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and cents fer excoedifig thte ost tu thoin of oh.
tàlinng it. This fact cannot bosuccesafully dis.
putcd, and wu arc cgotistical cnougli to ballevo
ii would reodvo the eudorscinent of ntany su1>
scribers.-Or"cr andu Coitntrý Merchant, Sait
.Frcncîseo.

The Trado, Dollar.
The cruisado againist tito trado. dollar whilh

reaulted se quickly in its extirpation from circu-
lation, his givcn risc to many accouints of. the
gencsis o! tho coin. Tite following liistory of it
1e by Mir. Acton, assistant treaurer of tho Uni.
ted States iu New York. In au interview witli
a.tiowapftper reporter, lie said, *1Thora appears
te bc a great aîxlunderstanding of the coinago.
and manner by which the trado dollar geL into
circulation. It is utot inonecy. It nover waa.
fly that 1 mnean it neyer tras a dollar. It n'as
coincd under an actet ofCengresa knoiwn as the,
Coinago.Act of.April, 1873, and n'as firat issued
ta July-' f the samne year. Tite trado dollar svas
intonded to supersede or tako tho place of tho
Mexicandollar. Soit waa mnade a trille lueavier
and given a bo tter cast generally. It was conn.
toranccd. by the (leverament for tho purpose for
which iL was iuiade enly-thatoetexpert. Mer.
icaudclar wcre coin current in China, and the
trade dollars itL was thought, %veuld tako 'their
place. They have been pretty generally ae-
cepted along the conat, but have nover got very
fer into the interior. The trade dollar was
colncdl îhen the sinigle or gold value was adopt.
cd, andw~as a logal tender in suius of fivo dol.
hIrs or less up te July 22, 1870. Thon te Act
making it sunob nas repealed, and iL became
again.a, coin valuable only for tho amount of
ÈilVer it contained. A regulation w'as theoi is.
snod by. the secrotary of the treasury that nec
trade dollars should lie put in circulation or
coined excopt. for expert, and tlîe coin bas been
under a cloud evor since."

Falloil From its Hfigi Estaîte.
The mword n'as, as te ancient chroniclcr said,

"It ho es t, the most universal, the most varlcd
ef armns, the enly onc which lias lived' througlî
tinie. AUl people know it ; it iras orverywliero
regarded as, the support ef courage, as te encemy
of pcrf.idy,, as the maxrk of commanduient, as te
comýpaitioa of authority--as the embicin of goy-
creignty. of power, of force, of conqucat, of fi-
delity, and ôf' penishtnent." And ail this lis
steol abiidond-te becomo rails I Look at
whtt it n'as, ana what iL is. ILs aspect %vas
brilliant ; iLs habits îvpro punctilieus ; iLs nian.
tieri were courtly; its connections wcro patri.
cian ; its functiens irore colcmni; its contact n'as
ennobling ; even iLs vcry vices ivore glitteriug,
for mosâ of thein were simpkv dofecta ef itu su.
perb qualities. IL istruc that itwnas sometimes
cruel, and that - t proqzess of action %vas dis-
tinctlysaugulnary ; but tlioso reproaches apply
te allother weaponsà, too. Throughout the agew
IL grandly held upi !ta he-ad -and haughtil..bore
its niani. -It lest ne calste wbcn -it allied itself
with lance and daggor, iiL battlo axe aud
helin, for. they wc ci its natural kindrcd; anE
even îvhen, in later days, iL ato.oped'te generato,

suc lIly offspring as razors, lancet8, knives
aadncrdie3. te world san' ne' real ahasemeni

1~

ln the act, for tho chlvalrotîs blae waq stili the
Image iicli.roproecntedl steel te matn. But
nove iLs wholo character lias clîingod ; now it
lins tltrowni aside Uc8 gallantry, ilu gracos, its
glory , now it lias torsworn ita prido for profit,
ita pomp for popularity. Sicel 18 uton hitrsting
coarsely on te cartlî at té rate of tîtotiands ef
tons a mentît. IL is positively bciitg made into
steaui.cginca, and cannon, and'ships, and aIl]
sorts cf vulgar, lieavy, uncicly, usotul objecta.
WVer8o thauî al, iL la becoiuig cltoap ! Steel
cheapi1 The steel ef old, tho steel of lcgend
and of ctory, the stceclot palla(lin and tho cie.
%-aller, tho steel of the iioble anîd the brave, the
steel ef boiter and ef miglît, the steel that n'as
ahovo price, that know net money and carod
nauglit for pre)fit-Liiet steel is no more. Ilins
been driven coiîteuîptuoucly eut et siglît by
inetallurgie persons oalled Blessemer atîd Krupp
and othiers, and these destructive creatora have
put into iLs place a ninctecutli century suh-
stance, exaetly fitted ta a mercantile period. but
possessing nec tiLle whatover with turne or faine.

-Btaekwood .agazine.

Potato Ivory.
This non'I 'vegetable ivory " is miade troni or-

diuary potataes-provided tlîey are telerably
cound and fully developed-hy purely eh-mical
ineans. Tito selected tubers musat it bo care*
fully poelcd and the oye " cuL out, ail spougy
and dla9colorcd portions bcing aIse scrupulously
pareil away. The peeled tubersahould thon ho
allowcd te soak, for a short time, firet in plain,

1thon in acidulated .w.ater, sîtîphurio acid boing,
the agent enîployed, and Lte mixture abîoula be
quito, cela before te potatees are, put iito IL
The next, and most important par-t et theo pro-
cem, la boiliug te véoetables in diluted cul.
pîturlo acid for a considerable Ligne. Ilercin lies
the gist of the invention, tîtu secret ef îvhich *1a
kcpt rather closcly ai presenut, but a short caries
et well.orgauizedý expérimenta ieuld probably
enable any cf ocr friends te elucidate the ques-
tion.

