
,onviction was therefore forced upon. us that the guard hiad been loft
>ehind. He wvas not on the ongino, or hoe iould have stopped tli
xrain lieo was not on luis way to it, or ive should have been able tc
;ee him by the liglit of the side lampa of tlue train ; and hie ivas flot
in thý van, or luis door would have been sijut, and his brakE
vigoroùisIy applied long ere this, and of that thero w*as not th(
3lightest indication.

Ours wus itrly an awful position. Passengers iii a ranaway train,
on a black and niooniless niglut, and withi neither engine-driver oi
guard, to help us!

The Middleshaan and Dillmnouth rail-way ),vas about t.wonty-two nii1et
long, and thiere were four intermediate stations-Ackridge, Durton,
Felton and Ifcombe,-between the two termini. Two of these
itations were passed, and we lhad therefore ruui about hiaif of the
listance. We had been fifteen minutes in doing one-haif, and 'would
niost probably do the rest of the journey i lessotime than that. À
miserably short tinie to save so many lives; but somothing mnust bE
done. I ivas an employé of the immense railway concern, of whicI
the Middlesham and Dillnioutli ias but a brancli. I hiave used th(
3ounding word employé, but the simple faot wvas that I ivas a relie.
clerk, and that I ivas at that very time on my iway to Ifcombe to tak(
the place of the station-master, whio ivas thon' seriousl 'y il and unabk(
te attend to, his duties. I was very often called te this partieulai
kind of daty, and hiad, in consequence, acquired a very tiiorougli anc'
practical acquaintance with the outside ivork of a railivay.

'I would try to reach the engine by walkig along the platform oi
the carniages. My mind hiad been made up to that long ago, foi
through my unenviable experiences of railway accidents, I had goi
into the unconscieus habit of foming a cnurso of action for niysel.
for almost any eventuality -%Yiiech could turn up. I had, besidles
known of two cases of runawvay trains. In both cases tho stops ol
the carrnages )Yere -,3ed as the means of communication ivith th(
engine. In the first case successfully, but in a second, t ho guard waE
smashed against a signal-post in swing ing from ouîe door-handle te th(~
next, and the trai itself wvent tearing on until it came te th(
terminus, where it tore up the buffers, and was finally deposited ià
fragments about the platform and the first-class refreshment room
Fortunately it was an empty train and late at niight, se that no OflE
was injured. except the engine-dniver, who broke his le,(, i jumpn
from'the engine, when lie found ho could not sto.2, it ; and the guarc
who was killed. The other case was that of a train which seemee
certain to come in collision with anotiier at a level crossing. ThE
drivers put on their engines at full specd and jumped off. Alinost
by a nmiracle there was no collision, and thne train 'went on without any
one to check it. As it happened, the guard had seen tho danger,
and had also seen the twvo mnen jump off' the engrine, so that when the
ciossing was safely passed, ho made the best .of his way along the


