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Shocburyness, as o spot whero a descent
might bo made without any trouble.

Captain Colomb was inclined to place
areater faith in gun-boats than in sucha
number of baatteries,and cited the authority
of SirJohnBurgoyne in support of tho opinion
that the erection of coast batteries tostered
a feeling of careless security in tho public—
as, once erected, it was taken for granted
the batteries wero & security in themselves
and no thought was given their manning or
armament.

Two or three other speakers madea few
remarks, and tho proceedings terminated
with the customaryvotes ol thanks.

RECONNAISANCE OF THE NOKRTII WEST
PROVINCES AND INDIAN TERRITOR.
1ES OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA-

(Concluded from Pagye 269.)

Ifit be in harmony, therefore, with the
policy of the Government to do so, T would
recompiend the establishment of Military
Posts at the following places, strengthas
below :

1. At Dortage de 1a Prairie
o

%0 Mt Riflemen
¢« Fort Ellice.. . o

a0

3. ¢ CarlONeewees -en.. 50 “
4.0 8% Pitbeeeeiccenann... . S0 il
5. ¢ Victoria... ce.eeeeeas N “
6. ¢ Edmontoa. . 100 s
7 ¢ Porcupine Hill. 150 "
Total.......... L5000
With a proportion of officers and non-
comnussioned officers.

1f no permanent Custom luuso and Mili
tary Dost is established at the Porcupine
1ills, then the strength of the force at Ed-
monton should bo 250, of which 15V men
should bo encamped duung the summer
months at the Porcupane Hiils, o. at the
junction of the Bow and Belly Rivers,roturn
ing to Edmonton for the winter: but tho es
tablishment of a Custom House and Military
t'ost at Porcupine Hills, is of far more im
purtance and would Luaye a much Letter ge-
neral effect towards securing the peaceful
settliement of thecountry than at any other
place named. Durnng the summer months
a detachment ot 30 men from this post
aught with advantage Lo craployed inim
proviog the communication acress the
mountains with tho Kootenay District of
British Columbia.

It would be necessary that each of the
companics of mounted iflam: a should be
made as far as possible self suj porling com-
munities,provided with a fow carts,intrench-
ing tools, agricultural impiemonts, sced for
1asing corn, and sumo cattle. Lheso military
posts would partuhe of the ¢ .aracter f mili
ary scttlements, in tho vicinity of which
m;my settlerswould erolong establish them

clves,

te woulkld be very desaalio mureover that
« 11 6 ucal 0 Ticer shivuid Lo u puitited 1o cach
military post,and his dutie- aro not confined
to tho medical charge of the military only,
but cxtended to alt the Indians in the
vicinity.

L'ast expencnce hus pouved that no me:
suro is better caleulated to sccure the con-
fidenco and atlachment of the Indian tribes
than by attending to their want« "n timo of
sickuess, and sv: plying medical aid.

Tho 1uen 1o compose the corpe should Le
cnlisted to serve for theeo years, receiving
on the termination of tho engagement,(pro-
vided they have performed their dutiesin e,
satisfactory manner;) tho samo amount of!

Iand as is granted ou dischargo to the men
of the Militia in Manitoba ; I would recom-
mend that tho corps bo raized by volunteers
out of the active militia. It would be de-
sirablo to attach to the military force at each
post three or four half-breeds, or Indians, a8
scouts, who could serve as interpreters and
usually carry the mail,

At the places indicated for miilitary posts
no great difliculty would be experienced, or
oxpenses incurred in hutling tho men, they
themselves performing the work, or an ar-
rangement might bo more casily made with
tho itiudson’s Bay Company to provide
barrack accommodation, and rations at the
different posts for tho number of men ro-
quired.

In the event of this proposed arrange
ment meeting with the views of Government,
I havo the honour to state the probablo ex-
penso that would be incurred for the esta.
blishment and maintenance of the militia
forco ?roposed, would be about $300,000
annually.

I sould further beg to suggest, if it be de-
cided to catablish any chain of military
posts, thau for the first year the soldiers be
cmployed in laying down a telegraph wire
from Manitoba towards British Columbia, if
not required to hut themselves.

From my own knowledgo and observation
of the country, I think that if proper energy
be used, the very desirable work of esta-
blishinglelegraphic communication fromFort
Garry through Dominion Territory, with
British Columbia, could be carried out by
the soldiers in one or twwo seasons. I would
further observe that no time should be lost
in making the praliminary arrangements.
‘I'ho men and horses should if possible, be
concentrated at Fort Garry in the month of
May or June, their equipment forwarded
sooner, and tho companies despatched with.
out delay.

