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Gurrent Fopics.

—T'hree temples are being built at
Utah by the Mormons  one at Salt fake,
one at Logan and one at Manti.  ‘Ther
cost will aggregate many millions,

~The New York Obserier tells this
characteristic story of an lrishman who
was asked last November for whom he
was going to vote. His reply was: “1
don't know. I go agin the government.
T always did at home.”

-One of the most lamentable features
oi the liquor traflic in England is the fact
that one hundred thousand women are

there employed as barmaids, an  attract
ive form and face buing o requisite '
qualification.

Some Brookhin preachers are en.
deavuting to muhe the morny preach-
ing service more attractive to the child-
ren of their congregations, by giving
them, every Sabbath, a short address,
directly hefore the usual sermon.

~The recently discovered conspiracy
in Kolapore aganst the British govern.
ment seems to have been very extensive,
Some three thousand persons are said to
have been privy to it, and twenty-seven
of its leaders are now being tried.

—-The English papers have just pub-
lished an ac ot of attempts made by
some Russian Nihilists to mduce a Bir-
mingham mechanic to construct some in-
fernal machines tor them, to be used in
attempts upon the life of the Czar.

—Not less than five thousand two
hundred and twenty Sunday School Con
\%‘minns and Institutes and Assemblices
were held in America during the past
year an average of about 2 hundred a
weck, or of fourteen cach day.

--The American Bible Society have
procured a new stop-cyvlinder ,.ress. upon
which alone a whole Bib! . ae be printed
every minute.  This ©  the briefest and
most significant . amentary possible on
the achievements of modern imention'in
the dissemination of the everlning Divine
Word.

At last accounts the people of Hilo,
Sandwich Islands. had been  witnessing
for weeks one grand cruption of the great
volcano, Mauna Loe.  Fiery streams of
lava have heen pouring out from the
mountain a distance of thirty miles or
more in some directions, and at times
there has been considerable fear for the
safety of Hile.

-- The address sent from Holland to
the British Government in reference to
the war in the Transvaal bears among
its names those of eighty-one professors.
three hundred and sixty five doctors of
law, medicine, and divinity. and three
hundred and fifty five heutenants of the
army or navy. That is to say, the ad-
dress is an expression of the feeling of
the cducated classes in Holland.

—-A St xbAY-ScHoo!L has been opened
at Wittemberg, in the church to whose
door Lutheraflined his ninety-five theses.
At first it had seventy scholars: but it
grew so rapidly, that it was soon found
necessary to use another church for a part
of the school. The scholars now num-
ber four hundred, of whom three-fo' ,ths
are girls.  Five of the teachers are men,
and cight are women.

—The barbers of Danswville, N. Y.,
sigmned an agreement not to shave cus-
tomers on Sundayy but onc of their num-
ber breaking his promise, the others had
him armrested and fined one dolfar and
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trial at once for violating the previous
Sunday.  Itis good when law-breakers !

act as a check upon each other.

-T'he cost of the Afghan war is esti-
mated at $87,500,000, bu 1t is feared
that this sum is not the full amount.
The English will have to pay about$3o0,-
ocoo,000 of it, and the rest must be met
by the Indian Government, which alrendy
is in debtto theamount of$1,200,000,000.
‘To crown the evil, the war has been of
no usc to England, but rather has weak-
ened her prestige in the Fast,

-=The Friend, of Honoluly, gives an
account of the dedication, on January 2,
of the new Clunese Church, ot that aity.

The building is said to be commadious :

and attractise, costing, with the land,
$10,500. OFf this sum, the Clhinese them-
sehves have already rased $4,470. and
the foreigners not yuite as much,
King and Attorney general were present
at the dedication. Drs. Damon and
Hyde assisted in the eaercises, while the
principal parts of the service were taken
by Sit Moon, Goo Kim, and Shing Chack,
and anative Hawaiian pronounced the
benediction. .

