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A BOTANICAL, EXCURSION TO "THE CHATS."

AN ADDIZESS I)EI.IAVEREî'D JW MR. R. B. WVHYTE JAN. 28, 1892

Mr. Robert B. Whyte gave an accotint of a botanical excursion
lie had taken with MNr. R. H. Cowley to the Chats Rapids, Falls and
Island during the past sunier. Tl'le address ivas illustrated by a inap

of the county of Carleton showing part of the Ottawva River, upon
wvhich the various places iinernionied were pointed out. 'j'le Nlissis-
sippi River divides southi of the Chats Island, one branch flowing
straighit north, and the other called the Snve, fto'ving east, and emipty-
ing into the Ottawa River at Fitzroy Harbor. The interest attachied to
the Chats is flot only on account of the many plants found there ; for
just at the northern p)oint of the island a series of wild rapids begins,
wvhich ends near Fitzruy Harbor in a lGvely wvaterfall of thirty feet.
T'his extends rigrht across the river, and is of great beauty, beir'g a
succession of fails with wvoodeci islands between theni. Indeed Mr.
Whyte thinks it is the prettiest fall in Canada. S-,on?e years ago the
construction of a canal wvas started on the nrizth side of the rapids, and
nearly half.a-million of dollars were expended on it, but the rock 'vas
found to be so hard that the builders decided it 'vas flot worth the
trouble, and gave it up. This is the original Laurentian rock wvhich
forms the islands at the falîs, and froni there runs dowvn past Galetta
and Perth to the St. Lawrence. Near the l)roposed route of the canal
there 'vas formerly a horse tramway fr;mni Pontiac to Bristol, but it is
now alniost in ruins. About twenty-five years ago MNr. ffVhyte took a
trip on this railwvay, and 'vas then struck by the profusion of iwild
flowvers of ail kinds wvhich lined both sides of the track. On this
occasion Messrs. Cowley and Whyte took the train to Arnpnior,
from which place they procecded by steamer. The water wvas too
shiallow to land on the island, but through the kindness of Mnr. Cowley's
brother, they were set down about a mile from shore, and ro'ved in a
small boat to land. Here they met Capt. Cowley, ivho acconipanied
them in a walk along the north shore, a beach formied of shingle and
broad flat stones, amongst wvhich they found sonie of their niost inter-
esting specimens, a previously unrecorded Aster and the shrubb
Potentilla, wvith yellow flowers, wvhich 'voulid be wvell wvorthy of cultiv.1


