
11H1 PRJESBVTERIAN RECORD. JL

GLIMPSES OF FRENCH WORK.

Tvo Ideas predomninate ln the work of
French Evangelizatlon, and both of these
must conirnenc tiiern8elves to, Protestants.

One, the clile!, Ides, is to gdve the Word o!
Uod ta aur French !ellow couixtryrnen who
have It not. The irst alm 1,. not ta, inake
proselytes or Protestants; but to give theni
the word of God ln their own 'tanguie. Let
that brIng the light to -themn, and tîxeni ta the
llght, and thon, let tMxem choose the nine of
their faitti.

Another thouglit, wici(h tauches lni man-y a
responsive chord, Is thaf a great many people
lu Quebec, who are now French speaking lia-
mani (atixoiles, are descendea from Scotchr
Protestants, disbaxided soldiers, wro, settled
there maxiy years ago, but becunie gradually
absorbed by the Frenchi; and ta wn lu-r tel-
10w clansmexi back, appeals to, many a Scot-
t1sh heurt.

From the Chicoutimii Mission, at the liead
of the Saguenay River, the missionary writes:
The history of the field la a most interestlng

one, showing as It does the nature of the
work whieh is being carrIed on among the
French. Resuits, also, show that the work Is
as encouraging as Interesrlflg.

For many years before IL was sent there as
a missionary, this large district ot the Lakhe
St. Joh ahad. been left entireiy ursupplled,
axn-& much was loet to Proîtestantsmi t4xrough
this negleet.

The smali Protestant commnunity settled
there, findixig tùorxiseivoe deserted by their
chuzcli and surrouiided on ail aides by Roman
C.athollcs, naturally drIfted towards the lb-
mish Chureb.

Some twenty-five of those once Protestants
had ilhus given up their falth belore I came
to the field. These people were ail of Scotch
descent-the names such as Hlarvey, MeKen-
zie, and. Blackburn, indicate clearly ttat their
fathers, beionged to the Scotch regîments dis-
banded lni lower Canada ait thxe conquest.
Durlng the last two years 1 have been se for-
tunate as to briug back six of these people ta
the Protestant faltb."e

Another Missionary wrltes-
"The Montreal district is a new one to us.*

1 was the first Presbyteriaxi to preach at Lake
Edward., and at Chamxbord. One woman 1
vlslted hail Iot seen a missionary for fiftiy-
four years.

Man.y of the -people read the Bible and. de-
clare they are not Roman Catholles; but they
hesitate yet ta beconie Prottestants. T-hey
are, howe.ver, anxious to, be taught, and they
are thliking, too.

One little girl said to mue: "1Why do the
prets !orbid us to rcad the Bible ? I amn
axixioxis to read 1t, for I, want ta know the
truth. 1 believe one must be boru again hoý-
fore one can, see the Kingdom of God."1 She
showed ber earnestucas by attendiug ail our
services.

Seven xiew menibers joined tiie Ciiurch la8t
sunîxuer, six of wvhoni took the communion
for tie tirst time.

They expressed the earnest hope thiÀt they
nxigft have a misslo-nary sent them ag'aln
next summer. My own hope ls no leEas fer-
vent. -

From Cacouna, Que., the iaborei% reports:--
"On reaclxlng iny field 1 at once took up the

work begun the year belore. Ail througli May
aid June 1 taguglit the people lIn tbe even-ings,
explaining the Serlptures and dlstributitg
Bibles axnong them.

I gave ont during the suminer ton Bibles,
twenty-four new Testaments ani flity tracts.
The people read themn eage ly aifd camne to
nie at ail Ixours to have mie explain them.

Il Is pitîf ul to note their Ignorance and sup-
erstition, and to learn the false views o! Pro-
testantisn tiaui,.t them by Üheir priests. Most
of them regard us as Intideis and will fot
hear us quietly; witx a few It Is dIfferent.

Two mon ivere lnxpresel by what I tatight
theni and refused. to go to confession; at this
the wife o! one of them wvent to the prieat lIn
great distress, askiug hlm to speak to, ber
hnsband.

RIe did, so, and at the snnie tinie charged
hlm to corne and confees. The maxi replied
that confession w'as ixot a divine Institution,
and he preferred to foilow tihe Bible rather
than the comnmands o! the (Jburch. RIe went
on, too, ta contrast the doctrine o! the Bible
w.ith the penance and fear preached by the
cure.

The other maxi who refused confession xI-
vlted mie to 'hîs bouse, sud there I talked to,
hlm and his wl!e a whole aiternoon. Tley
were bath very gratetul, anid the woman ln-
vited me back, despîte the suggestion of a
nelghbour, who thought 1 ought to be drîvexi
off with a broom.

Lt la lharder ta reacb the wamen than thie
men; whore there are old women It Is impos-
sible.ta do axiyIing, for they always recelve
us wvlth bursts a! anger. Then they talk I ree-
ly, anid are bitter lni their coxuplaînts,
agaînst the priests, but lu public they are
sulent. Some who, dared not corne to mie vis-
lted the lonely house o! one o! their number
who had become a Protesta-nt. The day
breaks, for they rejoice secretly lxi the Serlp-
tures., and the timxie Is not far off when they
wlll contese Christ- apeuiy.

Four children from this district have gone
to Pointe-aux-Trembles Sehool, anid others
wvould have gone had they not be8n prevented.

I visited St. Cyprian, wnere I had been two,
years before, anid was pleasedl to, fixid that
aine then the people had beený reading the
Gospel and diseuslng it. They questloned me
oager]y about many thlngs, and. sald they
wished ta, buiuld a Chtirch. One agreed. ta,
saw the timber as bis share lni the work.
Though they don't attend tho Roman Cath-
olic Cixurcx they are un.willlng to, break open-
ly wlth It until they teed theruselves strong
exiough to call a Prote6tant minister.
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