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For Cod ani fer Reome 1" site cried
enth usine ticall]y, as alto pinned a tiuy
crnase ozthe lr,'st cf a tal, stalwurt
youth whe looked te the het a dvan
toge in the uniforni o! a Papal volun.
teer.

.IFar Ccd, for Renie, and for the
Pope king 1" sire added in that sweet
Ttiscanta ngue, %vbicb rang over tho
Piazza liko tira chinue cf a silver bell.
Ilundreda c! the Popesa soldiers. some
o! whom wre vettrars, vhose faces
had been brouzed by the bot 8authern
sun, and prematurely furrowed by the
toillt and privations cf many a forced
murch and tIre bunt and anxiety cf
mary a battie, were guthered in tIre
Piazza of St. Peter's, Rome, nWaitinz
endors te fuIl into uine for the defencs
of tIra City.

"1Prny, who le that enthueiustic
litile girl 1" asked a zuave c! oeeof
the Pepe's guards ; Ilhew hand8pme
she ie I If sIre %ere in France sbe
would moakean excellent cantiîîiere."è

IlEverybody bere knows lier," ex-
clainied the guard, leoking uit the girl
with ev-dpnt admiration. "«HIer naore
is Paola Rudini. Ever hince sire was
a child in bib and tucker, shbrasu lived
in thie locality, and ia a favorite witb
everybody-sbe is se amiable anid se
good !"

".And ho in the cavalier te whcm
sIre insepenk-ing 1"

IWeIl, ha is a certain Giovanni
Cavalleti, a young artiet by profession,
ta whotn she le betrotbed. Pîrola is
prend cf hi. Yen cari see it in ber
face that lite is-car yeunontl Other
warren partinîg with levers wbc ara
going te tIre battle-fleld, and whom
tbey may neyer see again, binhier and
whmnt' a geod deal. Thcy sametimes
aven became bystericai; but Paola in
madeocf sterner stuif, I tel yen. She
lsan brave and intrepid littin girl-le
Paola. Atid witb ail that tIrera le ne
more wonianly beart ini all Reome thon
hars. -ca ."'

"«Faîl inta uine! Present urms t"
shouted tire conmander's voice, and
ail tIre eeldien- formred intoaut once oe
conîpte battalion on whose sernied
ranke thre autiima sun shona briiartlv
down, reflecting its geld raya on thpir
bumnisbed belmets and gieaming scab-ý
bards.

.As they marcbed with miitary pro.
cision in the direction of tire aid forti-
fications, raisirig rcraelf te ber full
haight in tire crowd cf spectatars,
nodded tarewc'ii te ber lover, wvho
enriled n cordial ackriowîedgment in
returri.

Mearwhile the groupe cf civilians,
most!y aged men, wbe conld Ire cf ne
use in tire prescrit crisia, wavcd tIrir
bats iri the air and cbeered the depart-
ing soidiers.

IlMay the Madonna guard your
bannerat" exclainîeo re. I"Long live
tire Pcpe-kinig!" shotited anotrer t"
IlDown with Victor Emimanuel!1" eja-
culated a tirird.

And tire cries wcre taken up and
repeated tili tire square in front o! tIra
church rang vith their echoes, as tira
multitude swayed hithor and tbitber
around the fountain, and at tire base
of tire big Egyptian obelisk that iookod
dewri on tire scoeo ith a mute
grandeur peculiariy ita cwn. Women,
woaring variegated bendgcars, and
bolding 'Rosary bonds in their banda,
stood under the colonnades invoking
tire berediction of Heaven an the de-
fondera cf tirirIonie&.

%Vbori the soldiers bad disapppaTed
an tho othor aide cf tIre castia cf St.
Angele, and tle crowd had dispersed,
Puola cntered the catiredrai, and knelt
for sman time in prayer befare an altar
in ane o! the aide chapela. A solen
silence reigned tirronghi li and tron-
scept, contrating vividly with thre
clamer cf thre excitcd crcwd that had

but a feov moments provicuely made
the 'veikin ring on tho square outaido
witlh its entlrusiastic plauditii.

