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onand jant. As we find it in Hesen : “He
wept and made supplication.” This man,
strong in body, and in sinow, and in brain,
‘and nerve—this strong man has come to an
end of his tricks and of his cunning, Tt has
been the verv erplanation of his life ever
since-he was brn,

Have wecome to that ? That crisis wears
with you and wme to the sam» poiat to which
it wore with Jucob. Some of us fur lwng
years have just been like Jic'b, a8 I have
Qescribed—neither ‘04t nor won, neither al-
together geod nor  altngether bad, and yet
undoubtedly on the who'e the smile « f God
scemns to have been over u¢, and the blessing
of God has o tended us and all that we have
done. But He comes to us to-day, end He
comes into grips with us,and He tells us
clamly, and p ainly, and firmly, that we can-
not o oue step tarther into the promised
land as we are—no farthr road or progress
in this dircction  Yod breaks out upon us,
not in judgemnent, but in mercy, but His
mercy to-day has a prip in it that we might
feel in every fibre of our sou] within us.
«Child of Mine,” He says kindly yet firmly,
as He grips us by the strong muscle an
nerve which hus been our stay, “Child «f
Mine, this has to come to an-end bers and
now. No mere trusting to yourself, no more
doing of thinus by your own ekill and your
own energy ; no more meeting wordly craft
with craft, ’cuteness with ‘cuteness, and
dodge with dod%re s but from to.day and
forward, Jacob, I am ¢ ming tountwist you,
and it is a hard business—to take the knots
out of yon and to make you as plain, and
open, and guileless, and sincere as yoa ought
to be.Y Juet think of it. He took Jacob
the ve eran, Jazob withall his clavern-cs,
Jacob with all his crafs, to make Jacob as
plain and open as the book leaf. That is
what G d’s grace had to do with him. Thnat
is what (od’s grace has to do with some of
us, and for twenty years, it may be, it has
striven in vain. Ithas tobe done. When,
when, in God’s name, is the untwisting to
come, my brother ? He is asking us to-day
as he asked Jacob, “What is thy name 2
For when God aske, “what is thy pame 2”
He means, *“What is it that Jies behind the
name, that is really thee ?’ And Jacob had
grace and honesty at last'to cw. up and say.
©‘Oh, unknown wrestler ! my vame i3 Trick
and Quirk and Cunning. My name is Jacob.
My name is Craft, my name is Cuonoiug.”
He awned up &t last :_ “I am of the earth
earthy. My name is Jacob—Supplanter.”

My brother, what is your name ? After
bearing a Christian profession ; after, it moy
be, being ar office-bearer in God’s _house for
twenty or forty years, the great God with
whom we have to do.comes in mercy to-day

simply because perhaps we are soon to ged
to heaven, and we need a lot to make us
ready ; we need o lot yet to.mnke us ready ;
God has to come to you this morning with
my lips. and says : “Whoi is thy name "
If 'you tell the tiuth you will say: “My
n'me is Jacob,” You will eay, “My name
ia Money, my name is Cent Per Cent, my
nawme iz Peafit—my very name is that, O
God. My name is Mnderation in Religion,
0 G- d, dost Thou ask my name * My name
is Lust. Rightdown at huttom that wrig-
gling thing is me. My name is Lust, Un-
cleaanes, Vileness. I have kert 1tin; I
have veneered it over ; but [ admit to-day
that that is ms. This is the one thing in
me. Itismv name,” ¢‘Whatis thy name?

What is at bottom in us, that is us?
What is it ¥ How few of us c-n say hoo-
estly, *“My name, O God, is Religion ; my
nanie is Settled Priuciple; my aare is
Candour, Openness, Honesty, Sincerity.
My name is Singleness of Heart, Childlike
Sunplicity.” What is our name? I cannot
§ive all the names. It is not the actual

ohus and Roberts that that were namned
over us here in baptism.

Jacob’s name was a name of significance §
and God gives us all a significant name, and
He is askingus today, “What is your
pame ? Whatisit ¥ Oh, let ua be honest
and tell Him. X know mise. You could
stand up in this chureh, and in one sentence
could tell this meeting what is your prevail-
ing cheracteristic.  Young girl, vourg wo-
man, you can-stand up hefore God and say,
¢My name is Frivolity. That is my pre.
vailing characteristic. I come to church om
Sunday, but the thing that engrosses and
cousumes me is « ball and a dnnce and the
theatre. That is my name., That sets my
whole soul abounding and a-pulsing.” With
some of us, our whole creed is just a deter«
mination not to yield ourselves utterly unto
God, but to keep on the safe side. What is
your name ? Anpanias is the name for some,
and Sapphirais the true name for others.
It wasnot a nice name. It may be that
Jac b’aswarthy cheek got a little swarthier
even in the darkuvess, as he said, “Supplan-
ter is my name. Iam a wrestler, I depend
on cunving, I call on God even nccasionally,
to help my cupning. I use religion for a
cloak for my cunning.” My name, in Thy
sight, and with.shame I confess-it, my name
is Double-tongue or Facing both-ways.

And the Man said, “Thy name shall he
no more Jacob, but Israel (prince of God),
for as a prince thou hast power with God
and with men thou hast prevailed.” The
blessing cume when the wrestling was over,
and when the clingirg came ; and that is
- what God mesans, but He means-all that—to




