Dialogue of ihe Novices. 8!
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so that haviag tated of the sweetness Whence our lovingz Master said to his
of the spirit, the flesh and the world chosen disciples: * You are they who
scein wholly vile.  Wlhenee the Lord have continued with nic fn my tempta-
saith to those that perfectly renouree tions: and I dispese o you. as my Fa-
this world : = very one that hath left ther hath disposed to me, o kingdoia;
house, or biethren, or sisters, or father. that you may eat wnd drink at my tobic
or mother, or wife, or children, orlands, in my kingdom.” {5i Maut. xai. 28,5
for my namc’s seke, shall receive an Tue Novicn. 1. What thou hast
hundrea-fold . and shall possess life said picaseth me s for © am comforied
cverlasting.”™ ( St. Matth. xix. 29.) “in these words, I am comiured in the

3. But because that many seck afier Lord, and in the hope of eternal dife,
vain consolations, and turn away to ex- for which I labour, and breathe new
ternal objects, thereiore do they not feel [joy fully.  +- For T reckon, that the suf-
the grace of devotion, nor deserve to ferings of thistime are not worthy to
reccive  the  heavenly illumination. be compared with the glory to come,
Wherefore, the most sure way of pleas-; that shall be revealed in us.” (Ad.
ing Gop,—and what is meritorious of Rom. viii. 18.) And verily to those
greater grace and glorv,—is to fly :that faithfully serve Gon, it shall be
the worid, toleave vour friends, to des—é well with them now, and they shall re-
pise temporal things, to assume astrieter * ceive still greater things in the time to
life, to renounce your own will, to live .come. For “we know that to them

in obedience, 10 be continually employ- i that love Gow, all things work together
. J -
¢d.to macerate the flesh by watehing | ynto good,” (Id. v. 28.]—doth

T |
and f{asting, to apply carnestly to read- ! 1o come.
ing and prayver, to strive daily against
temptationsand vices, to loathe the pre-

things

2. Wherefore, 1 beseech thy clemen-
¢y, that you may cenfirm my wavering
‘ ~ ~
sent, to long after the eternal, to see ' yind by thy Loly words, and if thou

continually the grace of Gob, to keep | knowest of any good examples, propose
carefully when found, to think mean!s | them for mine i;nilation.
of thyselfl to lend a willing cerv
others, 10 wish to please Gop

For jhough I
1ce 10| have heard many and illustrious exam-

alone, tO!plos of men of old, yvet I would hear

endeavour to converse among vour bre- ' also good t])ings of those of our own

thren without auarrels, and firmly to ' days; nevertheless, unfold to me the
care ) 1. n . N . . .
persevere in the holy purpose You have ; causes that retard my spiritual profici-
sct before you, with a great desire of ' oney. that so 1 may beware of the frauds
e . booo *

.;d\ ancing m'on :n-]d more. Th.csg be- ! of the enemy, aud may be able to fol-
ong to the true disciple of Christ, and | Jow the paths of the just with foot that
these lead the servant of Gop, without | offendeth not.

doubt, to the heavenly kingdom.



