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(Continued from page 100.)
TRAINING,

Tho training of the Militia during tho past
seagon may be considered as having in a sat
isfactory degree oarried out the principles
of the organization. With very few trilling
exceptions, the various corps of Cavalry, Ar:
tillery, Eugineers nnd Infantry, assembled
with their ranks complote, and I was inform-
ed that in the majority of Corps, double he
number of men would witlingly have joines
had it been possiblo within the limits of the
parliamentary vote to havo paid them. I
am aleo led to belicve that in most corps the
oflicers and men would willingly have con-
tituad.emboadied for a much longer period
than that, necessarily for the same renson
defined by general orders.

It is possible that this general willingness
to attend training this year may in somo de-
gree baattributable to some temporary de-
pression in the trade and labor market, but
I believe it moro probably foreshadows the
inccensing popularity of the Militin and the
general feeling that a larger share of public
interest is taken in the rystem which is
year by yoar assuming in a marked degreo
the evidenco of greater solidity and perman -
ent endurance. Too much credit cannot be
bestowed upon the many patriotic and zenl-
ous oflicers of the Canadian Militia who have
from the 1iancy of the movement, in spite
of discouraging difficulties at the begining,
resolutely applied their minds and devoted
their energies to build up by slow but sure
degrees what has now becomo a permanent
und powerful Military organization. Amongst
the many Imay point toone who has worked
at the root of the systom from the outset
and who sodescrvediy received the approba:
tion of the Government and the Legislature
this year by being prometed to the position
of Adjutant General of Militia.

Ditliculties doubt)ess still meet those who
strive to prepare means of defence here
the possibility of disturbance or of war is
hardly believed, because never yet felt, and
money is iu consequence sparingly granted
because it may not directly producs & tangi
ble or visible return, therefore tho solidity
of the Militin organization may be still con*
sidered as hardly corresponding with the
steady progress and increase of tho Country.
By patience and perseverance wo may hope
little by little to improve the means of na
tional defence and add to the Military Insti-
tutions of tho Country upon a scale becom-
ing its growing importence. Happily the
strong good seuse of the people of this coun-
try is not to he swayed or distracted from its
patuiotic course by the idea of any who in
sober earnest could aver they would prefer
to teach theirsons to be drunkards or gamb-
lers rather than soldiers. What would this
couatry now have been but lor the soldiers
of England in yeara gone by. What would
have been tho fate of Great Britain herself
through all past tino, but for those strong
pitlars’ of the Ewpire under which her in-
fluence and her commerce have flourished,
and who liave carried her flig and extended
her Dominion into the remotest regions of

tho earth.

It is u nustake frequently fallen into by
many, that an army and navy ure necessarily
conducive solely tn purposes of war, and
therefore they oppose them upon humani-
tartn principles, but whereas they are in-
deed and in fact more conduciva (o purposes
of peaca. The moral power of a pation
without being backed by physical poiwer
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would have but small influenco it any, in the
politics, and the councils of the nntions of
the world, but when supported by physical
power, it must possess in a corresponding
degrao thoe weight which strength can com
mand, and so tend to peaceful solutions of
questions which might otherwise drift into
an opposile direation.

Aund in this, none are porhaps so direotly
interested ns soldicts themselves, {or upon
them falls tho shock nnd tho destruction of
war.  Saeeking little reward, their duities
and their livesaro devoted to the defenco of
their Sovereign and her Empire: for the
protection of their native land they freely
risk theirlives; but can it be supposed that
lifo 1s not ns precious and bas valuable to
ench of them individually as to any of those
who aro so ready to turn and condem armies
a8 barbarousinstitutions, forgettingor ignor-
ing in their securily what would be their
own condition and that of the Country, but
for the moral and physical power of those
Malitary Institutions which the wisdomor the
nntion hns experienced the necessity to
maintain.

It is sometimes stated that training tho
Militia in camps, is productive of little valuo
to Regimentat Officers and still less so to the
men, and that the Country is ealled on to
pay too dearly without corresponding ad.
vantage. But what is the object of the
training and discipline of bodies of armed
men? Itis not that a certain number of
men paid for by the civil populution should
be in a condition to serve their Country in
whatever capacity they may be called upon
for the preservation of peace or protection
in war. Tho experience of all past history
has shown that for such men discipline is
the main requisite. By discipline men ase
taught to subordinate self-preservation to
the fulfilment of whatever service tho State
requires and to encounter readily, dangers
and hardships which only a few men consti
tutionally bold would otherwise face ‘I'lis
system of discipline has in all past timo vari-
ed only in trifiing details, and armies are
found fit or untit according us their trainiug
bas embued them with moral qualities which
will enable tho men to perform the duties
required of them, in whatever form that re
quirmont may occur, Iabits of obedience
and of order, with a strong feeling for the
honor of his corps are among the {irst esson-
tials of a soldier, inculcated by discipline,
including caroful preservation and tiaining
in the use of his rifle.  To this end no doubt
that moral qualities are of equal importance
with physical qualities and the influence
on the minds of men collected in iarge bod
ies originates habits of thought which can
not but produce the best results in turning
their attention into trainsof idoas connected
with their profession.

