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ON THP UTILITY 0F O OTIS.

abundart proof of tilicuî'efficeonoy of poEticid
oatls, e hether taleni by tie people to thecir ruiers
or by tise rulers to flhe people."

It ie the duty of ail subjects to hear aliegi-
ance, to their rulers, and the anomnaly is g curi-
fins one, discnverabia no doot in ail societicq
of requiring a man to sa car to perforni that
duty, which hie not oniy ought to bo presuned,
but w hichi the very fact of his heing a subject
com-peLs him, to observe to bis Soveroigii.
Sonsowhat similar is the pccuiiarity rernarked
by a surprised Frenchuann of certain of our
Irish hrcthren joining together and agreeing to
be loy ai; agreoing to be what they ought to be,
agreoing to, do their duty, and thorefore consi-
doring theslves worthy of ail praise, as
faithFui obsorvers of politicai morality. Ordi-
nary civilians are flot caliod on to take the oath
of aliegiance, yet il behoves theni t0 be eqssally
as loyai as the soidiers who swe ar au oath,
whicts even when they hecar they hardly under-
stand.

(2.) Then as te the oatiis of fldelity in the
diseharge of public duties , they hav e nos er
stoppcd the uuworthy at the ti'reshol 1, and
the worthy did flot require tlsem, to quicken
their serse of duty. Such oaths seemn to hein
the nature of contracts, which inight bc entered
int iu a mariner much more satisfactory than
by on.bod1 ing them lu thoir prescrit formn.
With a writcr of the year 1831,, quotcd by the
Commissioners, it is oiy commnon s(rse te,
hoid hat-

" No moan should ever ha ealled on to promaise
to do wbat lie !S btind by flhc dulies of bis offie
to perforai, on tihe contrery, it should, in os ery
wav. ho doclared thiat every mon lias already
promsised to du hie duty hy tihe very acr of accept-
ing ofCire." *

There are two motives, or, to use a perhaps
more correct phrase, tic sanctions for thic oh-
servance of the ciass of oaths we are now con-
sidoring, natrneiy, the sanction of intereet and
the snction of religion. Now, if an eniighton-
cd self intorest does not impel to honesty in
the di ,charge of a duty, it is very questionahie
whethor tise religions sanction will secure
fitihtuiness in the office. The oatb will not
genorsote a conscience, and, where, this is want-
sng, happiniess bore or hereafter ceoses to
persuade, and Hell offers no torrors. Even a
tendecy to superstition, which wo too often
shanielessly encourage, can have no place in
one decoid of the moral seuse. WTosrdiy gain,
pro sent or prospective, le the sure reivard of
faithfuiness. But, it May ho said, a littie
wrong, scarcely possible of dotection, may ho
donc with advantage to the wrong-doer, and in
such case soif intorest inclines to the doing of
it. Th le proposition mnay ho quostioned ; but
admitting the for ce conteudod for, the moral
sense of right and wrong shouid ho potont 10
resist the temptation, and, if il ho not so, an
oatb cr.nnot strenigthon the weak conscience.
As te the sanctity of the oath (a phrase wbicb
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s scorcoly intelligible) in what does it corisist,
sinco tise practice le recognizod of takin" the
oath as a malter of forro, and disregarding its
whoio spirit? Oatbe and declarations token
by officors of the army against the pay meut of
mney for commisdsis tony ho nieo's:od ;
theso, bosvever, comînon decency ssbolished
sone years ago, and the Report peints ont
,orne other oaths w hich ivore, and arc, bLsken

nlot to ho observeod. Esxsts moU fromn whatever
point of view, an oath nmust ho fot5 nd flot to
possess in ibseif any sanction w iitever for tie
due observance of tie duty sscorn t0 ho f sisi-
fuliy performed.

2. Passing away frein outls of office Nwe
coulse prepared in soree ro i. n examina-
tion ofjudicial oaths, or thot citass of oashe to
the hroaking of wisich penalices are attachod
hy law.* A witness le sworrs in a Court of
Justice to tcll the whoie 'orutb ; should lie lie,
a temporal punishncent i s imposod on his hetrsg
fsund guiity of tie ofrence, an(d furthe-, say
the ciergy, hoe bas earried pmisrent hoereaftcr
for having laid peîjtsry to lus soul. W o shall
not stop to examine the feclirg of certaieb3 or
uncertînty as to tîsis latter rosvard, flhnt nis<
ho prescrnt to the mmiid of' ii wh'o sss.
faisely ; the question is riot one cf arsy imspor-
tance 10 the objeet aimed nt in this paper.

Stripped of theo legai satnction, this cl¶sss of
oaths is very situiiar 10 tisat ccc have ho 'n con-
sidering. Tt le every oiWes resi interest to
spetsk tise truth,t and shcuid aiv motiv is-
duce one to swerve frs'nn it the ooth bas no
clîarmn to prevers i f consrience be driid 10
the sncred cliaracter of trîsth iteif. If motiveo
and conscience ho actirsg in cosstrary directions
the repetition of rso fo'riîsula cons givo poivor t0
the latter. A lie is a lie on the street or on
" Chansge, as mnuch as i's a Court cf Justice,
and wlsy should ils uitteranco ho considered
more boissons in the one place than thes otsor ?
As great inte rests depend on tic isonest rlrul-
ing of man with misas on , pe'aking truiy lie-
fore a judgo and jury. But if we o xait trutli
in the one case by investing il with a sort of'
specially mode garment, of' nece.csity its posi-
lion in the othor case is ,iltered, and it becoonos
a loss crime 10 tell your nihlbour sncbh a
lie as may enricb you and impoverish hins
than to swear falsely 10 some insignificant fact
in a Court of Justice. A lie, we are in effect
toid, is not so had a thîng lu our every day
contracte, but lu a Court of *Justicoe issoise-
thing awfuliy wicked. Yet wbereiu loos tise
difference consist? A lie has heen told in the
prosonce of God as deiiherateiy in the osse
case as sn the otiser. But truthi bas received
in a Court of Justice a fictitions imuportance,

* With this cams tise CDomssion iras not concerned.

t Il beisig smore easy te tell the milst tisan a uc, souse
writers speak of a natuirel sanction for truols su inanin tise
it is smore isetursi or easy te draw upois the sicluwoy, tisas
thse iminagsstio n.

"From thse mnouth os' thiost egicgiosis. lier," says
Benthams, " trutii issuS liasve issuol a. is t one iiussdsed
tisses for onee usut wsitsl Ouicehe i hai titen ýts place."
(Ev 82,)