Thab variety and age cf tîte vegetable Uitl,
the tinte for which it ia cubjected te the aetion
et tîte acid, and cspecially the strength et Lte
latter areo aIl maLtera cf great importance te tîte
object in vieiy as effecting Lte quality et tho
preparation. As soute littie guide, hîowever,
ire may' boa- in mid the processa for Ilpa-ch.
ne.ntizing"' paper, whichýis offectedl in the cold,

and aise the tact that heat grcatly enhances the
action of ail acids upon organic substances, se
that as the potatoes, according te eus- adviccs,
have Le o bo bilod in te liqnid, a coniparatively
more diMute acid ahoula probably bo uced.
Treated in titis way té ontire substance et the
petato's hardons aüd.bccomo gradually les per.
viens. Mocn donc they ara te- he taken eut
aad wasliod in a streain of list warun and after-
watrI cola wate, the subsequent drying p-xàcesa
'bcing in aIl cases a slow an1 graduai one. Po-
* tato ivrsy thus prcpared is neot vos-y unlike te
11vogetablo " kind,,but la said te hcofe more
ovon grýain as wcl as etaier to tus-a, 'while, it'ii
net se liable te split when exposed te the influ-
once et a vcry dîjr attuesphei-e.

Potate, ivory is et, a croainy whbite -titl, bard,
durable and clastie, iL being ovcn adapted, it li
staied, i.or-the-, manufactureocf .billiursd halls.11

Tliere la no, difficulty in dlyeing or coloring tho
ntatorial cithor duriug the proccs et prépara-
tien, or af torward, and altogether it would seoin
titat tufs new îîroduct le eue ihîli l capable ef
a great number et usetul applications. To ita
ottes- good qualities it a(dc that et bebîg ex.
ceodingly clîeap. '%V abioula have said beforo
that Lte stîlplîuric acid utsed ust ho quite froc
[rom impurity, croit traeoa of pitne or hydroch.-
borie acid bcing dotrimental.-echunical
lVorZd.

Fast Ocean Steamers.
Fiercer and flercer gm-wa the coutest batweeou

LlîoýLraits Atlantic stcainsbip linos. Se farfroîn
boing abasltod by Lte bs-caking et Lte macltinery
et the tien' crack steametr Aurania, jîtst as cite
wascempletiug lier OraL voyage te New York, the
ownera of the Cultard lino anommne tlitat con-
tracta have hoon eutecd bita for tue constitue.
tien et twso non' stcauisltips, te bcof 8,000 tans
bus-dca and 13,000 liesse power cach. Tlîey. de
net intend te hoe ouutdotie by tho Alasca, of tite
Guion lino, which at presont is tîto recegnized
champion ot tic ceas, and tîte owners et tîtelat-
ter, se ta- frein hcing conîtent te s-est on tîtoir
lautrels, have aIready launclîcd the Oregon,
witich la builL oit fluer bines tItan Lthe .Alaska,
ad will ho fittc'l %itli englues et Itigîtor powor.
Thtis steamner, acces-ding te the statemezits et lier
hulders, will surpass in speci tîte tastest ship-
lu tit o 's-d. Thcy are net satisfici with a,
passage et coron days bctween Noew York and
Livrespool. Ms-. Guioa believed te trip weuld
ho made Ilin l'esy muci les$ timo"ý-in any
erent, tlîoy Il voul<l itt huild chipa that îvould
go cleirer thah tho Or-egon." WVhile tItis strtîg-
gle betn'eon Lte coinpauties namod, taxiug theo
highîcat rosons-ces et engiueîing and ineclianic >al:
skiUl, is going ou, Lte Breuten and National linos
are ne leu dctermined te "«heatthe record.L"
A non' steamte-, te ho calci America, illi
sitortly show te whiile cen squadrou fies-
liels. Whilc the extreino 1imit as te specd 0aid
size still romains an open question, tes- aIl pine-
tical pus-poses Lte gra problemn lias becu cul»
stantially solvcd. Until the laws of hydrauiicg.
are changea, iL will Iias-dly ho practicable te
sîtesten materîally the ocean vôyage iviitont
sccl a disproportionato cost et power and mate-,
s-l as te neutralize the advantage gaiued.

JapanesoEtrpso
Tho NL'ational Rails-oad Comnpany ef Japaui,

incorporated witlî a capital et 20,00O,0001
unie- Lie auspices et the Japaneso gerra
ment, twe years -izo, liasadopted the Aunos-cau
systein et building railroads, ani is now, con-
structing the main lino, n'hich oexten-ds frten-;
Tekio te Anderson, the nes-theru seaportef*
Japan, a distaticooet 450 utiles. A.part qf èie,
main lino, about fittymailes iii letîgti, hbal
ready licoufiuisltod, and ill ho open-te .tho
public tItis mentit or nèxt. Tho terminus of
te line is te comnmer-cial -Ecnitcs et a ýps-olinc

wherc sit culture às te principal occupation eîf
thopecople. Thé ailk raiscil itis, provinùce<,
la lîighly csteonie in forcign muýaikoLa, ana-j
exported te Amenica, as woil as Eutrope, il#Èbrý,-
quantities oves-y yens-. IL tai expccted -that- thé.
whoL1o lino will ho fiaislica -wititin thrcà 'yeax-s.
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