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THE THIEATRE.

ments about the stagye-oune, that it is in
itseli uxet oilly laruîîhess,' but capable of
the higliest mioral use; the other, that iii
praucticeé it is the gate cf luolI. Andl many
ant ojîdeavor lias beecillimade to redleoun it
froeux its bleuxislics, anld to realize its hligh
ideal. Disgustod ivitlu the coairse pahlulîii
SilppliO( l»bythe stagçe iii their dlay, Goaetho

Sxi chilier inaelô a strenuous effort te
riuise it intellectually, by hriixgiig foriward
phiys tlhat wore te becenie standards and
modtels cf (lramatic literature; the resuit
wras a inliserable faillire.

Henîry Irving, like nxiaixy others, lias
roîxewed the atteuupt, iinspired by a liigh
conceptionl of the possibihity uf noble ser-
vice thiruuglu dr-auatic art; but liow litthe
suchi mon have sîiccoedcd iii Clevatixg the
moralI tone oif the stage is paixxfully ap-
parenit froxu tîxo recent confessions cf
-actors like Mrs. Kenidal, at the Social
Science Congress, or of dIramatie vriters
and nianagrers like tixuse ivrio have been
recontly giving( thxoir experiecc iu The
FPoxtI iJhtIy .lerien' «»d the P'aU MAflt

m7e kiiuw as a fact, that nxlany hlave
abaniduned tîxe stage aîs an inucompaxtible
einîîhloyunoint, iwlien thîey have beconxo
earnest Christiuuns; tliat somne whiu have
roiuaiiied on it have steriily refused tc, lot
their clxildren followî tîxoir exaniple; anud
tliat even humble porfui'mei's of illsignii-
ficaxît parts hiave tuld those îhie ]lavo
souglit their Ohîristiuii good that thîey couhd
lnot continue tu rcad their Bibles because
Chiristianity aund tue stage ceuld net ho
combiued. Critics niay dei as they please
witlh the tîxeeretical questionu, 'but iean-
wluile tlie pr'actical ixuust carry tîxo day.
Botweeîî the actual stage.aiid tîxe spirit cf
-Christ tîxere is nu felcwsliip.-&el.

THE DYING MIISTER.
Buîrdenied, witx ithe wveiglît of years and

lal)ers, tîxe old proachuer lay upoii lus couicli,
waiting tîxe suinions cf the iessonger to
.call hiîuî across tlue river. Around hixu
Nv'ere gathuered luis childroii auid bretlirein,
iîiinistering, as far as tlîey could, te lus
-every want. lHe ]ay sulent for a tinie,
wheiî eue of the watchuors said, " He is
geîîug- seexu. ' Teirs were floiving freely
freuxmxaiy eycs. 1e rouised a little, iuur-
munring soniethiing that ulle could un-
.derstand. " His mnud ivamders in thie last

hioux-," said one. ', He seonîis tu revive a
littie." ''Ris uyha,"h si. i
it ti;uiefor the sermnon ? The ligrhts arc
bUriiT'' and the Soli" seenîis tg) have died
away.1 0 A1 voices were hutshied as lie con-
tmuiied:

1 .ehl, iny3 text js frolîn Josus 'lix
my Father's bouse are înany miisiwns'
blesseid words of promise. You peor,
lowly mnes whio diwell iii cabiiis, remenuber
i is a mlansien awvaits yen ; anti you 1)1)1)
wvaitig eies, remoxuber there are mîany of
theui. I proiinised îuy childiren to coe
home, but thxat imaxsioni is nîy houle. D'u
te weary to pireach lowg to-niight, breth-
rel."

" What is that I hear? The music
sheuuld îlot begiiî bofore tue sermn is,1 over
---ztrancre vces, too--n,»tsrne
tis the wife cf ny early youth leadliiixg the

chor -- ysand mnother, too. I canft

opeiied lus eyes. li themi w-as au far -away
look, but whlat hie saw none of the watch-
ers couild tell. I~ii"hsbu oem
lie saîid "Lot us pronouuce flho bone-
diction. M1.ay grace, meroicy and peace
abide -. " nuitliil uru,
aîxd the butshi of silence cme. to ho breken

by te silîiu au4sebbugof ~ace
'rie old preachier hiad J)reaclied his last
sermuon. -- Chu rist ic m. .4diroc«te.

ALONE WITH GOD.

lu overy instance the mian who prevails
in prayor is the mai who is alunie as lie
prays with God. Abrahami laves Sarali
beinid M~ien lie pleads wvith hin for
Sodoiin: and if lie fails it is because lie
ceabes te ask lefore Gcd ceases te grant.
Moses is by imiself beside the bushi ii the
iwiderness. Joslîua is alunle lyhenl christ
cenies te Iinii an armed mutin. Gideoni and
Jeplthali are by themselves *when coin-
inissionied to savo Israel. Once dues
Elijali ruise a. cliild froin thie dead, and
Elishla doos the saine, and iii each case
flot even the niothers ceine in while the
propluet, alone witu God, asks and receives.

.Althiougbyl othiers are proseont, Saul jour-
neying te Damascus is alune with. Christ
after liglit breaks upen inii. Cornelius
is praying by Iimiiself whien the angel
flashues upon his..solitude, nor is anly one
withi Peter upuil the housetop wlien lie is
prepared te go te the Gentiles for the
first tUnie. Que John is alune in the
wilderness, anotiier Jolxu is alune iii


