having forgotten to [
ouse till they had .9 eat one snotlier,
and most of them were dead 2

Effis sluiddered at the remembrance
was too dreadful, quite,” she said.

« And {’lm, the stable- bdy, forjiot to give
e tiny blaguoinls anything to drink, aad
1 found them all dead In’ the' mormng,* added

Clcely, on whom the sad fata of the poor

little robbed nestlings had made a great im

pressios She bad seen Tim fling out tho
| wee dead badies on the rubbish heap outside

the stable dodr for the cats to eat, or to he
* carted sway to the dusbheng. and her pitiful

heart could not bear the sight  So when the
chtldren had glonc into the ganden to play,
she stole rouad to the spot where they lay,
with their pretty, plufly heads hanging lingp,
and their tiny wings stretcbed belplessly out,
and puttin tKem 1to the small hasket she bad
brought for the purpose, ghe camed them
to ber own httde bit of garden, and buricd
them teaderly among her piants, picking mauy
a pansy and nasturtium to lay over them ere
she covered them with earth. .

«Don't let us tluuk of it,'* said Arndld, who
had walcbed the transac-
tion with much childish
guef and many a tear.

The children relapsed
wto silence, but it was
quickly broken by light-
bearted Effic, who sud.
deuly jumped down from
Ler “scat, aud running
rouud ta where Margery
was sitting, grave and pre.
ocwupied, fung ber arms
round her neck.

“A penny for yout
thoughts ! " she cried, giv-
wyg her sister 3 hearty hug
and kiss.

Ma

“lt

vy smiled — that
beautiful smile which some
seople have ‘who usually
}ook grave, which lights
up the whole counten-
ance * You can bave my
thouglits without paying
the genny,"” she said. ¢
was thinking how simply .
splendid it would be if the
King should stoop to say
to us, * Well done!® and
tell us to enter His Kinge &
dom Aad I waswonder ;

ng—for you Lnow the

clesgyman sud that life is

»0 uncertan, that we may die any time,
like Minnie Evans, who died of a fit {n o few
minutes—and I was wondering which of us
would be the first to enter the Kingdom.”

“1 hope 1t won't be ae,” sid Effic 1
tould not bear to leave 21l my nice toys and
things, and father and motker, and go 2ll
alone iato that Great Ploge .

Little Amold coloured up with fear nt the
bare wlea, and clutched Cicely’s plump hand
under the table as he whupeted, ¢ We will go
loﬁzclbcr, Ciecly, wont we ?*' aund she could
only mve a sympatlusing squecze back in
return, though her own heart was beatng
mther fast as she sawl, * Ob, yes, dear if 1
cant® '

But Margery, wbo had heand the remarks of
the youuger cnce, sand, * \Why shoull we fear
to cuter the Kinglomy, when Chnst has pre
paed it for us, and wmeaos all the glory as 2
great surpnse 2 Amd all His holy angels are
sure to be kind to children. because Me lores
them 50.°

Efhe did not hke the tumn which the con.
versation had taken, and was just on the paint
of pomg back to ther * Sunday pictures,”
when nurse came i with the teastmy  And
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think He will remembgr about cousin Horscs  ‘be children’s thouphts were tumed to another
bis ~vhite mice in the * direction altogetber, for they were to'have the
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first strawbernies and cream of the season that
evening a3 a Sunday treaty and -soon the
were busily dividing the beautifu} fruit, an
spnokling them over with sugar, -~

For some timo they were too engrossad with -

their pleasant accupation to talk much} but
l:mcnlly Amold ooticed that Bargery was
ardl, tasting ber strawberries, }

“Bon't you ke them, ~“srgery?® he
asked, surprised that,sbo seemed to care so
little foravhat he Hked so much.

“Ob, yes'" sbc answered, coloutng,
“but I lho\Iﬁhl that poor Sally Turner, who
18 s0 very 1], might like a few in this bot
weather; and ber mother is far too poc. to
buy her aoy."” -

The other fhﬂdl'cn ldoked it their ncany
empty plates. | .

“What a pity we hage ealen ours I " said
Effie I never thoughit of Satly—and she

would have liked them 30 much.”

