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former its most decided opponent, and whoso great work, the ‘
Reqnz Aaimal, is to this duy the stronghold of those who cling to
the dualistic coneeption of nature, and the immutability of species.

So much ihen of Gouthe, the scientist, as wo have seen, places
him in oven line with the Darwing a:d Haeckels of tho present
day, and strengthens our footing with thoso on that nsw philo-
sopbical road, which, bo it a valley of Baca, or veritablo kings
bighwsy, is now our only road. .

To be tho author of a new dispensation, however, requires
universality of genius or endowment, and iv way well bo asked, in
what other respects Goothe has a claim to bo regarded as the i
“Redeemer of His time,” to uso another of our old Hero |
Worshipper's types.  What message of salvaticn has this nwun for |
us?  He comes not in sorraw, nor labor, nor tears.  He wears no
mnrtyr's crown, or garments rolled in blood, n+ root out of a dry
ground is he, but a laughterloving Rhinclander, with Hyperion's
cvrls, and -the front of jove himself, the scandal of modern
Young Mea's Christian Associations, sunday school teachers and
strait-laced old wowen of both sexes. To know Goethe we must i
kuow something of his life and times.

The literature of Germany is unique in this respoct, that it was
tho first that had its Lirth in an colightened age. It is a r~mark-
fact that the country to which wo aro indebtad for the art of
printing, the invention of gunpowder, aud the protestant religion,
the country of Capernicas and Kepler, of Luther and Leibinsky,
had to a compsritively reeent period no writer in ber own languago
kuown to the neighboring nations. In thy fabulous past, it is true, |
a national cpoch grew up, the Xiehelungen Lind, which fervent
patriotism has named tho Germau Iliad ; but it did not become
tho bible of tlLe nation, or the fruitful motier of a national
Iiterature like the Ilind. It was not until the new era dawned
upon France that the Germnan mind begen to ferment. Then
commenend & sccond German reformation, protestant as before, ‘
and quite as stirring &s in tho days of brother Martin, bLut the :
Germans had no nead to go so fir as the French, content witk the |
wit of Voltaire, and vagaries of Rosseay, they turned with disgust |
from tho culd and superficial atheism of Holbach. The first fifey |
years of the German rengissancs is eminently characteristic. A |
metaphysical passion aruso stronger thao had ever “wen known in
Europe. System succecded system with the rapidity of fashions |
and drese; tho philveophical publicstinns which flowed from the
press were as numerous as the political tracts of all the Yaris :
Cluks. Chaecs camo again, & weltering wreek of ancient faiths
and instituticns rushing to maddest ruin and ddirum. ’.l'i'zm«sl
aro tho times that make great men, the French required a !
Napoleon, the Germans a Goethe. '

Goctho wasbern on the 2%th of Angust, 1740. His father,Jobann |
Caspar Goethe, was the son of a Frank{ort tailor, tmt had raised |
hims~¥f to the dignity of an Imperial Counseller of his nudve |
city, and in 1748 marriad tho daughter of its chief wrgistrate.

The tather was 3 oo, pedantic man; the mother a simplo-
hearted, finctionats woman, excessively fond of her wonderful |
boy, for “we have been yonng tozether,” as sho was went to say.
* From my father,” bn tells uy, “ I derivo my franie and tho steady |
guidanco of my life, tnd from wy mother, my lappy dispositicn .l
ard leve of storytelling™  His early oducation was wholly
Jdomextic andd acquired in the company of his oaly sister, Comnelia, 1
of wlirn he was passionately fond,

In Lis seventeenth year he was sent Lo the Tnivenity of Lejpsic .

to study law, whore ho remained ndarly threo years, but had fo
give up Lis studies on account of sickness brovght on by dissipa-
tion and mental unrest. Thero is no doubt at all but it wis a
will timo, bis Leipsic career.  His youth, beauty, animal vigor,
and wonderful precosity medo bim the delight of every circle.
Small Lopo lay fur him in law itis to be feared. His illness kept
him at home for two years, during which he tried to be a good
boy, as well as orthodox, being greatly influenced by a certain
Fraulein vou Klettenberg, one of the sect of the pious Moravians,
long afterwards introduced to us as uns belle ame in meister.
His healih fully restored, it was decided he should finish bis cix-
riculum of jurisprudence, but, this time at Strazbourg, whither ho
went, and remained about a year and a balf, ending by taking a
doctor’s legres in law., But the Strasbourg period is ever memo-
rable for the love cposide with Frederica. In his nutobiography,
written in bis old age, he lingers long over this pretty story of his
first real Jove. He was n man thst loved much, not always
wiscly, and never too long, his mind ever on the stretch after cul-
ture sud towards new ideals outgrew his emotions, or transplanted
them to new objects, which for the timo being wero the glorified
creatures of his own imagination, rather thun themselves,

Goctke returned to Frankfort a very young doclor, with little
of tho doctor's gravity about him, still less of his ambition. There
was no strain of tho attorney in his compesition, none of the spe-
cies known to s Las over produced a Gotz Pon Berlichungen
which was the first occupation of our young doctor. Gotz, a kind
of German Robin Hood of the sixteenth century, was made inte-
resting be the mere lawlesoess of his life, at a timo-when to bo
lawless and rude, or anything but huwdrum, was the only repu-
tablo thing to be. It took amazingly. But now occars, doring a
brief sojourn in Wetslar that singular cpisodo in his history, ont
of which grow the most famous of his estly literary productions.
Ho is once more smitten, as to his oo susceptiblo heart by ooe
whe cannot return his love, probably tha only one who did not ;
Charlotte Buff by name. She is the afiianced of bis friend
Hestner, who knows of bis pascion, and, strango to say, remains
fricndly. But what a jcsition ! possiblo only with the Germans,
but with us hardly compreheasible.

This is *shat Hestaer himself says of the aflair, as rocorded by
Lewes: after describing his engugement to Charlotte, ho says,
‘She is not strictly & brilliznt beauty, according to tho common
opiticn—to me she is ono; sho i, notwitbstanding, tho fascinating
maiden «ho might have hosts of admirers, old and young, gravo
and gay, clevar and stapid.  But sho knows how to convines them
quicklr, that thei only safety must bo sought in flight or fricnd-
ship. Onc of thrse, e the most remarkable 1 will mention,
bocauso bo retuing an interest over us. A youth in yoars, bat
knowledgo and in tho developinnt of his mental powers and char
acler, already » men—an extraoninary genios and a man of
character was here—as his parents belcived, for the sake of study-
ing the law, but i fact to track the footsleys of naturo and trath
and to study Homer and Pindar.

Ho bad no need to study for the sake of a maintenanca, Qnito
by chance, afler he bad boen here suwio Gor, ho beegmo aoyusinted
with Loitchen, and saw in her his ideal »a08 of mind
suffered ; thero were many remarkable scenes in which L gpn's
behaviour heightened my regand for ber, and hs also becamo mors
procicns to mo as a friend ; bat I was often inwardly astonishd
that love can make such strange creatures cven of tho stronget