In front of tho bigli aitar whioh
glenuied rich witb gold and lapie lazuli,
thbj ancred laumps lay burning around
tho niarble balustrade, beneatb 'vlich
wu gsituatod the tolub of the apostîe.
The massive roof of atucco overlieud
seemed te the tmaiden, as slie gazod
upward, a vision of perfect lovlinessu;
wbile the statues of saints, icoking
frein thecir niches on te side walle,
tteeîued ta lier te bc sentinels wbo kept
watcb and ward over the Lloly of
[flies. Sho glided uoiseoasly froni
the chapel up the aisle, and having
kneit for a moment in front of the
bronze figure of St. Peter, sbé, loft the
basilica, and panetrated inta ac of
the quaint. narrow streets that are ta
be found in the vicinity of the Vatican.

Her step was light and graceful as
that of a fawn. There were ne traces
cf tears on the long laithes of those
dark oyes, large, round, and liquid,
but witb the light of innocence, fuli of
candor, and haliowed witb a certain
snytic gleani that spoke the innate
hoiiness cf ber hbort. lier jet black
tresses wcre hall covercd with a Btriped
red kerchief, ber Sun brown features
wero ruddy with the hue of health,
ani hnr riet, trim i liure was a model
of perfection.

On one cf the aide waiis of the
narrow street inta whicliî shepene.
trated wau a niche containing a etatue
cf the MINadonna holding in ber arme
the chld Christ. Theo î3gures were
froni an artietic point cf view unpre.
tenticue and ordinary. The dlay wus
rough and uneven, and the rain, and
Tramontans winds, tbet swept. down
from the Aibaxi bills in tho winter and
early spring-time, badl given it a
weather beaten appearance ; but it
was ail the more dear an thut account
ta Paola, who out cf ber own little
earnings ns a seamstresa purchased
regularly, week after 'week, the cil
that fed tbe Inmp wbich wns perpetu.
ally burning at the Virgin'a feet.
Every morning, going ta ber work, abc
would murmur a fervent "Ave.NMaria"
ne she bowed ta the statue, and the sane
reverence wau paid it by ber on her
roturri howe in the oveuing. Sho
lived close by in an attie on the sixtb
floar cf a tenemnent.

Paola badl at this tume neither father
nor xnother. Her earliest recollections
went back te a pictureeqîxe little bain-
let on the banks cf the Arno where
the turquoise sky of T'îscany shimmer-
ed over ber bead, and a sward cf the
richest exnerald lay ait ber feet. She
reniembered bow, wben a noeacbild,
she ueed te ppeu the heurs away.
gszing dreamily on tho wide canopy cf
heaven ; creating in imagination se
niany battalione cf arincd knfghts out
cf the occasional fleecy clouds that
used te assume vcry fantastic shapes
on the webtern horizon, particularly at
suinset; seeing tho glitter cf angpls'
wings in the golden suiýsine ; hêaring
the înystic voices of cheruba in the iow,
sweeot zephyrs that played as on an
iFolian barp t.brougb the blossoming
muiberry graves ; listening with a rapt
and infinite wondcr ta tho rustling cf
the vine ]eave& on tho hili-side, and
the swish cf the rushing riv~er as it
half dived its way along the valley,
under tho wild flowers that bloomed in
profusion an its banka. Tbe piping cf
the abepberd'a reed in the dira twiligbt
broke, betimes, on her earp, like the
sbrili cry cf a beavpnlv choir. The
roses that grow in such beanty by her
aid bomestead, the ivy that sbltered
its wafl, the balmy fragrance cf the
air, impresssed ber with a keen sensa cf
plensuro and dlight A obild cf
nature, aho actunlly reveflcd in mature's
choicest treasurea.