I think there are 4s gaany here as she will
Le able 10 take,"” 'said Margery, uneatly
arranging those on her plate
she could hardly eat anything.

s Mother sald

\ IN THE NURSERY, = -

**But they won't be from us'™ said Effie,
rather sadly

*Oh, we can all take them.overn the
morning,” answered Margery, * and Sally will
think they are from usall.” .

But Effic was not quite satisied 1t
would not be fair,” she said, ¢ for us to give
what 1s really yours

* We could ask mother to give us some
sponge cakes and jelly,” suggested Cicely—
whose gifts were genemlly of mother's
supplying—++and I am sure she will."

+Ob, that will do capitally ' * exclamed
Amold, glad that the difficulty should be*so
casily solved, and without the necessity of auy
self-rlenial on his part. .

But to Marierz the layiog aside of ber
favourite fruit, ha

hardly beea self«denial
She had just begyun a new plan with regard 10
everything that . was given her, whick gave
her the greatest satisfaction. It had been
suggested to her when mother had read them
the story of Zacchxus one mogming, which bad
made a great impression on ber mind.
* And did Zacchzus really give bkall of
cverything he had ta the poor ™ little Amold
bad ask s It gmust have been very hard to

{To be Continued.).

byr,eria,uﬁevie”w. ‘ e

Pirt with so muth, mother, for you said-he
was very neh S »
* Yes,” snd mother, strokiog his curly
head , *but he did not And it hard to gve,
because He Yoved Jesus so much”
Aud there the Bible fesson had ended t
But Margery could not get the words out
of ber mind” **The hall of my goods,”

4t the bal of my goods,” she kept tepeating

to hersqlf. I have never done anythlog like

‘that, though I have so lLttle -to give; and he
‘haa’somu%h." bAud Lt

then she resolved that,
from that day, she too would give ¢ the aalf of
her goods,™ just as Zacchmsgl‘ud done, and,
poing to hier cupboard where she kept all her
toys and treasures, she divided ber childish
possessions tnto two hcaps, and after a good
dest of vhought carried the larger half to ber
motier

“ [ shopld like to send these to the sick
children in the hospital," she said so quietly
that no one wouid bave guessed the sacrifice
she was making, :

Meciher looked swrprised, as she noticed
most of Margery's pet toysamong the number,
“'Will you not want them again -yourscif?*
she asked If you sent some of these it
would he quite enough *

But Margcr{ would not
hearof it. **Ibave SPCC‘]%
:)a)fv picked them out,*’ she

d, with a little quaver
in her voice. “and I wish
thery ali to go; the sick
children peed them more
than I do!”

And since that day
Margery bad always cares™
fully divided evervthing
that was given her {pro.
vided it could be divided), -
and the very doing it gave
her untold pleasure.  gor
had not the ¢ Friend of
Jittle children," of whom
she loved to sing at the
Sunday.afternoon services,
loaded her with good
things, not because He
wanted her to be_selfish
with them, but to let her
experience for herself that
1t 25 more bl to give
than to receive.” “1 bave
so much more than I
peed,” she would say to
herself sometimes, when
-halving a bright new half-

) crown or shillmg was o
R little trying.

56 the balf of the strawberries bad Leen
set aside as a matter of course, and she felt so
glark that they had come just when poor Sally
was so ill, and aceded them most

Marpery went to bed with a very happy
heart rﬁmt night—for had not tbe clergyman
told them that afteraoon that the Lord Jesus
notices evervthifig that His little childrea do
for Him, and would remember it when He
said, “Ye did 2 unto Me®” ¢ And He
noticed the widow's mite,” thought the child,
““more than the nch people’s gifts. though
many that were rich cast in much.” .

+ Qh? Effie,” she said, when the two little
gitls were going to bed tkat evening, *Ob!
Effic, + am so glad that, if we are called *one
by one,’ I am not afraid, even if I am the first
10 cnter the Kingdom.” :

’ CHAFPTER U
MeaxwRILE Cicdy and Amold bad been
safely put to bed hy nurse, and then left to go
to sleep: purse turming down the lamp low,
5o that it might not keep the children awake,
aad putting it on the side-table that tbe light
might not shine in their eyes,
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