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by niy sicle, Sophy" holding out a hiand to his daughîter,
who stood suillenly aloof, '"and we, "vil tell yoti A we
had not tinie tu wvritu about."

Sophy couild uot resist the invitation, but shle came
slowly and unvillingly, and could scarccly summion uip
any show of interest inilier ftither's calk. Shie wvas long-
ing to get awiy ail to bersulf, where she couid relieve
lier feelings by a hearty it of tears. She did not care to
hecar wit lier father said, wben his youîîg wife kept
chiming iu %vith lier clear, soft: toues. She had no plea-
sure lu holding bis hand iii liers, while hib attention was
diverted froin lier, aud ail the timie lie was lookiug with
fond admiration into tic briglit, animiated face, wîith its
crowu of golden liair. Suie did not care to have lier
father uuliess slie nîighît have lii ail tw lerseif. It broke
lier hecart to îiîink lie couid bc liappier iu the comîpany
of sonie oue eisc, ratlier tlîan in îiîat of lus little girl. So
she slipped quicîly away to tue otiier end of the roolu
whcn at hast, at a request fronu lier liusband, Mrs. T lre.
niaine rose, and, going over o wlîerc the piano stood,
sat down aud began to Sing.

Aîîd boere, again, Sophy îvas couîpclled to give a grudg-
in- admîiration. lier excetution %vas brilliaut, aud, wîhen
she began to bing, lier voice, powverful and weii-trained,
%vas fil of subtie :weeîuiess ,nid tender, patiîetic melody.
Slie sang a song whici ias strange to Sophy, a song
with a wild, wceird accomnpaniuient, 'huose mîourniui re-
frain cauglît tue girl's car, .and secmied to harnionize with
the feeling s of lier lîeart:

1 Inppy bolind of a ye.gol duy,
It rings n1)iley Ineart forBy.

She cauglit herself repcating the dirge-like liues to her-
self, anîd tlîey seenied to brîng back a past long since
dead-a past whieî slie %vas a merry littie clîid, and
whiin lier own nuother, who îvas iying il% a sbady corner
of the old chpircliyard now, was sitting lu tbat very same
iow chair by the lîeartiî, the ioviug sharer of ail her
chîildish joys and troubles, lier frieud and conîpanion,
wlîose mncmory %vas stili as green as ever in lier daugiter's
heart, tlîough it %vas six long ycars since .shli hd bidden
goodl-bye to husband anîd ciid, and gone to sleep, îvith
folded bauds, under the long green grass of tire cliturclî-
yard. It seeuîced treason 10 the giri's fond beart tlîat
.uuy oIIe else shotild have coule to fi tlie place left vacant
by lier dead inotlier -treason to bier memiory îlîat lier
husband sliould find coifort and pleasure lu the society
of another.

Thie lue eyes fihled with tears, and a choking sob
rose iii tic girls diîroat. She couid bear it no longer-
she nîust go tway, nid be alone somnevlere ; she
miust slip) awv fromn thue briglitly-lighted rooîîî, witlî
ils clieery fire, ils fiowers and ils mîusic. Tliey wvould
neyer miss bier. No ; tbey were 100 full of ench other to
have a thlouglit t0 spare for lier. li1er father was bend-
ing over the piano wiîii looks of the fondest love and
admiiration at lus bride ; îwbile she, with her jetwelled
fingers straying over tlie keys, liad chîanged tie song,
and uio%, %viti suppressed passion and feeling, 'vas sing-
ing the time.honoured old air-

''Dui titi iiegst mir ist lrerzn
Da, dla, lt.tit dit dein troii, '-

as if her whole liîart wcre lreatlîed forth in the %vords.
Sophy felt as if she could not bear it another moment,

and, slipping quicdvy past them, she opened the door,
and fled to the sanctuarv of lier own uittle roorn, wiiere,
kneciing upon the broad iidow scat, sue gazed up at
the coid, star-lit sky, féecing* desolate, lonely, and for-
saken, îvhile ber îvbole lieart went up in a helpiess,
passionate, yearuing cry-'" Oh, niother, moîlier, conie
back ! "

( To /2e Con/inzeed.)

A CIGAR-130X BANJO.

flY JOHN RICHARDS.

A cigar-box banjo is soiething whichi most boys have
heard of, and sonie have attcmipted, with mnore or lesF
succcss, to iake. Possibly thieir older relatives have
ridiculed the hioîne-made instrument, and it bas hiad to
contend against prejudice, whicb, as we knov, is airnost
fatal to saccess. Nevertheless such a banjo, if carief~uly
miade and properly strung, can be niade to give forth
very mîusical tonies, and whiere the Ilreai thing " cannot
bc hiad, the conibination of cigar box and broom-stick
makes a good substitute. If you wvotld like to try your
hands at it, I wiIl tell you how to go to work.

Procure a cigar box eight and a quarter inches lo'ng,
four and three.quarter juches wide, and two and a quarter
juches deep. Tlhis is the ordinary size of a box tised to
contain fifty cigars.

'l'lie bottoni of the box forrns the head of the banjo,
thus aliowing the cover to be opened or shut. In each
end of the box cut two round holes, three-quarters of an
inch in dian-eter, haif an inch froin the top and an equal
distancz- 'ýon the two sides of the box.

Wih a Iead-pencil mark off, on a piece of soft wood
nineteen iuches long, four luches %vide, and haif au inch
thick, the shape of the handie, as shown in Fig. i. Be-
fore sawing the handle out, the four key-holes shouid be
bored, eacb hole beiug a quarter of an inch iii diarneter.
T1hen shape the liandie according to the outliue of the
diagrani, and across the top of the handle cut a groove
thrce-sixteeuths of an inch wide and equally deep (A,
Fig. i) ; this is to hold a sinall bridge to keep the strings
from touching the handle.

]l the side of the bandle drill a hole hiaif an inch
above the angle (B3. Fig. i)-this is to hold the fifth key;
and just below the angle a groove three-sixteenths of an
inch %vide and equally deep should be cut for the pur-
pose of holding a sniall bridge for the fifth, string (C,
Fig. )

Froin an old brooin cut a piece of stick twenty-four
iuches long; whittle this flat ou one side, and on the
other side, eighlt luches fromn the end, cut the stick awvay
so that it wlI siope and beconie fiat at the end (Fig. 2).

Eight and three-quarter inches of the other end of the
stick must bc cii swa, soas to fit si-ugly the holes ini
the cigar box, the end projecting slightly. This broom-
stick is the backbone of the hiaudle, wvhich is fastened to
it by î'vo thre.quarter-inch screws, as shown lu Fig. 3.

L~9

Five keys shaped like Fig. 4 cari bcecut out of tough
pieces of wood, each piece being balf an inch thick, two
and a quarter inches long, and one inch ivide. Make
those belonging to the key-board fit tightly in their holes.
The key for the fifth string can bcecut half an inch
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