-~ T'HE TURK MORE TOLERANT ‘THAN -

tH: Parisi. -When Bosnia was under
Mohammedan rule the free circulation of
the Bible was allowed; now that she has
come under Austrian rule the sale of the
Scriptures is forbidden. Is it strange
that our mussionaries have not alwavs
sympathized with the wish that the Turk

might be driven out, * bag and baggage,” |
Doubt- -

by his Christian (?) neighbors 2
less the Sultan should be a better man
and should govern his people better, but

in the matter of religious toleration what '
have his neighboring sovereigns of the

Greek and Roman faiths to say to him?

The streets of Honolulu are narrow,
crooked and irregular
one of thecow paths travelled in boyhood
days. ‘The city was built up fint, and
laid out afterward- 1t is about as hard
to straighten the streets of an old vity,

as it is the trunk of an old tree. or the '
The busjness
‘The

character of a grown man.
portion of the city is well built
population of Honolulu is nearly 15.000:

about one-fourth of which are foreigners. -

Perhaps in no other country n the world
can such a variety of race and color be
found, as in these 1slands.  And certam-
Iy nowhere
Blood is thin in this climate and colors
run together readily.

~-THE material advancement which is
sure to follow the ntroduction of the
gospel among a people, is iHustrated in
the fact that within sixtecn years nearly
five hundred sets of irons for fanning
mulls have been ordered from a single
firm in New Vork through our mission-
anes at Harpoot, Eastern Turkev. ‘The
native carpenters have heen taught how
to make the wood-work of these mills,
and the introduction of the machine has
proved a great blessing in that region, so
that the demand is increasing.  Other
agricultural  implements  are  desired,
especially the threshing-machine, and the
ficlds of Turkey wil surely be better
tilled when the gospel has reached the
hearts of its people.

—REv.R.R. MEREDITH,0ncca Method-
ist, now a Congregationalist, preaching
in South Boston, has, on Saturday after-
noons, a wonderful Bible-class. For some
time past it has been held in the First
Baptist Church on Beacon Hill.  But it

I'he i

They remind

such a misture of races.!

tremont Temple, where, every Saturday !
afternoon, a4 crowd of supenntendents, |
teachers, mintsters,and all sorts of people
gather, to hear evpounded the Interna
tional Lesson.  Mr. Meredith has a pe-
i culiar faculty for his work, and his class
~is probably the largest, the most cultured
that was ever gathered in the country.
Boston. #1n Ao samue YV ing . ot
| cities cannot ; gid this s one of them.
!'We doubt whether such a class could be
! gather_d in any other city in the land.
- Men come from far and near, to hear the
brilliant teacher discuss holy themes.

The newly modelled regulations of
the French elementary schools forbid cor-
poral  punishment, provide that the
father’s wish shall be heeded as to parti-
cipation in religious instruction, that
Ichildrcn shall not be sent to churdh for

caterhism or service except out of dass
hours, that the teacher shall not be bound
"to take them or look after them there,
i that Sundays and Thursdays shall be holi
tdavs,and that punishment shall consist
"of bad marks, reprimand, partial priva-

'vation of recreation, detention  after |
| school hours and temporary exclusion

" not exceeding two days.

—The English Government has re-

'ceived from one of its consubs in China
a report upon trade, in which he has a*
section referring to the effect of evan-'
gelization on trade.  He writes from !
Chefoo and speaks of the great change
that has recently came over all classes in
- thejp cstimagg=of the foreign religion.
He attributes” this change largely to the
impression produced by the relief affurded
during the famine.  He is struck “with
. the vast strides Christianity has made,
and that i spite of the fewness of the
missionaries now in the land.  Whether
we are inclined to rejoice at or deplore
the fact. 1 think the spread of Christianity
is inevitable.™ 1t should be borne in
wind that this comsul is writing as a man |
of business.  He adds, **'The remark-

"able progress the spirit of Christianity has ’
lately been making in thid province will,
I think. in future vears have 2 most bene- !
ficial cffect on trade.” !