Though I consider the annul enmp train
ings of the Militia fulfil in some important
degrees the above conditions, and benelici-
ally produce friendly rivaly and emulation,
yel to give fuir and productive effect [ know
it to be important that a proper system
should be established to give eanly training
in habits of discipline and the management
of men to young officers and non comumissi-
oned officers, without which the theoretic)l
education derived from books alone, be the
student ever so studious, will fuil him in
timeo of need.

Theoretical educatizu rupplemented by,
practice in dealing face to face with discip-
hned men under army, sulordinate to his
orders and looking to bim for example in
times of danger or times of peace, is the only
treining of any value to counstitute acom-
gmnder of whatever rank or degree he may
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The few days anoual training of the Militia
cannot fully produce the conditions neces-
sary for the young ofiicers or sergeants—tho
manspring of an armed corps; and thereforo
T venture with all respoct to repent my pro-
position of lnst year for the establishment of
two or three smail enrolled companies s
training schiools for both Cavalry and Infan.
try, at which ail the rudimentst fustruction
essential for discipline and the management
of armed men could be clieaply and suflici-
ently inculeated. ‘Thus, and experienco
teaches us thus only, a constont current of
instructed officers and men would flow into
tho ranks of the Militin capable of usefully
imparting that instruction in the camps,and
of handling their men with good effect on all
occeasions.

I noed hardlyagain instanco the excellent
vesult, which the Dominion Artillery hiave
derived from the two batteries which form
model schools of instruction in that tranch.

Lxceptional opinions have been expressed,
that the establishment of such training
schools would be but thoe introduction of a
standing army. It is uscless to combat such
vague opinions, A small standing army this *
Country, like all other countries desiring to
hold a position i the family of nations,
even tually in the nature of things will have;
but the occasion bas not yet arrived, noris
the Country in a position as yet to maint:in
such a permanent establishment,
 Failipg the enrolment of such training
schools as I have ventured to propose, on
whatever ground they may boe objected to,
the next alternative is to have a batch of
Garrison Instructors selected from amongst
officers educatoed professionally up to the
highest modern standard. Ten such ofticers,
detuiled through theMilitary Districts of this
Country, would besn inexpensive and very
valuable means of imparting military in-
struction to the raising young officers and
sergeants of tho Militin, although the most
uselful.instruction of all—the practical man-
agement of bodies of discipl’ned men—would
still be wanting.

Io reverting to this-plan for rudimentary
regiment.l instruction I by no means wish
Lo press my -opinions obstrusively nor be:
yond the cindid expression of views from
which I koow, by long experience, the Ml
tia of this Country would derive very prac
tical benefit.

Previous to my departure to the North
West I had the pleasure of inspecting sev
eral of the cimps of exerciso in Ontario. [
only regret that owing to tho nesembly of
tho corps in Quebec and the Maritime Pro-
vinces at a latter period it was not pos.
sible for me to attend thewr cimps also.
Those that L did inspect struck mé with a
high estimation of their nttention, efliciency
and general aptitude. [ did not hesitite to
state this at considerable length when ad.
dressing the various brigades in detail, and
as the opinions I then expressed were ac
curately rerorted and no doubt read by thase
interested, I need not recapitulate them
here. BiieBly I miny say, the impression
formed was, that the Militiv altracts great
in‘erest nnd is very popular, that -the ollicers
are zeulous, intelhigent and capable. Such
of tham us have had cxperience and annar
tanities are admirable soldiers, surpris.giy
up to the mark considering the long luter-
vals without practice, many able comuund-
ers of battalionsc+pnble of hundling brigades

with the opportunity of more practice. the
younger oflicers, soldicrs at heart, anxtwous
to learn but without the menns, ther few
days of camp exercise should bo employed
in instructing theic men; but how can they

"teach, who have but partially learned. tires

zeal and enthusiasm distinguish the oifivers



