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qnEGINNING with our own Church, wc
Q,.note with gratitude to God titat more

work bas been done than in any previous
year. Contributions to missions at home and
abroad, and to congregational and educational
objects have shewn a most encouraging ad-
vance. But there is no standing stili; WCe
must rnove onward, for Providence is con-
stantly opening new doors of usefulness and
bidding us enter. Especially striking has
been the rapid multiplication of mission
stations and congregations in the North-West.
While much has been accomplished, it is evi-
dent that the wvork for 1883 will be very rnuch
greater. God grant us the courage and self-
denial to do our due share of it 1

Our sister Churches in the United States
have devoted not a ïittle time and much
anxious thought to the subject of renewingý
fraternal relations. The bloody chasmn made
by thc war has flot yet closed. Criurches
Ahould flot be divided by civil conflicts, but
1 hey are very apt to be so tomn asunder; and
the rupture between North and South was
înost bitter. At the last Assemblies resolu-
tions were passed favouring the renewal of
fraternal relations, and altbottgh somte of the
leading Presbyteries stili stand aloof, our hope
and belief is that the spirit of brotherly unit>'
is in the ascendant, and will prevail.

The Souther» Church bas bestowed much
pains upon a new Book of Order. The

Northern Churc 1 has rcorganized its Synols.
rnaking thern the unit of representation in the
General Assembly. The addition to the menm-
bership of the Ch-urches bas been sufflicient to
show hCalthy progress, wvhile the sumrs raised
for missions are largcly in excess of prcvious
years. The so-calicci " Hig(hler Criticism" has
caused a good deal of cxciting controversy in
the American Church, enough sympathy wvith
the views of RobGrtson Smith being shewn, to
create alarmn and to lead the Assembly to
pass a series of monitory resolutions bearing
on the sbject. The United Presbyterians
of America bave been unfortunately devidcd
and perplexed over the question of hymns and
musical instruments in public praise.

The Churches on the other side of the At-
lantic have been prosecuting their work wvith
more than their wonted vigour. Home Mis-
sions in Scotland are pushed with such
earnestness as to deserve the riame of a neiv
reformation. The liberality of the people docs
it ail. It is not so long ago when deputations
had to wait on the Government, entreating
help in this direction ; but the Governiment
could or would do nothing. Now the Churches
to which the bulk of the people belong add
every year to the number of their stations and
congregations. Large cities need ail that can
be done for thcmn in this direction. Eachi of
these Churches bas within the year, in a prac-
tical and substantial way, shewn good will
toward our own Church. The Presbyterian
Church of Ireland also, continues its kindness
in word and deed. That noble body bas fel t
in some measure the evils resulting from agi-
tation carried on by means the most wicked
and atrocious ; yet the iiishi Presbytcrians
show no retrogression. Their foreign missions
are as large and well sustained as ever ; and
their gifts in aid of Colonial work are not di-


