
THE PRESI3YTERIAN RECORD.24

IHE'LATE CYRUS W. FIELD.

1.Y H[ENRY M. FIELD, D.D.

NE gofd man haos bst paSeds awy. It va li
NE of tue worlds beeara gretwad

-who projected anîd carricd out the ideil of ail
Atlantic telegraph cable. During the last few
yeýrs lie lias liad sore, sore, famîily trouble, but
now lie rests. The following is froni the pefi of
lus brother, Reîîry M. Field, editor of tlie 'Nev
York Evaitgelisd, and writteîi at the urgent re-
quest of tue editor of the Independent for that
paper. Many of our roa(lers -who know some-
thiing of bis naie and wvork wvil1. read witli
pleasure tlîis beautiful tribute to luis meînory

lo the Editor of thi Indep)cnl,;itl

You have asked nie to give you a brief sketch
of my brother whîose life lias just closcd. AtU
first, as you know, 1 refused. I could miot do it.
The tics wvere too tender. 'We -were rocked in
the saille cradie ; wve slept ini the bamne brd's ne.it
of a rooru, witlî the saine sweet nîothîer's face
bending over caeli littie bed for the good-nighit
kiss. Together we trotted off to scliool. Tluus
in childhiood. and boyluood we were isparable.
This close association made nie s=rîn front
speaking of what as so persomal aîîd sacred ;
but on second tholight, this very neariiesa to onie
whuio -n-as gone fronu the world seeined to impose
ailobligation, anîdpcrlaps I owcd lM to lus miii-

o to give -a glinipse of those early years, iii
which the boy wvas truly fatlucr of thc mail.

Neyer -%vere two cluil(renl of the saine parents
more unlikze. 1 was a suber littie chap, fond. of
books, wlîile lie lîad a preteruîatural. mctivity,
which fouiid vent iii out-door exercises-ridiug
on lîorseback, ruinng a race, skating on tue ice,
and iin ali sorts of sports anîd g aies. Thus -we
gr.ew up togetlier, tilt 1, at~ the, mture age of
twvelve, entered Willianîis' College; whîile lie,
beiîîg older and wviser (lie Nwas alnîiost fifteei~,,
came to New York aîîd entered, the store of the
late A. T. Stewart, wvith tlue mîunificent salary of
fifty dollars a year 1 Thus lie begaxi at the lowest
round of tlîe ladder wvlichl lie wvas to chiînib to Uic
top. Thei young clerlis observed that lie was a
bri lit littie feiiowv, fond of a boyishi praiîk mîow
and then, but always at bis pot anîd prompt iii
cry duty. From. that tinie I.saw hlmii bur, once

iii thue year, vhîeii lie caine hione for a w'eekc's
vacation in tie summier. iluexu our young Ilads
'vere full of dreanîs ; but wild as ]lis mmuy have
been, they could not have ,xqualcd tlie reality of
whlat wvas to coine. Six years later lie set up Ii
business for hiniself, aîîd (1vas married! We i do
1 reniember the day (Deceinber 2, 184ý0) tlîat I
rode over the billîs to thie wvedding iii Guilforc1,
Comin., whuere begami tlîat hiappy mnrried life
wlîich was to contiue for hl a century; for
tlîey lived to celebrate their golden wvedding.

Ili 18-511 came to New York and we weren ln-
niediately tlîrowvn togetiier agaiuu. lb was tlue
year iii %vhii lie flrst became iitem:ested in tlue
hrojeet of an oceaîu telegraphi. As wve met every
day, 1 knew the history of the enterprise from,
di e ihiniuig, anîd followed it iii al its stages,
from ti'ie first impulse of cag-,er hiope aîîd ex pecta-
t4<mî, thirougu tlîc loung delays, folloîved by bitter
'lisaiîpoititnuetits. 1 %vas with. hin iii the niidst
Of tle struggrie, whlîi continued. tweive long
ycars, wvien. lue was at times ainuost iii despair.
Yct eveui in the wvorýt extremity, in the face of
ut ter ruin, lie wvouid fot surrender, but rose Up)
froni one disappointment after anotiier to renewv
the atiteunpt. lu spite of disaster aiud defeat,

sornetling Nvitlîin hini said that it could be donc,
amîd tliat lic could îlot die mutil it wvas accomn-
piislued.