Thero wne, however, a rude awalron.
ing froin the Juliet day'drouxn. Sorne-
wbat bazily ahe remnemberedl ber
mether, a fragile.. delicata WOMaii, the
widow cf Carie Rudini, who had dicd
a month or s0 before little Paola was

hera. After ber busband's deatb,
Paolo's mother did bier boat te make a
living eut cf thre vinoyard. Fortune
fnvored her tho first year, but owing
tu ber want cf practical knowledge cf
vine dressing the second year's crop
wns a failtire. A luboror, wbo was
famnorly in the empioy cf CarIe
Rudini, came Meong about thie tirne,
anîd after aonur weekse asily induced ber
te become bis wife', for te puer woman
wes quito helpîcas te look af ter ber pro-
perty, and Ricardo Rienzl-suoh was
thre rame cf ber second husband-was
a skilled band ini taking caro cf the
vines. That was, hewever, bis en7y
good quality. Once ho hait become
the master cf %vbat was once the
Rudini farmstead, hlie howed buse!!
in bis truc coInrp. Ho was a big,
brawny brute. His features were red
and blotched, duo te the copious lib.i.
tiens in whicli ho used ta indulgo;
and bis munners we as unccuth nas
thoseocf any denizen cf the city a!unle,
in the purliens cf whicb ho had spent
the carly years o! bis life.

Ho maltreatcd bis dolicate wife tu
sucb an extent that she sickened and
died -. and ho afcorwards tnrned bis
rage on bis step-daugbter, wbo, bow-
ever, being of quite a ccntrary tempera
nient ta that cf ber mother, rebeiled
agaiust binu, and eventually fled front
the Tuscan vineyard, and walked on
foot ta Renie.Tbejouraey took ber
two menthe to, accompisb, and ehe
received kindly shelter and gced, plain
food ut the varions bouses aloDg the
rouite.

She was twelve years oid juet then.
A gccd and charitable lady, a cousin
cf ber mother's, took charge cf the
cbild, and taugbt ber a trade-that cf
a seanstres-in wbîch she was earri-
ing a livelihood at the tume this stery
opens. Ail Paola'a s8pare moments
sirîce ber arrivaItiin ioe wero spent
in the Basilica cf St. Peoter's, or in
bringing ait and flowera te the base cf
the statue cf the Madonna in oeaof
the, neigbering streets. She sean
became se well known tu the sacristan
and the other oficials cf te cbnrch
that ut the fornier's suggestion thoy,
by unanious consent, caîled her a
técbild cf the linsilica."

il.
Thoso were dark days for Pins IX.

and the govcarament cf thE, Church.
The French garrison, 'wich had been
the oniy bulwark cf the temporal
power cf the Pope against tIr ene-
croacbmentz and intrigues cf King
VictorEmmanual. was withdrawn frein
Renie. TISe Papal authorities had,
awin g ta this perfidicue corduet cf
Bonaparte, ta fall back un their ewn
rescurces, wbich, cf conre, proved
utterly inadequate ta cope with tihe
overwbeiniing farces commanded by
the usurping Piedmontese. Thre con-
flict was brie!, but sharp. Despite tIre
daring attitude and brave, intrepid
canduct cf the Pape's troope, Roei
was captnred by Victor EmmanuePe,
soidiers, and thus the capital cf Chris
tiunity waharrdod over tu nmen 'wbe
bad ne respect for religion cf any kind,
and wbe inimediatoly camnienced tu
put their theories inte pratice by exer-
cising a fierce despotism ever tIre Cath-
olica of the City, and by iovelling ta the
grourd mary cf its prondest Ohrist.isri
niemorjals.

On thre evening after the entry o!
Victor Emmanuel'à troops into Raome,
Paota, ad at heart, loft SLt. ceu,
and snbseqnently gathered a bouquet
af roses ta iay at the feet of the
Madonna. She hnd just Lwined the
ilowera round tIre pedestal in the niche,
and was about te offer up her urinai
evening prayer ta 0ur Lady, wben sirc
saw a group cf men staggezing down
the laneway in ber direction.

IlQentadini Il, shoutcd anc o! the
group 'who seemed ta have lubossuetrol
cf bis legs tban axry etber cf bis cern
parions, and wbe upahce in thick
guttural accent&, Ilcontadini, sec yen
that monument cf superstition yonder 1

Suppose We go anrd sond that Madonna'.
statue shivoring inte atomne te the
grouird 1IVvy il re 1 \WC are ail
soldiers cf the King-are we net?-
and we cari do juet as we please,"1 ho
coutinued, looking stupidly nt bis
frierds, who did net appear e auxicus
as h1 a wusta outrage a iuernoriai te thre
Mother of God.

