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in the Son of God,» must know end ac-
knowledge him in each and all of these
offices ot his three-fold character.

8. But still favther, faith or beliet in
the Son of God includes also a cordial
and heartfelt acceptance of him as our
own dtvine prophet, priest and king. A
mere speculative assent to the truths of
Scriptare concerning Christ is not all
that is necessary to constitute saving faith.
In order to have saving-faith we must
not only credit the declarations ¢ Scrip-
ture regarding him, but must also cor-
dially &mbrace him as he is offered to us
in the Gospel, and as all our salvation
and all our desire. We must not only
believe that he is a prophet, but must
also receive him as our own great pro-
phet and teacher, and learn of him. We
mugt not only believe that he is a priest,
but must also receive him as our own
great High-priest and Intercessor. and
rest our hope of pardon and acceptance
on his atonement and on it alone. And
we must not only believe that he is the
King and Head of the church, but must
also receive him as our own great King,
and render a willing and cheerful obed-
ience to his laws. Al this is concluded
in saving-faith ; though indeed the recep-
tion of Christ as our great High priest,—
or, in other words, a reliance on the
merits of his atonement, forms the first
and principalidea ot saving faith. Hence
saving faith may be defined as—a per-
sonal and implicit relianee on the merits
of Christ &s the only ground on which the
sinner can hope to obtain pardon and ac-
ceptance with God!

We have now endeavoured to show in
what faith or belief in the Son of God
consists. And we have seen that it in-
cludes a knowledge and belief of what
the scriptures makeknown tons concern-
ing bim n his official and mediatorial
character; together with a cordial and
heart-felt acceptance of him as our ‘own
great prophet, priest and king.

II. Endeavour to point out some ot
those evidences or marks which as ap-
pears from the text, every true believer:
must in acertain degree, possess, and
by which he may be enabled *¢ ascertsin
the reality and genuineness of his faith.

Many of you have solemnly declaved
that you believe in the Saviour, and hap-
py indeed must it be for you if such is
the case. But are you really suve of it?
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This is & question which it were well
that each and all of you could answer
in the affirmative, with truth and can
dour. But some of you may ask, how
are we to know that of a truth, we have
believed in the son of God and obtained
alvation through his blood? Thisis as
question which many huve solved to
their own unspeakable comfort and
peace. And it isa question which you
too may solve for yourselves. For if
}y}ou believe in the son of God, you must
ave the witness in' yourselves that such
is the crse. We should then endeaiour
to point out the nature of that witiess
or evidence by which you may asver-
tain this.

1. If you believe in the Son ot God,”
Y01 must pessess a cerlain inward con-
sciousness that you do so. If you really
love any individusl you must be con-
scious of it. And it you hate any indi-
vidual, you must be conscious of it. In
like manner if you really believe in
Christ, and aceept of him personally as
your own Saviour, you must be consci-
ous that you do so;: for the acts of fuith
are such that we cannot perform them
without being sensible ofit. Yet mere
consciousness cannot of itself form an
unguestionable witness of the actual ex-
istenee ot saving faith ; for we know that
a spurious i3 often mistaken for genuine
faith. And this being the case, it is
evident thatif a man’s faith is ot the
spurious kind, his consciousness ean
testify to nothing more than the exist-
ence of that spuiious fiith. We must
therefore point out some other witness
or marks of a more determined char-
acter.

2.
God" vou must be conscious that s
and salulwry change has been wrought
upon your minds %y the enlightening,
renewing and sanctifying infinences ot
the Holy Spirit.
¢t For, says an Apostle, the spirit itself
beareth witness with otiv spirit, that we
are the childven of God.” Now whbat is
the witness here signified? Is it some
secret Whisper or suggestion who the
Holy Spirit makes in the ear of the mind,
and ot who we can give no farther ac-~
count than that we feel it and believe it
to be for heaven? Gr is it some sudden
omotion of inward joy wnd complacency
—some suddon feeling of absurangg aze:

If thew you * believe in the Son of
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