie beul w tith tie huma ettly Bride-
groomt. lie austere li.glisis cf tiîis
cevenanit wali lie iotiçaed iii 4 few phrases.

II lichl wilt thou lii.vu, cîtluer thc crcwîî
or the curse ? If thot c liceises, elic creiva,
reiiietnber titat the d Iy tlîau la]kLst tlîis,
tliot înust lie conttent tu >ubinit te the
cross asîd yaakc, tli,» service and tue suifer-
ings cf Christ wliel are iii..u>d te it.
Whlat ,iayest, thon 1 Hadst thîau rather
take the g Uins aîîd pleasure cf sin. and
veitître on tuiecurse? Or wilt thu yield.
thyseif te Çiirast, and sei inak-e sure cf tue
crown ?

It cîîhîie.in Puritan-wise, tue
sterît dtieis cf service anal not the Ifad
obt-dience of ttd,,,ted chltiîcî and hîcirs
cf grace an 1 -î4crý. ' setivanîts, as they
înust do their mia ter's work, s0 tiîey
înust dL> that work whlîih thucir Master
appoint.i tht t." aaLet îny dweiiing be
in the dust, îîty portieon in the îvihder tess,
nmy naine and lot ainengait tue ltcwers cf
WivOod anîd drawcrs cf iva er. anmong the
do)or-keulîrs9 aof Thy bouse ;aiiywhiere,
wlia rc 1 inay bu sur% ic able."

Titis is ail truc. Lut it is neot the whole
truth. antd we tiik tlic cînphasis is
wretigiy placed. We (Io net tlîink that
sucli a covenant expresses " tue es-
sence cf C!ristianiity" as it ciaims te do.
ILeae is lie fu'filliîg of the bîw "

love thu L rd etîr God %% itlî ail our iîeart,
and min 1, antd seul anîd si rengtiî, anud our
ncigitbaur as oiitrselves' On tl e fir.st
Sunday cf tue year we steuld tmîine to
the lieuse cf God, not so inuclu ii tue
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