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Trsu JUDIeîAL COMMIITTrEI OP '12111 PeRIVY CoUNI e.

puit it ont of Sight until ?oine tinte after-

lu1 the year 18238, Lonid, th 'n Mn. Broughant,
in a po ru pehin he Huu'es of Corumons,
pointeci out aniong other evils in ouir judiicial
systeiu thos" resultiiig fromi the imperféot cou-
stitution of the Court of Delegates, anti in Au-
gust '7, 1832, a statute ('2 & 3 W'ni. IV. caIp.
9t2,) enýtituleti " an Aet for Trausferring, the
pou ers of the Ilighi Court of Delega-,te'î both
in Ecclesiastical. anti Maritime Causes to his
Majecsty in Couneil" was passeti to renuedy
theni. This statute repcealed the Acts of Ilen-
ry ai-d Elizabeth, anti enactetI that frot Feb-
ruary 1, 1833, thle powers of the, Iligh Court
of DElogates shouli bc exereised by the king
iu coluici) ; anti that no conmiission of revîeîv
should be therefore granteti. At the time these

powrs -et trnrre tuthe"Xinig in cotir-
cil," tlîis body -foir it consisted oui3 of a por-
tion of tho Pivdy Counsil-forilîed a inot iin-
Portant Coiurt of Appeal. fit the lanuage of
Lord Birouîghaminu the speech ledyquoted,*
they dischaîgedl " as nioniontons dluties as auy
of the judges iu this country, having to dJeter-
mine îlot ouly upon question,, of co loii lavi
iu plantation rases, but aise to Sit as jutiges
lu the, bist resort of ail prize, causes. The
point,"' Mr. Broughamî w eut ou to say, ''to

Nu'hichl I more pîrticularly -address niy, aelf ou
ilîis hcad, is that they heatr and decide upon ail
ont planitation appeals. 'Ihey are thus madie
the supremoe judges lu the hast resort, over
every one of ont foreign settîcîncuts, wheîher
situated iii those immtense territories wbiulî
Yon possess in the cast, w here You and a tradl
inîg coiupany mile together over not less than
seventy lui ýlionis of subjects-or estabP'shed
among those rich and populous islaudls i the
Indlîi Ocean, and which fortu the great East-
ern Xrchipelago-and have thicir stations ii
those lands, part ljing within the tropies, pat-t
ly stretching tou ards the Pole, peopled by
var'ions castes, differiug w itely in habits, stili
muore n idcly lu privileges, great lu numbers,
abonding iu wealth, eitîemely uîîsettled inl
their notions ofright, aud excessivcly litigions,
lisi the chljdren of the Non'World are suppos-
ed to be, both froni their ph3 sical and political
conistittution. Ail this; hnmcrse j uriscdiction
over the rîghts of property anti person, over
rigbi-ts political anti legal, and overill questious
gi'owing ont; of so vast and varieti a province
is exorciseti by the Privy Couneil unaided anti
alour,." Appeals lu prize causes used to ho
hentid by " cer tainî perlons, inenîbers or the
PrivI' Conueil, togother witb others, beiug
judges and barons oif bis maýjesty>s Courts ot
Ilecorl lit Westminster,'' and the Judian andi
Colonial Appeals before a Coiiitee of bis
majesty's Pi ivy t'onncil, w ho used to malte a
report to bis rnajesty lu conuiii, wliecupou
the general judgnîent or dcterîîiinatiou used to
gîven hy lis tnajosty.t

*Sce Spoecehes et Reury Lt Bîrcohïti , Vol. Il., p
3i, L irnborgi. A4. andi C. Bhckr, lS:iii