No niatter howv urti-religious the
Italian revclutionist may bel thoeoji
ntili a sentiment of respect for tîte
Virgin lurking sowbevhro in anei cf the
nooke or cornera cf bis bleuir ard
desoînte heurt.

Thte mon turned pale on boaring the
abominable suggestion cf their cern.
rude. Their féear wue, however cnly
niomentary. Tho few score of bettbea
cf white winc which they bad enptied
at a neigbboring trattoria serne short
time previousiy, bsd mcunted te their
heade, infianiing their m-nrst passions,
and letting loose thut insane and
bigcted hatred of everything that re-
mirded tîron cf Christ and IHie Chu rch.

MUreever, their chie!, in the shape
cf tIre tempttr, was still shonting ini
their cuas:

"IAre yen cowards-yan others 1
Yen whe have driven Pic Nona's
battalionn fron tIre walls e! Roei-
you wbo scattered the Papal Zoulaves
befare yen, nastIra tempei;tuous Tra.
miontano sctters tîte ciraf froni the
nieadaws-are yau-are yen, I Eay, go.
ing te lot ait your courage ozaeout
tbrough the pores of yonr caitifi heuis
at sigbting a niere a tute off ay i
Ah 1 if Garibaldi could onby see yen
now, Irow he wonld curEe yen for
peltroori Well, if You will net de
the job, dcntadini niy faith 1 I muet
only do it mysolf !'

lis invective lasbed tîren witb ail
thu stinging force cf a knotted whip.
Their eyee glared like those cf wild
animais in quet o! their proy, their
bande were clenched in angor, and
their voices rang uproarionsly thrcugh
the %vinding iaraway:

"We are with you, Ricardo !Il
Witb yon te tire death, Ricardo 11

"Long live the King, and downi
with the Pape and hie Church 1"

Staggering up te tire wail f romi wiich
tire statue, lit witb an citlalmp and
declced witb flowers, everlooked tIre
street, tirey indulged in a peu' cf brutal
]aughter prier te making an assaulncr
the memorial.

The mani called Ricardo, a tail, rougir,
bereulearn monster, drew tIre sword
froni it8 scabbard, exclaiming in nieck.
heraic accents:

IlWith tVais blade shall 1 amy ber 1
Word cf ironor, 1 saall1"

IlYen shall net 1" cried a sIrrilI voice,
that cf a girl wbose presen.e bad ow-
ing t tIre densedarknessof tIre ovening,
escaped the attention cf Ricardo and
Iris finonde. In the yeibow, flickering
iight cf tIre oit Ianip tint lay at the
Mladorira'e font they saw the lithe,
aiendar ferra, the resolute face, and tIre
gleaming dark ersos f the child cf tire
Basilica. She staad witb fcided arme
bofore bum, prend and dignifled au a
daughter cf the Vikings.

At sigit cf thre determined girl tirey
awoke frora their snmi-dmanken stuper.
Her audacity teck their breath awny.

Ricardo, however, wus thre first te
speak.

IlWho are yen, womu T,1 ho aeked;
"wbat right Ire ayen te interfere with

the King's troope ini their destruction
of yonder statue?1 If yen do net
answer me nt once thie blade shahl
pierce ycur bosoni."

Ile held the point o! ii sword ta
ber breast as ho spok-e. .Not a nrra
nicvod in tIre gir's face SIre iookod
at tire big, bnrly soldiez' with the cari.
tcnipt of a noble wcniar whe defles
and despisesanay or orcry punighmcrit
sabe zight suifer for thre principles
wbich bcrecherishes.

IlLower that sword, and thon I wilI
ancwer you J" sare exclainied ; Ilathor-
Wiseeuenmuet enly carry ont your
threat, if yen are cewardly eougb ta
do se."