-Dean Stanley preached. in West- |
minster Abbey. on Sumday afternoon,
" Feb. 8th, one of his most characteristic
_discourses, in connection with the death
i of Thomas Carlyle.  In closing he sud :
I “From the silence of the Eternities

;of which he so often spoke, there still
csounds. and will long sound, the tones
of that marvellous voice.  let us take
one tender expression, written but three
or four years ago one plintive yet
manful thought that has not yet reached
’thc public eye. *Three nights ago,
y stepping out after mudnight and looking
Yup at the stars, which were clear and
numerous, it struch mce with a strange
new kind of feeling.  *In a little while
I shall have scen you also for the last
“time. (God Almiglity’s own Theatre of
"Tmmensity, the Infinite* made palpable
~and visible to me. “That also will be,
' closed, flung to in my face, and T shall,
never behold it any more.” “The thought |
of this cternal deprivation” was sad and |
painful to me.  And then a second feel-
ing rose in me:  What if Omnipotence, !
that has developed in me those picties, |
those reverences, and  infinite affections,
should certainly have said, “Yes, poor
mortals, such of you as have gone so far
shall be permitted to go further. Hope 5
despair not, God's will, God's will, not
ours, be done’ Yes; God’s will, not

, in London.

R ' .
He had four others brought to I has outgrown that, and is now held iny ours, be done. * T'he Lord gave, and

.

the Lord hath taken away.

—The latest statistics on the question
of the comparative numbers of the Non-
conformists and the adherents of the Es-
tablished Church in England aie to be
found i Mr. G. P. Bevan’s Stetistical At-
las of England, Scotland and Ireland. the
first part of wluich has just Leen vsued
It states in reference to that
<ty and s suburbs that there are 5oz
metropolitan and 409 subrrban places of
worship belonging to the ! hurch of Eng.
land, gt1 in all; and 647 metropolitan

 and 423 suburban belonging to Protes-

tant Nonconforinists, 1,070 mall. There
are 47 metropolitan and 56 suburban be-
longing to the Roman Cathylics, 103 in
all. Thus Noncunformists outnumber
those of the Establishmentby 159, and
outnumber thuse of the Establishment
and the Roman Catholics together by 36.

['he business man who 1s tnchined to
croak because so much money from this

_country is spent fur missionary work in

heathen lands ought to hide his face in
shame after learning the facts in the case
as brought out by Rev. George Hood
of Minneapolis in the February Foreien
Missionary.  For example, the trade be-
tween Boston and the Sindwich Islands
for the year ending in june, 1879, was
$125,3535, the profits of which at twelve
and a half per cent. would amount to
$15,669, while the amount furnished by
the American Board to the Hawaiian
missions that year was but $6,023. Tak-
ing the whole country for thit year the
official figures at Washington -how that
for cvery dollar expended on that mission
there was received back in the Uniteld
States in the way of trade $1135.  “This is
only a single iliustration of the com-
mercial value of missions,  Wherever the
missionary goes in heathen lands he is
the best possible commercaial traveler.
Fven in the dark places of Africa about
the tirst thing the natve wants on taking
a step upward is a shirt, and the shirt in
almost every case is the begimning of a

| long and perpetual train of wants and

necessities created by mission work

“The * Society of Friends™ is earnest-
Iy bestirring itself in respect to the tem-
perance question. At a large Quarterly
Meeting in the North of England, the
other day. Mr. David Tatum, a munister
from Cleveland, Ohio, delivered a stirring
address of more than an hour. in which
he argued that the grace of God was in-
suffirient to effect the great work of tem-
perance reformr by efforts whivh were
bascd on common sense.  In Amenica,
he reminded  his  hearers, that while
churches and chapels aimed at the work
three hours or so a week, the hquor-
shops were working fiftcen hours out of
twenty-four.  The moral endeacors of
the churches were, in his opinion, inade-
quate: the principle of local option was
indispensable. He illustrated his mean-
ing by relating an incident he had lately
met with while staying at the house of a
friend. ‘The house was suddenly flooded
with water, and the screaming maids
were discovered by the master attenpt-
ing to mop ‘t up and brush it back with
brooms.  He soon comprehended the
cause, and went quickly upstairs and
turned off the tap in the bathroom from
whence the water, having overflowed the
bath, had run down the back stairs into
the kitchen. Then he went back and
showed the servants what a tiopeless task
they had set themselves till the cause of
the mischief was stopped.



