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and the Lord hus said Ilby their fruit
ye shall know Lihein."

Look Mien on this victure and un that
On the on'n side is an' army with 600 re
giments, boasting illustrious meinories
uni invincible general, good officers
soldiers froni the first races of earth, an(
a comuplete equipaient. What a brav4
arnmy 1And it knows it you can heai
talk of its ancestors, of iLs glorious blu(
fla- of iLs preserit strength, and o? th(
Ioud ceuh now mude upon iL to show th(
mneule of its pastors. On the other sidc
is a picture of what iL lias done durimi
the palL year. To this latter picture I
would cal[ attention in three or four
articles; not that the canvass is so large,
but that the RECORD is stnali.

CH,%PTi.R I. Concerning the Poor.
Those who joined the ohurch at first
had ail things common. They sohd
their possessions and goods and part-
ed tbem to ail as every inan had
need. Neithor was thero any among
them that lacked. Distribution was made
by the cbiureh unto every man aecording
as he had need. When the disciples of'
Antiochi heard that there was goiug to be
a grent oicarth, througbout ail the world,
they sont reliof-every man aecordingo to
bis (real) ability, untu thte brethrcu
which dwelt ini Judea. Wben the cbureh)
was nearly split into tro by one of Paul's
innovations, the General Assernhly at
Jerusalein after mucli debate agrced to
,overlook the heresy, but they would not
,overlook the cause of the poor; deciding
.only, testifies Paul, that we should re-
anenber the poor, the sanie, ho adds,
-whioh I also wus forward to do. Yes,
indeed; no one who rends your letters to
the Bomnans and Corinthians, and the
biistory you have given us by Luke wil
*douht that. Whule the poor were thus
cared for, the bereuvcd were mnade a
special charge, widows' were susta'ined
at the expenýe of the church, and out ol
,the body a certain number were enrolled
-either to net as deaconnesses, or te be
made a permanent charge on the funds,
.and to enjoy certain privileges by reason
tf their long previous services.

..How is it now ? look at the statistios

s of the church. 1 shall not quote cases.
Some congregations 9- have no poor'"

*'Fhey have got quite beyond the prophe-
-cy of' Jesus who said, the poor ye shall
nlways have with you, the poor shahl
neyer cease out of the land. Other con-

1 gregations, with hua irods of members,
rigve as niuch as would sustain a widow

r md bier tbrec or four orphans. Persons
ia good circumstances once sat in the

-pows. Liard tinies came, or the bread-
winner was takeu away. For a Lime, the
fumîly strugglcd to keop up their coanc,-
tien with the church. iPerhaps the ses-

*sien hielped once or twice to puy the
*quarter's rent, but the help was not given
very freely nor very tenderly ; and s0,
nfter a littie, widows and orphans fell
away to sw'ohl the numbor of -the lapsed,"
and gladly the pow ivas lot to some others
to be kept by thomn as long as they hnp-
Pen to ho in good circumstanoes. Fancy
any one now selling- his possessions and
g-oods that the church might give te
thoso that lack! ie would be considered
a lunutic. How many congrogations
have built little cottages te bouse tlieir
tgdecayed" inembers! llow many of the
rieh givo a thousand dollars a year for
the support of poor widows and orphnns!1
No, for is iL not botter that a christian
,,bould spend the money on a carniage, or
otherwise on self pleading perhiaps that
it is aIl donc to encourage carringc-build-
in-. "'Given to liospitality," Ilbe not
forgetful to entertain strangers," thus
aposties speak. Il l rtertaining " o? course
means not a share of your ordinary fare,
and a room in your magnificent manslon
but ýtdinner that fatigues host and guest.

holi church eleots elders and dencons,
and iL givos theni from. fifty to five huii-
dred dollars (very soldorn so much) to
spend on the poor of the flock. As fur
as the poor are concerned, that's what
church-niembership means.

CHUROE1MAN'.

YE ARE MY WITNESSES.
(Front Chrietizn Worker, Ausnwta, U. S.)

Where amn I in the si-lit of God ?
What I arn doing ? Is xny life as it
should be where I arn living ? Now,
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