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stances of infancy wo should never have comprehended tho meaning of
such phrases as ¢ selfasacritico ” or *“dovotion.”  The phenomena of social
Jifo wonld have been omitted from the history of the world, and with
them the phenamena of othics and of religion,

The social instincts acquired by man for tho good of the community will
from the tirst have given to hiln some wish to atd his fellows, somo feeling
of sympathy, and have compelled him to regard their approbation and dis-
approbation. But as man gradually advanced in intellectual power, and
was cnabled to trace the remoto consequences of his actions ; as he
acqmred suflicient knowledge to reject bauneful customs and superatitions ;
as he regarded more and more, not only the welfare, but the happness, of
his fellow.men 5 as from habit, f>lowitg on benetiaal expertence, instruc.
tions, and example, his sympathics became moro tender aud widely diffused,
extending to men of all races, to the imbeeile, maimed, and other uscless
members of society, and finally to the lower animals,—so would the
standand of his morality rira higher aud higher. As a struggle may
sometimes Le ecen going on between the various instincts of the
lower animals, it is uot rurprising that there should be a struggle in
man between his social instincts, with their derived virtues, and his
lower, though momentarily stronger, impulses or desires. Looking to
future generations, there is no cause to fear that the secial instincts will
grow weaker, and we may _expect that virtuous habits will grow stronger,
becaming perhaps fixed by inberitance,  In this caze, the strugle between
our higher and lower hmpulses will be less severe, and virtue will be
triumphant.

SExvAL SELECTION AND Max. —Sexual selection has, probably, been an
important facterin the evolution of man. The rexual struggle is of two
kinds ; in the one it is between individuals of the same sex, generally tho
males, in arder fo drive away or kill their rivals, the females remaining
passive ; whilst in the other, the struggle is likewiso between the indi-
viduals of the same sex, in onder to excito or charm those of tho opposite
8eX, generally the females which no longer remain passive, but sclect the
more agrecable partners. It scems almost certain, that, if the individuals
of onc sex were duriug a Jong scrics of generations to prefer pairing with
certain individualz of the other sex,” chamcterized in sotne peculiar
manuer, the offspring would slowly but surely becomw modified in the
same manner. . We may caleulate that the greater size, strength, courage,
purnacity, and energy of wan, in comparison with woman, were acquired
duripgz primeval times, and have subscgquently been augmesnted, chicly
tarough the contests of the rival males for the posseassion of females.
The greater intelliectual vigor and power of invention in maxn is probably
due to uatural sclection, combined with the inherited effects of habit 3 for
the most able men will have succeeded best m defending aud provading for
thenselves aud for their wites and offapeing,  As far as we can judge, it
appears that our male ape-hike progenitors acguired their beands as an
ornament to chznn or excite the opposite sex, and transmitted them ouly
to their malo offspring. The lauales apparcntly fitst ha their Lodics
denuded of hair, also as a gexual emament, but they transtmtted tlas
chamcter alnmost oqually to both sexes. It is not imprabable that the
females were madificd in other respects for the same purpose and by the
samc means ; g0 that wemen have acquired sweeter veices and became
more beautiful than men Mr Tarwin concludes that of all tho causes
which have Jod ta tho differences in external appearances between tho
taces of moan, and to a certam extant Letween man awd the larger
animalg, sexual sclection has been the most cfficient.

< Missive Lnks.”—The great break in the organic chain between man
and his ncarest allice, which cannot bo bridged ever by an extiuct or living
apecien, has often bect, advanewd as a grave objection to the belicf that
man is descenled fram some lower corm ; bt this ehjection has really
Little weight.  Sir Chaa. Lyell hasshown that, in all the vertehrate classes,
the discovery of fossil remains has licen a very slow and fortuitous pmcess,
Nor ahwulil @& be forgntten that these regions which are the most likely to
afford remains councetiog wman with same cxtinct ape-like creature, has
not an yet been cxploral by geclogists.  Asia or Africs, or both, in all
probability, cstituted the pnmeval home of carly man ; hienee in the
thase countiics, and in thase enly, is 3t Jikely that any reconls of our semi-
haman anoestors exist, of w1l ever be dincovered. Batno portion of those
cnntinents have, a3 yeb, been explared for fossils of primitive wan, or of
the types and specics snterior to man ; consequently, nonc have cver been
brought to light,

