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Zbe commrercial
WINNIPEG, MAY 8, 1693.

TUlE Cll8TONS.
Th3 recent chango in the oustoms depirt-

nient at Ottawa la llkely to proluco Borne good
cifeat in inoreail!)g tho cflicieîîoy of the depart.
ment. Coînptrélicr WVallace bias made sane
trips about the country, vlWn'sig principal fim.
porting points, nul hearlng complnts fiomt
importera, with a viow of remnedying exitting
gelevancea. One frequeîît cotaplitint whiclb
liaes beon prescnted te Mim, is the valuation of
gonds at différent poilu, for customa purposes.
This lias been a inatter of conseidorable aunny-
anco to largo importera et mo pointa, whora
it Le claimied the valuation hia% becu higlier thoan
at other parte of entry.

Whbie our prescrnt tariff pclicy romains in
force, tho comptroller of cuittom3 ie not likely
te bo long witlîout, complainte of morne kind on
baud, for thora wviil bu msr.y difficulties and
p3rplexitica continually grnwing out of tho
tàritf situation. Ono thing, bowvevor, which
the consptroller ciLo enforce arnong oustomas
officiats generally, is civility teward tise
public. Customs oflùcera aro net ail notad
for civility or pelitu attention to tlieir duties
%vheû dcalitig %vith tbe palFo. Somo of these
officiais aro issclincd to aume a lordly, aîîd
even insuting air, towari those wdîo havo
business to transact wvith tbon). Thcy assumne
the position of masters, rather ths.u servants
ùf the publie, sud makin tîsemscîves gencrtily
dikagrecable. This of course ebould net be
permiitted in publit servante in any cipicity,
and the comptroller lias given ordcra that it
mnuat be discootinued. Ilercaiter, ba Baya, ail
complainte agninat customs officers of iumait or
iocivility toward tbe public, wiil bc rigidly in-
;estig %ted. Tit ra are mnany officiais wbo will
net ueed a warning of tbis nature, but there
are othoe whn require sonse aucb rostraint.
At auy rate, the public wiIl appreciate tbe
crder. ___________

ComMEDROIAL L'EGISLITION.
I>,litical piirtica ara provorbialiy slow te move

wben tbe subjeot before them is of a commi r.
ciat' nature. At a commercial dinner lu New
York not long ago, the burden of tho principil
speeches was the difficulty of obtainiog desired
commercial legislation, cither fromt cesîgres or
~tt legisiaturas. lez was declared tbat tbere
is altogether ton mucli politice and not enough
business about legilitivo bodies, Ie the
United States congresa, made up as it la se
hrely of la¶vyars, this la pcrhaps it to be
wondt red a. Trhe buzsiness nien lu congroas
are few and far between, and a gond deal of the
legialation emenating thora fromt is a draç, upea
tbe commercial progress cf tho country.

At homo our legislîstiva bodies have been
more guarded, snd we bave perba8pi made pro.
pnrtionately fcwtr bunge blueders je the matter
of commercial and finaucial Icgialation, than
bias been nmade le the Stae. Stil thcre ishlera
tbe saame diftioulty, ln a lcss acute sense te bc
sure, lu the matter cf Becuring desired cein.

mercial legitilation. 1'artty questions are largely
debated, and any moatter whicb la llkely te
serve any party purpese la brought ferward on
tise leabt provocation, or witliout, any provoca.
tion an. al]. Our parliasuen is.lI run loto a
prolongea aud animated debato upon sane
feature of the Irishi queaciou, cî aone other
matter whicb la tinofa ita business, ail for
party offiect; but wlien a commercial moature
is nanted it la difficut te get up intereat an the
question. Take for instruco tise matter cf in-
aolvency legislatlen, whiclî lias licou before
parliament for many yeara, but nothuîg bias yzt
been evolved.

]-vent le Great I3ritaiîi, wbere legislatora ara
supposed te lie of a more advanccd type than
we bave on tiîis contitient, thora is the mairie
cry coming froin the commercial interests, of
urgct ni Irgislat ion in tho iutereat of t radea
aend commerce. At the recent animal meeting
of tue Association of Chambers ni Ccommerce of
the United Kingdom, tha preaideuit, bimmcîf a
inember of parliamont, dwelt nt length upon
this theme in bie addres?. The apatby of par.
Hiamtent le tbia ieýpect wvas describcd ns aston.
isbing, and sucob as te evoke tise indignja.
tien of business men. Legisiation had been
pressed op parliament time and timta again,
by the uniteci effort of the butineis element of
the country, but te no purpese. Tho preaideut
euggeated as a reanedy for tîsis aitateofn things,
the formation nf a commercial section or î>arty,
or n committos of commercial men of ail parties
aînong the membore o! parliament, who thus
uitcd would bce ala te eniorca the considera.

tien nf commercial questions. The formation
cf an advisery board of representative commer.
chtl mon, with whoîn tha minister of commerce
miglit confer, was altn auggeatedl.