An casy apd agreeablo march of a few
weeks duration would suflico to establish
t}xcm in thcir respective posts cf occupa-
tfon.

Baitisi CoLuMBIA.

With regard to the organization of the
muhitia 10 Briweh Columbia it is recommend-
ed that one stoff officer as Deputy Adjutant
General of Militia bo appointed for the pro-
vince, as soon as the Government finds it
convenient to do so. It is not necessary at
present to sppoint any Brigade Majors.

The formation of two companies of rifle-
men (volunteer militia) in Victoria, and one
at Nanaimo, is recommended, also the for-
mation of ono company of riflemen_at New
Westmunster, another at Burrard's Talet, un
tho mainland, and that the New Westmin-
ster Battery of GarrisonArtillery be reorgan:

1zed.

1he total white popuiation of the provinco
15 only as yet about 12,000. There aro about
4,000 Lalf breeds and 45,000 Indiars—the
1:tter mainly dwelling along the coast. The
Indians dwelling in the interior of British
Columbia are not numerous, tho policy of
treating them much in the same manner as
if they wero setticrs, appears to havo suc
ceeded admirably.

The following amount of military stores
haverccently been despatchied.byorder of the
Dominion Government, from England disect
by sea to Victoria, for the equipment of the
Militia of the Province :—  °

1,000 Snider Enfield Rifles.
3,000 Sets of Accoutrenents,
1,000 Rifle Uniforms.

1,000 Great Coats.

30,000 Rounds of Ammunitien.
60 Tents.

90 Targets complete, with flags.
100 Camp Kettles.
1,000 Knapsacks complete, with MessTins
and straps.
Eltis very desirable with a view to ultimato
cconomy as well as present_efliciency that
somo building be ‘acquired in Victoria to
serve as an Armoury and Storeroom, and
that n storekeeper be appointed to the
;:lmrgo of this public property without de:
ay. :
1 have the honor to_be sir,

Your most obedient servant,

P. RTOBERTSON ROSS, Colouel,
Commanding the Militia of Canada.
and Adjutant General of Militia.
Head Quarters,
Otlawa, 17th March, 1873,

The Jahrbucher fur die Deulsche Armee
uud Marine, in a notico of the Swiss frederal
army, furnishes the annexed particulars:
Tho new Swiss bronze breech-loading field
gun 1s S.4 centimetress in “calibre,j snd
weighs 433 kilogrammes; the ordinary
changes is 840 grammes. Tho weights of
the prejectiles arc as follows : Shells, 5.53
kilogrammes : sbarpenal,}5.61 kilogrammes;
canister 5.43 Xkilogrammes. The guns is
mounted on an iron field carriage, provided
with sido boxes. Tho limbers is also of iron.
Both are fiitted for practice with wooden
wheels. With fourty rounds in the limber
boxes, and a team of six horses, tho total
draught of the piece is 1,600 hilogrammes
or with a detachment of five men mounted
on the gun and limber boxes,} 2,000 kilo-
grommes. I'to range and accuracy of fire
are very ‘avorably reperted of. The ter.
minal velocity of the saell was found to bo
336 metres, at a rango of 500 metres with
an clevat'on of 0 deg. 45 min; 239 metres
ata rango of 2,500 melres with an clavation
of 7 deg. ; and 145 metres at a rangeof 3,500
metres, with an elevation of 11 deg. 30 min.
Tho fuses used w'th tho shells are a modi
ficatton of the L'russian fuse. The shrapnels
arc an improvement on the Boxer shrapoell.
‘They aro of wrought iron, with castiron ends
the bursting charge being contained ina
central brass tube. The chargo consits of
130 bullets of sixteen muthmetres, twenty of
them beingofzing weighing welve grammes,
each, and the reamaining 110 of hardened
lead waighing 22 grammes each.  This com
pound consists of four parts by woeight of
lead and onc of antimony. Shrapnels of liko
pattern aro used with thesteel 16 centimotre
j and tho bronze 12 cent.melre guns for arlil
lery of position. ke canister shot copsists
of tin cases fiitted with wooden boltoms,
and flled with hardened leaden bullets of
2.5 millimetres diameter,weighing 75 gram®
aies.

l
{

The Anstrian war authorities have dis-
 carded the whito tuni. asa working dress
for the army, and have adoyled in its stead
1 bluo blouse; under tho blouse n waistcoat
with sleevesis worn.