SUTRENAY oF MaN.~Man has not enly visen superior $0 natural
sclection himaelf. but hic 1 actually able tn take away sume of that power
from nature whivh before Ina appearance she universally cxerctsed, We
can antwipate the tiune when the earth will produce ouly cultivated planta
aud damestic ammals ; when maw'e s-lecticn ahall have supplanted natural
sclection ; and when the eecan will be the only domam in which that
power can beexertol, which {7 countles eycles of ages ruled supreme
over all tho earth. UM it be envpuund, whether man ton st chauge in
form, and beewrne develped into romie othier animal, as different from his
present sclf ashe is frem the gonlla or chimpanzee, the cvident reply is,
that xuch will net be tha case 3 fur no change of conditinns is concavable,
which will render any impertant alteration of his form and organization =0
univemally utcful and nevesary Lo hun asto give thase possessing it always
the best chianco of surviving, aul thus Jad to the development of anew
apecies, penus, ot higher gonp of man. We know t}lat far greater
changes of cvnditions and ol Lis entire enviroument have beon tndergunn
by man than any other highly erganized animal covld aurvivo unchanged,
azd havo becn mot by menlal, not corporeal adaptation. The differonco of

habits, of food, clothing, weapons, aud eucinivs, betweon savaze and
civilized mau, is enormons.  Difference in bodily form and structure there
is practicably none, except a slight increased size of brain, corresponding
to his higher mental dovolopmeut. Wo lhave every reason te belteve,
then, that man may have cxisted aud may continue to exist, throngh
scrivs of geological epocha which shall sco all other forma of animal hiy
again and azain changed ; whiloho himself remains uuchanged, excent as
regards the head and facs, an immediately connected with the ergan of the
mind, aud as being the medium of expressing the most refined emotions of
his nature. 1In the future of tho human raco it must inovitably follow,
that the higher—the more intellectual and moral —must displace tho lower
and more degraded races ; and tho power of natural selectiun, still acting
on his mental orgamzation, must ever lead to the more perfect adaptation
of man’s higher faculties to tho conditions of surrounding nature, and to
the exigencies of the social state.  \While lis external form will probabty
ever remain unchanged, except in the development of that perfect beauty
which results from a healthy and well-organized boidy, refined and ennobled
by the highest intellectual faculties and sympathetic ewotiona, his inental
constitution may continue to advance and improve, till the world i
iuhabited by a single nearly homogenvous race, no individual of which will
bo inferior to the noblest specimen of existing humanity.

Our progress towards such a result is very slow, but it still ia a progress,
Degpite the fact, that, among civilized nations of the present day, 1t i3 tha
mediocre, if not the low, both as regands morality and intelligenee, why
succeed best i life and multiply fastest, thero is yet an advance-—on the
whole a steady and permanent one—both in influence on public opinivn of
a high morality, au.{ in the general desire for intellectual elevation,

Fonrr Leaviswonrta, Kaxsas.

WE casxor forbear to express our cordial and sincere admir.
ation of these words of the Torounto Freethonght Journal for Feb-
raary, respecting ¢ Clerical Scandals”: ¢ Wo have received
numerous communications giving detailed accounts of the misdo-
ings of ministers of the ‘gospel’ and other prominent members of
Christian churches who bavo strayed from the path of virtue,
We havo consigned all such communications to the ‘waste-basket,
and, so far ag the Journal is concerned, to oblivion. Such de
scriptions are necessarly coarse and vulgar, and we shall continue
to rigidly cxclude them from omr pages.  Apart from theiv coarse:
ness, however, wo object to giving such scandal prominence.
Christians claim that their religion makes them better, moro virtu-
ous and honest than they could possibly bo without #it. 1y care
fully nothing and giving prominence to cvery christian’s “fall from
grace’ we acknowledgo that their assertions aro truo; that their
Christianity ought to make them b-tter than other men ; that they
ousls to stand on a higher moral plane than their neighbors ; that
had they lived in accordance with the teachings of tho Bills they
could not bave erved ; and thut consequently it was the dss of
their religion which oceasioned their fall. -\ man cannot_fall un-
less hie isupon an clevation, unless he accupics a more or less loity
position {o fall from.  Wo aro not dispesed, even by implication,
to wake such an acknowledgment.”  In such sentiments as these
evory lofty-minded liberal must take anfeigned delight. They put
to shamo the vile disposition which gloats trinmphantly over
“ clerical scandals."—Boston Jndex.

T'he Freethought Juurnal.—The freothinkers have resolved to
pubnsh their Journal monthly instead of weekly ae at first inttend-
ed.  In the February number now Lefore us, under the head of
“ Ciericalj Scandul,” the Juurna! says :—* Wo havo reccived nu-
nicrous communications giving detailed accounts of the wisdoings
of ministers of the ‘gospel’ and other prominent members of
cliristian churchies who havo strayed from the paths of virtur.
We have consigned all such communications to tho ‘waste-basket’
and, so far as tho Jouraal is concerned, to «blivion. Such de
seriptions aro necessarly coarse and valgar, and  we shall continue
to rigidly exclude them from our pages.  Apart frem their coarse
ness, however, wo oljeet to giving such scandal prominence.” In
view of the recent number of such social scandals, and the promi.
nence given them by the press of America and the Dominion and
the injurious cffects tho publications have upon the community
tho Journal deserves the thanks of its readers for its woral lesson,
and the magniuimous coarso pursucd by vefusing publicity to
thesn scandals, instead of secking tho advantage of professing
Christiaus through their erring mewbers, speaks well for tho high
tono of its promoters and editors.—Necws, L'Original,