Tlsese two suggestions ceming freon tue
president ni the greateat B3ritish commercial
body are wortby cf anmte tlîcugbt. The forma.
tion o! a cemmittee of tha business mon le
peirliament, in Canada at touat, wùuld bc saime.
wviat impractical. lie majority of the business
menile Canada who go te piî ament are ton
closaly lied te par.y te Mao an independent
atand, even upon an important Commercial
issue, if party dictated cuberwiso. It would
firat le necessary te elect a fev gond inca, uspon
an independient business platform, te ferra tbe
neuclua of such. a cen.-mittee. larê, again,
corntes in the difllculty, that business men out
ni parliimant are aian ton cloaely tied te party
te taire snch an inlependent stani. Semae-
tine at meetings of commercial bodies, anmte
vers, independen'. ta'Ic wi 1 bce hoard, oad oee
reanîtutions, *p2-aking tbe voice oi the meeting
ln a toise quits iuidependeîit ni party, wvill ha
unaoimously adopted But et tua next alec.
tien these business mn wiil bce found workiîsg
hurd for t.he roture ni theur respectiva par'.y
candidate, quite regardiesa of commsercial in.
terertp. -If the business %nca in the larger
towne and rities woauld unita for the purposa of
taking an intercat le palities frein a commercial
stand point, thora abouldalia ne troubla e souci.
ing a fow gond, independent, repretentative
business mea te parimament. Tho tbing,
however, is impractical at the present timan.

The second proposition, for the etablisbing
of an advisory committea of reprementative
business mon, witli whomn the minister could

confer upon commercial questionîs, appecars
more feasible,. IL alto appears reasonablo tiist
sometbing cf this nature abîould exist. Tite
coniatsrclal interes arc net rupreaented lu
parl!amnîst as tbey sbould bc. The commerce
ef the country la rèally tise matter cf tiret ilm.
portanace, but rcprosentetivo business men are
net tue clses, for varlous tensons, te teck alec.
tien te parliament. Iu order te matin up for
the deflciency, sud provido for tue rcasonable
reprasezîtation of the commercial interasta, the
advisory board or committee miglit lie lire
duced. 'ýhis committecasbould lie clectaid by
tha lcasding boards cf tradta cf :the country,
tises ensuring Lbe apponienst oi reprenenia.
tive men, Independent ni party considcratious.
Such a committec ahould bave the priviiege cf
suîggesting requircd legiBlation, as well as lieing
a c.îusultative body. In tiîis way the commer.
cial intereala ni ail sections ni the country
uveuld lie reprpsented more dlrectly la Lhe pro.
per quai ter, as ecd board, repreaenting a dis.
triaL of Lcrritory, could apcalc tbrougb itb re.
presentative upan thea advisnry board or com-.
îîîittce, sud the latter would bcienl direct coin.
munication with the ministry.

Thsis is ouly eue proposai, sud aLlier plans
might bie suggcsted te ineet Lthe exigen.-ies ci
tla' situation. At any rate, the neccssity for
botter representatin ai tIse great commercial
intarcate cf the country, independent cf party
sentiment, is apparent te ail whn bave given
tise motter aay tbought.

VALUE OF WATER POWER.
Tise great fluod ni wat3r uow passing down

tise Red and Assiniboine rivera, pa6st tise city cf
Winnipeg, may ciuse anme te ture their
thouiglts te the varins pireposais whiicb bava
iseen mnaie La utilize these atreams for manu-
facturing purposes, by tise construction of .
works necessary te centrol tise watar power.
Wbat an immense power this vat forca of
wotor would furnieli, if iL coula ha successiolly
harnessed and tused as required. An excbange,
refcrring tb the question of the value of water.
power says:-

Water power la tise cheapest source of encrgy
that cau be (oued, yat millions of horse power
go te wvaste within easy reacli. The greateat
enterprisa for the utilizition of %vaLsr power
now coutemplated us tbat ni hareessing
Niagara. The Catar.act Construction Company
la just cornpletinq the fi rat seo'.ion cf its con.
templated wcrk. IL takas only a mali fractins
cf thepossible pnwer cf the (alsg, yct iL aili
furniali 150,000 herse powear (romn the United
Statas aida, aed 100,030 hDas piowar (romn tho
Canadian aide. If tic whole p3war et Niagara
could bli t rîusssed le would probably bc more
tissu aIl the istea.m p)wer uow nsed le Amerlos.
Tite wateaceurses ai tise Sierras tbat; fail 6,000
(cet iii a score or tuvo of milas have greater.
pousibilties tisan aven Ni&Zarà, and will oe
day lia b.ouigt t) fasrnish ail tisa poer that
Californie ucada. Electria transmission cf
powver la a developmiet of only a faw ycars. A
decade ago it evas isardly mora than a dream. ai
tise future. To.day il is revolutioniziug indus.
try, and le anotiser score ai years IL will piro.
bably have driven direct application cf steain
power (rom the tirld.