& - l'o îiie, 3 & 4 Wtîlui. c %il

Thîs cetensiveý juîisclictioîî thus vestetlinl
the Privy Concil uas îîOt, as ruay lie suppos-
ed, 'tory satisfacîorily exercisel. Thbe Pi by
Council did not tbeîî, as uou', consist of inany
great lau'yers, and the feuw that theie were hat
other duties to di-'bargýe andi conlîl not attendî'
luo the Coîjucil. Causes oîf auy constitutiou'il
imuiportalice used tioubtless to receive a crent
dleal of attention, and u'cre soon tierided lu
favour of thle Il liowc'rs tltat be," but tht s" lu-
volviug puinuts cf lau'w it, froin lndii or tho
Colonies, moved ou i a ve ryslowi pace indeti
It ivas at last f'onud 1iecpssary to iînprove tbe
inachiîicry of the court, ani u'itb that vicew
Lord Brouighanî carrîcti tliî ocigli l1arliamieur a
measure w'bieb afteru unIs 'camne tflitc tît
3 & 4 Win. IV. c 41. 'Tbis Act ena1ctoi Il that
the preAicnt for the time le lu3 of his uîajestj 's
Privy Couneil, the Loi-c lfigh Châticcilor of
Great Britain for tue tinie hein", and sucti cf
the members of bis ilaetsPrivy Couu'il
as shall fioiu tinte to tune holti any oif the ol-
ces followilig-thtit 1i sa the office of' Lord
Keeper or First Lord C oïniciissiouer of'tilo
Gruea.t Seal of Great hlrlt,îiî, Lord Chief Justico.
or a Judge of the Court of Iliug's Bencb, Mas'
ter of the Rolis, Vice-Cliaucî'l1or of Bc i
Lord Chief Justice, or ,Jîîtge of the (<i t of
Coioui Pleai., Lord Chuier Baron or B'Jaron of
tbe Court of lixcheqtier, Juigle of thePro
ative Court of the Lordi Arclîbishîop oif Canieri-
bury, JudIge of the 111gb Court of Admnirait ' ,
and Chief .Jud1ge of the Court of Baýnkýrupicy, 'i
anti also ail peisoîls, iîiombers of lus îuaiest3's
Privy Cotîncil, u ho shall bave heen pre'siderits
tiiemeot; or field the office of Lord Chancellor
of Great I3ritaiu, or shahl have bol any of the
otiier offices berelubeforo mou tioued, shall forni
a eoîumittee of lis ije4cy's said Piivy Colin-
cil, antd shahl ho styleil the Judicial Comiittec
Xo the Privy Counceil ; provitied, nevertheless,
that it shahl ho lawful for lus majesty froîn
trme to titrne, as, and w'ben lie shall tliik lit,
by bis sigu manîîal, to appoint aili tîvo otlier
persons, heing Privy Couincillois, to e îuîneîrî
bers of the saiti Coiximittee." Aiîthority was
given to tlîe king te, refer ail inattei's ho, ui'lt
thiuk fit to the Judicial Couumitteç,, and to dii-
rect, by bis Ortier lu Counicil, tatapel
froni India aîîd the Colonies sbould hoý licîrd
by the Comînittee, and the Judlicial Corannttec
ivas provideti with ueces-ary powers to con-
stitute itaregular Court or Justice. By Ortiers
lu Couineil, dateti the 9th andi lttth days of
December, 1833, bis manjesty gave the nec-
sary directions.

The first inîeting of the Judicial Comiunîîee

't liss hav e ho 'n 'itlidc, hi it ci. 5,s. 24, the i ire-
Cinni hlors appointr in 1,10li c hat tl by îh 14
& 1, VOL t. e. 81, s. 1ta, tihe Joil i et the Courc t Appra,
un Cli, îîcry, l'y 201 & 21 \'ici. e. 77 115i, the Ji, ioo u
tonri t Prchcte. Asi te ra, uîic tii,î Chrîrcli i'iie

Ac, 1 ie4ic. iý 7, s. 11 ni t!hai Sîic lo ihai.tlc ho
hi ioli i li h i i iiors( liti Pro y Conni )îmi i

ie la i mh of ct h, J ollciai ol" iî illio o ,i i" appeaus ii
dr viii eru. Si> 3Mct'ilersonî,"- Prîî eo rthe àa lic
Ccîîîîîi-tc_ LffUIL Il. . liiit i, î;2. We aîe iîîi, i
to -i. v4aOcn laah boock toi îhe j atieu sti
t1i' suinýte ciedi ~L4î\v
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