It is a thîrilliîg story, liut too lonîg to tell liere.
Tilte older readers of the Intdepe7tdlnn will re-
îneîîîber the atteinpt iii 1857, wvliclu failed. and
the llrst in 1858 îhd ah'o fîuiled :and the
qccoiid, wlîich iad a brief success, followved by
anotlier failure, whlicli to inany seemed decisive
tluat the undertakiug wvas beyond thec powver of
mail 1 The chouds shînt down aIl around the
horizon, and the prospect -%vasi darker than ever
before.

Thuis wvas the momenit to test tlîe courage of
the projector. Hle lad to hope agaimist hope ;
anid te keep il» a brave lîeart against the ill.sup-
pressed sneers of skeptics. Agaizi anid again ho
crossed the oceani to kçeep) alive the iuîteresb in
the great euterprise. lb w%%as iii E iglaiid tîmat le
fouiid lus best support, for lus resolution luad
captured tie Englislïi eart. Thie Euîglislî ad mire
the couraige and persisteney wvhicl have made
thema se iighty anuong the races of tlîe world,
aîud lie becanue immeîusely popular. I have been-
surprised %vlîei iii Euglamîd to sec liowv Jolîuu
Briglît anud M'r. Gladstonie spoke of huinu witUi the
w-arintlu of personni friendsuip aiii. adnmirationu
for lus indonîîitable v' il]. It -vas tliîsýuii!iuc peu-
souiality whlicli gav'e him inîfluenîce mlike wvitlu
statesinen anid capitahists, and prepared the wvay
for the final success.

i-Iardhy liad our Civil 'War closcd. before tic
attempt was reiiewved to Lay a cable acroýs tlîc
Atlanitic, ivitli the advaituge of hiaviiig tic
niîonarclî of the seas, the -Great Ezisteruu," to
ciarry the burdemi of tweîity thîousand tons of iroiu
coiled ini lier iighîty bosonu safely mcross thue
deep. Anl atteiiipt on1 silu a scale ouqht to suc-
reed ; aîid lb <id al»most, for twelve hiundrcd
mi les wvere laid Miuen tlue cord sîîapped. mgain,
anid ail was over for another ycar. Omie more
luattle -%vas te be foughit. before God gzive theni
tlie victnry. In 1866O thue cable wmuas stretclîed.
fromn shiore te shore. But even thiat wmus not
enouglu for lîardly %vas it landed before the
great sliip swunig lier lîead te tlie sea to seari-li
for thue lost cable of Mic year hefore. ",or one
îuîontlî she dIrmug-ged the bced of tdie oceauu at a
depth of twvo mulles, tilt thîe lost treasure waq3
reclnimed, anîd dragged aivav like a captive at
the chaiuriot wheels. Onie day tliat suîunmr a
message came to mue at n% huomue anomig thie bills,
wvii startled mie b y its date :-Omn board the
Great Eastern,*' for 1 k icew site ivas still at sCîl,
so thai. tlîe muessage muist huave crossed the oceaîu
livicc, backi to imelauid on thue cable -%vliichi silo
bore, and then front, Ireiand. to Aiuerica. Tue
mîessag~e rai:

'l"Ve are now Nvithin. a hundred miles of New-
foundland, amîd expeet to land thue cable to-mor-
i-en.
Tlîe next day sawv ib donc, amid wlieii the galhaxut
Eîîglislu sailoî-s drew it up) tlîe sauidy beachi ef
Tri 1nity Bay, thiere -%vere inany vhio felt somewliat
a-, Columbus must have felt wluen i hlad dis-
coî'ered a îuew world, for uuext to the dis-coveryc
ane e inis lucre Nvas that triuinph o! science
andidhuman skil I whiercby two luemnisplieres ivere
united together ; se that tliere was a degree of
trutlu imi tue splemudid tribute wvbrchu Jolîxu B3righit
soon af terpaid to "lubis f rieîud Cyrus Field," w-lien
lie spolie of hîlmui as -' the Columnbus o! modemi
tinues, wluo by luis calîle had. moored thc New
\Vorld alouîgsidc tie Old P,

Such anl achievement is enougli for any mwai,
and shuould net be obscured by the recent saduuess
anid glooîn. lb seems a strange and. inexplicable
nuiystery tdut the hast montlis of a life so luonored
an. se usefui te mnankind should. be overcast by
doinestie sorrow. But so lias lb been in the ]ives
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